
















































Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 

MOTIONS
Adopted by vote at the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (2022)
Motion Directive 2001/55/EC must be applied for every human being 
- Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Free Julian Assange - Die Linke
Motion Human Rights are non-negotiable! – Die Linke
Motion On the situation in Ireland - EL Executive Board
Motion Fighting the Far Right: building and strengthening the movement 
- Fighting the Far Right WG
Motion Latin America is still in dispute - Latin America WG
Motion The programmatic priority concerning the right to housing 
- Housing Network
Motion Solidarity with the people of Cyprus - AKEL, YKP & BKP
Motion In solidarity with the Sahrawi people – EuiA
Motion Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and environmental crisis is 
needed – SKP
Motion on Uranium - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Path to the European Parliamentary Election - Die Linke
Motion Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight to lift the US blockade and 
sanctions - Die Linke
Motion Industrial Policy - Die Linke
Motion Creation of an European Observatory of public services - Maite Mola
Motion 20 years walking together - Transform!europe
Motion Youth Network (ELYN) - Youth Network
Motion For a European pole of public research to break the pharmaceutical 
oligopoly - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Fight pedocriminality, gender-based and sexual violence 
- Feminist Commission of PCF
Motion On the international situation – Maite Mola
Motion Solidarity with the Palestinian people - Middle East WG
Motion Solidarity with Kurdish People - Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - 
Progressive Alliance
Motion on Iran – Motion Commission
Motion Culture - Jean-Pierre Michiels
Motion Stop the war: cease-fire now! - Rifondazione Comunista

Motion - Directive 2001/55/EC 
must be applied for every human being
Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

Considering that on March 2, 2022 the Council of the European Union, on a proposal 
from the Commission, ascertained the existence of a massive influx of refugees from 
Ukraine.

Considering that as written in the Article 5 of Council Directive 2001/55/EC of July 20, 
2001, which has as its effect the introduction of temporary protection, the Council 
considered that this should be applied to any Ukrainian citizen who applies for it.

Considering that until then these directives had never been applied, even though 
there were enormous humanitarian crises with arrivals of refugees and asylum seekers 
in Europe.

Considering that there are many areas of conflict that continue to cause the flight of 
people and especially vulnerable people.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, pledges to mobilize, in 
each of the member states and with each of its constituent parties, to ensure that 
Directive 2001/55/EC is applied fairly for every human being fleeing invasion, perse-
cution, and dictatorship. 

Indeed, the proper application of the directive is a valuable first tool to save lives by 
actually taking them away from traffickers, to ensure safe channels of access, and to 
commit all member states to offer welcome and refuge.

It cannot be the origin, the color of the skin, the culture of origin that determines 
whether or not one has access to the guarantees offered by the European Union.

There cannot be refugees to be welcomed and refugees to be rejected. 

Motion - Free Julian Assange
Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left Party calls for the immediate release of journalist and Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange and the prevention of his extradition to the United States.

If extradited to the US, Assange will face 18 charges under the 1917 Espionage Act 
and a potential sentence of 175 years in prison for “crimes” that include great pieces 
of journalism relevant to the whole society since they tell the truth about war, like the 
Iraq War Logs, the Afghan War Logs, Cablegate and the collateral murder video.

The Assange case is one of the most important press freedom cases of a generation. 
Its implications for civil liberties and fundamental rights are far-reaching and serious.

It is with hope that we observe voices and initiatives from all over the world calling for 
Julians release and have been condemning the treatment of him in jail. United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer, reported that Assange showed 
“all the symptoms typical of victims of prolonged psychological torture”. He continu-
ed: “The case is a huge scandal and represents the failure of Western rule of law. If 
Julian Assange is convicted, it will be a death sentence for freedom of the press.”

We welcome recent initiatives, like :
- The nomination of Julian Assange among the finalists for European Parliaments‘ 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.
- “Publishing is not a crime“ by big media groups (The New York Times, The Guardian, 
Le Monde, Der Spiegel, El País) appealing to the administration of President Joe 
Biden to drop the charges. 
- Latin American state leaders Petro and Lula showing their commitment and support 
for Julian Assange’s freedom.

The member, observer and partner parties of the European Left will continue raising 
the issue in their respective countries by:
- Organizing events, rallys, hosting film screenings (tbc) of “Ithaka“, a powerful docu-
mentary following the campaign to free Assange ahead of the extradition procee-
dings
- Trying to exert pressure on parliament members and governments. 

#AssangeCase #FreeAssange #JulianAssange

Motion - Human Rights are non-negotiable! 
The European Left Party stands in Solidarity with 
Refugees!
(on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2022)

Proposed by Die Linke

On December 10th people around the world celebrate the international Human 
Rights Day. It serves as a reminder of the principles that should govern both our poli-
tics and everyday lives. In times of global turmoil and disturbance, the right of all 
people to choose their place of residence, equality and non-discrimination are more 
important than ever. The European Conventions on Human Rights set out these prin-
ciples and proposed the guidelines for the European Court of Human Rights, which is 
tasked with enforcing the latter. 

Currently, many people have to leave their habitat and flee to other countries in fear 
of persecution and their livelihoods. Since 2014, more than 25,000 people have 
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. Each number represents a person, with a name, a 
family, and hopes for a better future in Europe.
The European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex has been violating funda-
mental human rights for years. We condemn the agency's involvement in, and cover-
ing up of, illegal pushbacks and we take accusations of misconduct and irregularities 
serious.

 European countries in particular have a responsibility to guarantee refugees a fresh 
start, whether they seek refuge for political, economic or other reasons. We stand up 
for human rights – and for all the people who have been victims of Frontex's human 
rights abuses.

One of the frightening examples currently in the spotlight is Qatar. Since Qatar won 
the hosting rights for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 2010, it exemplifies the corruption 
of the FIFA-system. Many migrants live and work in Qatar, most of them come from 
South Asia, and human rights violations can be observed in their everyday lives – 
particularly during the preparations for the World Cup. There have been an enor-
mously high number of deaths on the construction sites for the soccer World Cup in 
Qatar, the estimates are at least 6500. This event was supposed to be a celebration of 
the world coming together over sports. In reality, it has shown us the violation of the 
rights of migrant workers, as well as the discrimination against women and LGBTIQ* 
community within the hosting country.

For the European Left, human rights are non-negotiable - not on ships crossing the 
Mediterranean, not in the woods at the Belarusian-polish border and not on buil-
ding-sites in Qatar. We stand in solidarity with all those whose fundamental human 
rights are under attack, be it by border regimes or exploitative and harming working 
conditions!

Motion - On the situation in Ireland
From EL Executive Board

This 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL) recognises: 

That the Irish people have the right to self-determination;

That Brexit has been a catalyst for constitutional change in Ireland, with succes-
sive opinion polls underpinning growing support for Irish unity;

That increasing numbers of citizens across the island of Ireland, from wide and 
varied backgrounds, accept partition has failed;

That the Good Friday Agreement provides the democratic means to achieve 
Irish unity and end partition in Ireland;

That support for a referendum on Irish unity is growing across Europe and 
more widely;

That the aspiration to a new Irish constitutional democracy, based on equality, 
social justice, citizen rights and respect for diversity, is a legitimate democratic 
objective.

The EL notes:

Recent initiatives taken within Irish civic society which have broadened the 
discussion on constitutional change in Ireland;

The establishment of Sinn Féin’s ‘Commission on the Future of Ireland’ as a 
constructive initiative designed to encourage the wider conversation on Irish 
unity.
 

The EL urges: 

To the Irish Government to convene and resource an all-island Citizens’ 
Assembly on Irish unity, to plan and prepare for constitutional change;

To the Irish Government to use its international diplomatic resources to secure 
a date for a unity referendum;

to all progressive political and civic forces to support the process of constituti-
onal change and achievement of Irish unity across Europe, and within the 
European Parliament;

And we pledge the support and resources of EL to these ends.

Motion - Fighting the Far Right: building and strengt-
hening the movement

Proposed by the Fighting the Far Right Working Group

Congress notes that as the world faces multiple crises – war, pandemic, climate catas-
trophe and economic crisis – the conditions exist for a major surge in support for the 
far right. We live in a context where the far right is the "new normal" of the right in the 
global north, and increasingly, also, in the global south.

Congress believes that the Party of the European Left must renew and strengthen its 
commitment to defeating the far right wherever it emerges and in all its forms.

The Fighting the Far Right Working Group believes that part of this commitment 
comes through the organisation of the “No Pasaran” conference.

In March 2022, an in-person edition of the "No Pasaran" conference took place the 
initiative of the Party of the European Left and the transform!europe Foundation. With 
the event taking place in Berlin, Germany, the organization counted with the decisive 
participation of Die Linke.

From the European Left Fighting the Far Right Working Group we make a positive 
balance of the Conference, which brought together more than a hundred social acti-
vists, from anti-fascism to feminism, from the rights of migrants to the LGBTI+ commu-
nity, from the trade union movement to anti-racist movements, leaders of European 
and Latin American left-wing parties, and academics who study the phenomenon of 
the far right from different countries. The more than 10 panels allowed an exchange 
between people who live in the most diverse countries of Europe, from east and west, 
north and south, about how we characterize the new far right we are facing, what 
should be the tactics to confront them.

In light of this success, this Congress supports:

the biannual organization of the “No Pasaran” Conference, with the next event 
to take place in 2024;

building on the links already made through the “No Pasaran” conferences to 
date, to extend the political and social reach of the “No Pasaran” preparatory 
process, with an inclusive approach to movements and communities.

Motion - Latin America is still in dispute

Proposed by the Latin America and the Caribbean WG

In a world with significant advances of right-wing forces and a global offensive against 
the living conditions of the people, it is worth following Latin America and the Carib-
bean situation in in Europe.
The events unfolding in the continent speak directly to us, especially regarding the 
ongoing conflict between a strict application of the neo-liberal project on one hand 
and the different popular alternative projects on the other.  In some cases, these 
envisage a form of "socialism of the 21st century". 

Since our last Congress, there have been important changes in the political geogra-
phy of the region, with a “progressive” wave and new governments who embrace a 
range of different policies, focused on the responses to the new challenges. But all of 
them have, as their central goals, social improvements for their populations and a 
strengthening of cooperation in Latin America and greater autonomy from the US. 
At the same time, in the face of the climate crisis, these new governments can imple-
ment new policies with a concerted effort to improve the situation in the Amazon 
region.

However, from the point of view of “progressivism”, the situation is far from stabilising. 
The imperialist strategy and offensive are slightly different from the past: so far, it has 
not been that of "old style" military coups of the Pinochet type. Apart from the case of 
Bolivia, the path chosen has been that of "soft coups" through "lawfare", attempted 
assassinations (against Nicolás Maduro, Cristina Fernández), the massive use of Big 
Data (not only for elections), the strengthening of reactionary sectors of the churches, 
with the reorganisation of the fascist extreme right with "new manners" and political 
models, with some popular support. Moreover, the right-wing is coordinating interna-
tionally with a global strategy, and with the support of European fascists. 

Blockades and sanctions by the USA and EU play an increasingly important role, from 
the historic blockade to Cuba and Venezuela, to their political use against more coun-
tries, while forcing the entire West to follow their policies.
The fight against "unilateral coercive measures" is one of the priorities of the common 

agenda between European and Latin America left. 
In the global neo-liberal agenda, the “Free Trade Agreements” pushed by the Euro-
pean Union also play an important role in the recolonization of the region, with very 
damaging effects on social rights and environment.
The European Left is a much sought-after political interlocutor. Our collaboration has 
taken various forms, with interesting results: joint seminars, speaker’s cross-invitations 
at events, mobilisations on both continents, and support from parliaments of citizen's 
battles against the Free Trade Agreements of the European Union (EU-Mexico, 
EU-Mercosur, EU-Central America, EU-Chile). In addition, the European Left was pre-
sent as an election observer in Peru, Ecuador, Honduras, Bolivia, and Colombia. Paral-
lel to our bilateral relations (parties, trade unions, feminist and environmental mo-

vements, human rights organisations, etc.), the European Left has had a privileged 
relationship with the forces of the São Paulo Forum, in the defence of the democratic 
State and social conquests, as well as in the confrontation with fascism and coup 
d'état. 
For the progressive governments of Latin America, it is of great importance to diver-
sify their international relations. The struggle for democracy, the sovereignty of the 
peoples, human and social rights, and socialism, are slogans still in force for many 
Latin American and European countries. To expand constructive relations, the left 
forces in Europe and Latin America need to develop broader and more concrete 
partnerships.

The Congress of the Party of the European Left commits itself to develop the 
following Action Plan: 

To deepen the common battle for peace on both continents. 

To unify the campaign against blockades and unilateral coercive measures, for 
the respect of the sovereignty of the peoples. 

To set up election observation missions, which will also monitor the electoral 
processes after the elections against any external interference.

Hold a seminar and campaign against the EU's Free Trade Agreements with 
Latin America. 

Continue the join EL-São Paulo Forum seminar on "Shared Visions".  

Hold events against lawfare together with the São Paulo Forum. 

Develop campaigns aimed at the protection of the Amazon. 

Attend meetings of the EUROLAT body of parliamentarians from both conti-
nents. 

Hold events on the 50th anniversary of the coups d'état in Uruguay (June) and 
Chile (September).

Motion - The programmatic priority concerning the 
right to housing: emergency and structural policies

Proposed by the the Housing Network

Europe (its working class) has been experiencing a severe housing crisis for more 
than a decade now, worsened by the pandemic, war, energy crises, and skyrocketing 
prices of real estate. Simultaneously, there are millions of vacant properties. The 
housing crisis is a consequence of EU and member-states neoliberal policies: liberali-
sation and financialisation of the housing market, cuts in public spending, and in 
particular public housing investment. The results are: increased precariousness of 
housing conditions, rise of evictions, foreclosures and homelessness, and gentrificati-
on of neighbourhoods. If real estate values are kept this high, no government will be 
able to stabilise the market with meagre public investment. We lack some much-nee-
ded public investment.

This housing crisis exposes social inequalities, and is a mass and popular issue. Inse-
curity affects more than 20% of the total population in Europe: inhabitants are forced 
to choose whether to pay rent, mortgage, bills, or food. The working classes are uni-
fied in this battle, claiming housing as a social right, against policies based on housing 
as a commodity and financial asset. Moreover, urban housing stocks significantly 
affect the urban environment - regeneration and reduction of land consumption is a 
priority for climate neutrality.

The EL thus decides to mobilise (both directly and through political and social allian-
ces) to guarantee:

Housing as a right: Housing security is a right, no one should be left home-
less. In the face of a systemic crisis, individuals have no responsibility, and the 
public sector and banks must bear the risk. 

Public interest: Privatisation, financialisation, and liberalisation have failed. 
The general interest calls for radical and integrated interventions.

Through urgent policies that ensure:

Public intervention that regulates and stabilises the private market, strengt-
hening tenants’ rights.

Structural intervention and investment in public housing, starting with the use 
and reuse of existing housing stock, including the conversion of public buil-
dings (like empty military complexes and hospitals). 

Progressive taxation on housing and property, reversing interventions that 
subsidise expensive properties.

Reversing financialisation of the housing market and securitisation of housing 
debt.

Methodology 

A. Political 

1.Promote common and unifying messages and vision.
2. Share good practices and forms of popular resistance.

B.   Institutional Measures

Emergency
1. Restructure housing debt, with debt cancellation.
2. Legislative instruments to prohibit evictions and foreclosures, if adequate 
alternative housing that respects human rights is not offered.

Structural
1. Implement available instruments:

a. Put the European Pillar of Social Rights into practice (Art. 19 and 20)

b. Implement the European Parliament Resolution of 21 January 2021 on 
access to decent and affordable housing for all (2019/2187(INI))

2. Demand new legislative/institutional instruments: 

a. European regulation of the private market sector, starting with short-term 
rentals. 

b. Exempt housing public funding from the internal market and competition 
regime (considered state aid). 

c. Use of European funds for the development of public housing. 

d. Link housing policies to A) social cohesion; B) energy saving; C) ecological 
transition

Motion - Solidarity with the people of Cyprus

Proposed by AKEL, YKP & BKP

The participants of the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left held in 
Vienna, Austria on 09-11 December 2022: 

Remind that the Cyprus problem is a result of foreign interventions and imperialist 
aggression.

Regret that the illegal occupation by Turkey of 37% of Cyprus territory is ongoing and 
that the Cyprus problem remains unresolved.

Regret that the people of Cyprus continue to suffer the division of their common 
homeland and constant violation of their human rights.

Underline that in the current international conditions of exacerbated militarisation of 
international relations, the sidelining of international law and the UN Charter, the 
peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem becomes even more urgent. 

Emphasize that the status quo is nor static nor can it represent a solution; on the cont-
rary, the status quo and the continuing stalemate serve Turkey’s long-term hegemonic 
objectives against Cyprus and the permanent division of Cyprus and its people. 

Stress the need for the international community to face decisively Turkey’s illegal 
actions in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Republic of Cyprus contrary to the Law 
of the Sea, as well as its illegal plans to settle Varosha further to the continuing illegal 
settlement of the northern part of Cyprus and changing the demographic structure of 
the northern part of Cyprus, along with the intensifying militarisation of the occupied 
areas by the further transfer of military equipment including combat drones which are 
causes of extreme concern for the present and the future of Cyprus. 

Call for the early resumption of a substantive dialogue, from where it was left in July 
2017, as this is a matter of urgency, in order to achieve a comprehensive solution on 
the agreed basis of a bizonal bicommunal federation with political equality, as this is 
prescribed by the relevant UN resolutions, with the withdrawal of all the Turkish occu-
pation troops and termination of the Treaty of Guarantee. This constitutes the sole 
viable option for Cyprus to be freed of the illegal occupation by Turkey and for the 
country and its people to reunify.

Reaffirm that the agreed basis of the solution, that is the transformation of the internal 
system of governance into a federal one, is the only way to reunite Cyprus and call 
upon Turkey to abandon its separatist position for a ‘two-state solution’. We declare 
that we will never accept any ‘solution’ that may jeopardize the true independence of 
Cyprus, bearing on its single sovereignty, single international legal personality and 
single citizenship, and whereby no third parties will be able to intervene and the 
human rights and freedoms of all Cypriots will be restored in accordance with interna-

tional law and the principles upon which the EU is founded.

Express their solidarity with and support to the struggle of all Cypriot people, Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, for the reunification of its country, and consider that 
the peaceful comprehensive solution of the Cyprus problem will contribute positively 
to the demilitarization, building of peace and prosperity for all peoples in the trou-
bled region of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.

The EL greets the bicommunal peace initiatives of the Cypriots which promote the 
spirit of co-existence and equal rights against divisive and nationalist practices.

Motion - In solidarity with the Sahrawi people

Proposed by EUiA

The Sahrawi population has been forced into exile for more than 40 years; the perma-
nent diaspora and the impossibility of returning to their land or living without subju-
gation. The Sahrawi have been subjected to human rights violations in the face of the 
passivity of the United Nations and other international actors.

The cruelty in the application of torture has increased alarmingly, and all the reports 
that have been drawn up on Western Sahara coincide in denouncing Morocco's syste-
matic and continuous violation of human rights.

It is necessary to remember that Western Sahara is considered by the United Nations 
a territory pending decolonisation.

On the other hand, the action of MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referend-
um in Western Sahara) has been clearly ineffective, not only failing to achieve the 
objectives for which it was created, but also giving Morocco room to exploit the natu-
ral resources of Western Sahara and to ensure control and population replacement.

Faced with these facts and having the international legality and the force of reason, 
the Sahrawi people continue to be humiliated and silenced, not only by the Moroccan 
government that exploits and occupies it, with the complicity of the media; it seems 
that it is only the civil society that is very clear that until the decolonisation process 
takes place, it must continue to fight to break the wall of silence.

In view of these facts, the Party of the European Left wishes to state the following:

Our total condemnation of Morocco's military interventions in the SADR area.

Our rejection of the Alaouite occupation of Western Sahara, an imperialist 
display of exploitation of natural resources and national oppression.

The concern about the inaction of the United Nations and MINURSO for the 
effective resolution of the conflict, which passes, as agreed and demanded by 
the Sahrawi people, through a binding referendum on self-determination.

The concern at the change of position of the PSOE in Spain, not listening to 
the will of its partner in government, of the Parliament and of the majority of 
Spanish citizens.

We denounce the complicit role that the French government has played with 
the Moroccan occupier all this time.

We express our absolute and firm solidarity with the Sahrawi people, the insti-
tutions of SADR, the Polisario Front and the UJSARIO.

Motion - Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and 
environmental crisis is needed

Proposed by The Communist Party of Finland

We are in the middle of environmental and climate crises. The capitalist system wor-
sens the crises through its continuous growth and over-spending of natural resources. 
Wars and the arms industry make things even worse by spending non-renewable 
natural resources.

Scientists have produced information and proposed solutions and acts, but politicians 
are unable to make real decisions or implement the decisions they have made. 
COP27 once again proved it.
Therefore, new actions are needed.

The Communist Party of Finland proposes that the European Left and its Environmen-
tal working group will organize in cooperation with Transform!europe an environmen-
tal seminar during the period 2023-2025 to bring together experts, scientists, left, 
green and progressive parties, and peace and environmental activists.

We organized the “No Survival Without Peace” seminar in Tampere, Finland and 
online together with the European Left and Transform Europe. We hope that it was a 
starting point for a new, strong and effective work to save our planet.

Motion – On Uranium

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

On 24 March 1999, NATO, without any UN authorisation, launched a carpet-bombing 
campaign on Serbia and Kosovo, indiscriminately targeting civilian infrastructure of all 
kinds and causing the deaths of 2500 civilians. This was a blatant violation of internati-
onal law and military actions were carried out which, according to the UN Charter, can 
be construed as war crimes.

As in other illegal NATO wars (Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya), depleted uranium munitions 
were used extensively (in an officially estimated quantity of between 12 and 16 
tonnes). The use of the heavy metal in bombing caused an ecocide that triggered a 
veritable 'cancer pandemic' that continues to claim thousands of victims twenty years 
later. 

Thousands are also the military victims, i.e. NATO soldiers themselves who have cont-
racted very serious cancer pathologies as a result of exposure to the heavy metal not 
only in the theatres of war but also at military firing grounds. The environmental 
devastation does not only affect the countries affected by the bombings but also the 
territories of NATO countries that host training facilities where these weapons are 
tested and used.  

In Italy there are at least 8000 sick veterans and about 400 of them have died.

In the Italian courts over 300 service cases won by veterans who were victims of 
depleted uranium against the Italian Ministry of Defence have produced case law 
establishing the causal correlation between the onset of serious cancer pathologies 
and exposure to depleted uranium. This jurisprudence has been used by a pool of 
lawyers to initiate compensation cases against NATO at the Belgrade High Court, but 
NATO has officially claimed immunity for the crimes for which it has been called to 
account.

War crimes are not time-barred.

The Party of the European Left pledges to bring the issue of civilian and military 
victims of depleted uranium to the attention of the European Parliament and to iden-
tify a path that can commit Parliament to the path of truth and justice for all victims 
and to the banning of these weapons inside and outside the EU perimeter.

Motion - Path to the European Parliamentary Election

Proposed by Die Linke

“Our political strategy and activities focus on building a more democratic, social, 
ecological and peaceful Europe. The outlined axes will guide us over the next three 
years. At the upcoming European elections, we will present ourselves as a strong 
European left force.” (EL political document draft 2022).

To reach the goal concerning the EP - election, we ask the board and secretariat to 
establish a working group as soon as possible for the preparation of the EP-Election. 
The working group, among other things:
- Should aim to agree on common “corporate design” elements, which should be 
used by all  our parties in the EP election campaign.
- Should develop cross-country-formats (conference, workshop, symposium, presen-
tation etc.) to make our national elections campaign a truly European one.
- Should agree on a few central topics, that we will recommend to include in our nati-
onal elections’ platforms in equal wording additionally to an EL election platform and 
in consideration with the Presidency of the EL.

Motion - Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight 
to lift the US blockade and sanctions

Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left welcomes the overwhelming result of the vote at the UN General 
Assembly on 3 November 2022 on the resolution on the "Necessity of ending the 
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of Ameri-
ca against Cuba": 

For the 30th year in a row, almost every country (185) on Earth voted to oppose the 
six-decade unilateral blockade which violates international and human rights and is, 
according to the Charter of the United Nations, a “warlike act”. The only countries that 
supported the illegal blockade were the United States itself and Israel. Brazil and 
Ukraine abstained. So far, the US government has ignored this powerful vote and 
continues to act against it. 

The Party of the European Left (EL):

Calls on governments and the EU to take concrete steps against the US 
blockade, in particular effective measures against the extraterritorial effects in 
Europe, as well as the end of the financial blockade, which is illegal under EU- 
law (Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996), but where 
European banks bow to US pressure.

Urges the European Commission to lodge a complaint with the WTO against 
the ongoing violations of international trade law by the US blockade and sanc-
tions against Cuba and Venezuela.

Demands the European Commission to fully implement the agreement on 
political dialogue and cooperation between the EU and Cuba.

Protests against any measure that violates the sovereignty of states in the Latin 
American region, aiming against the right of peoples to self-determination, 
including coercive economic measures, particularly affecting the population.

Calls on all progressive forces worldwide to protest against the blockade and 
enlarge the solidarity movement. The EL and its member parties have a high 
responsibility as far as the European area is concerned. Via civil society and 
parliamentary initiatives against the blockade we have to increase the pressure 
in the EU Parliament and in the national parliaments.

 A concrete idea for the near future, probably after the next EU elections,   
 is a “tribunal“, involving solidarity groups, parliamentarians, recognized   

 personalities, lawyers, scientists, trade unions, foundations. The intention  
 is to reach a larger public in order to denounce the illegal nature and   
 violation of human rights in Cuba and its people. 

The EL together with Cuba is involved in the struggle for Peace and against imperia-
lism and we also have as a common objective the preservation of the environment. 
We also consider fundamental the dissemination of the reality of the Cuban situation 
and the enormous effort made by Cuba and its government in favor of international 
solidarity. We will support all actions against the blockade, not only at the European 
level but we will promote them at the level of national parliaments and we will partici-
pate in all activities that will take place in Cuba at the international level with young 
people, intellectuals and feminists, as well as with international political organisations 
such as the Forum of São Paulo.

Motion - Industrial Policy

Proposed by Die Linke

The European left stands in solidarity with labour disputes all over Europe and 
demands coordinated industrial policy

The neoliberal Illusion of social welfare created by free market competition, which is 
enshrined in the founding documents and current institutions of the European Union, 
has seemingly dissolved into a distant noise in the current debates about price cont-
rols and the rationing & distribution of raw materials both among and within member 
states. The current shift in geopolitical power-relations towards a multi-polar wor-
ld-system and the disruption and disentanglement that can be observed in various 
global supply chains have made this evident to a much wider European public. 
Unions and workers are going on strike, local social movements modeled after the 
British „enough is enough“ are organizing rallies across the continent. We share their 
concerns for paying their bills and we stand in solidarity with those struggling for what 
is rightfully theirs. 

What is to be done? We need to confront climate change in a manner that both crea-
tes better working and living conditions as well as helps to preserve the planet. We 
demand active industrial policy and an EU-regulatory framework which would allow :
 -to encourage intra-European industrial cooperation, whereas competition policy has 
been opposed to this, in the name of the abuse of dominant positions, 
-to prevent competition between Member States on the basis of the lowest social and 
fiscal standards,
-to allow state aid, and to impose strict conditions on employment, training, ecologi-
cal transition and the absence of relocation. 
-to establish a selectivity of bank credit in favor of job-creating and ecological pro-
jects, and against the support of financial markets.
-To broaden the rights of employee representatives in the European group commit-
tees of multinational companies, so that they can influence their strategic orientations.

This will guarantee ensures the fostering of European technological, energy, social 
and ecological sovereignty as well as single member states will be prevented from 
arbitrarily taking advantage of other member states in the common market on the 
basis of their economic power. 

Investment and a strengthened European economic position are however not an end 
unto itself- EU policies aimed at creating it always have to take social justice, ecologic 
sustainability and questions of ownership into consideration. We oppose the solution 
to the crises of our time to be raising profits by once again worsening working condi-
tions, cutting wages, dismantling the welfare state and privatizing whats left of the 
public sector - that would be as economically wrong as it is morally unacceptable. 
„Competition only“ and „tightening the belt“ have to become political slogans of the 
past in the struggle for a better future. Next year will have to be a year of solidarity- we 
expect a wave of strikes for just wages and we demand political steps towards coordi-

nated industrial action.

We declare our full solidarity and support with all strikes, workers and their unions, 
because not only are they fighting for their legitimate interests, but their actions cont-
ribute to a progressive development of their respective societies as a whole. We 
condemn the enormous handouts to the rich during the pandemic. A system that 
allows for the rich to become richer even in times of crisis, is rigged. While the vast 
majority of the European people are experiencing a cost of living crisis, the number of 
billionaires rose to new heights. In times of economic turmoil, the question used to be 
‘heat or eat’. Today, it is no longer ‘heat or eat’, it is ‘I can’t heat and I can’t eat.’

Motion - 20 years walking together

Proposed by transform!europe 

As Transform!europe foundation of the Party of the European Left, we present the 
following motion:

In 2024 it will be 20 years since the creation of the Party of the European Left, foun-
ded in Rome on the 8th and 9th of May 2004. During these 20 years there have been 
many events, joint works and lessons learned on this path together in the European 
Left and that is why we believe it is important to commemorate our 20 years of exis-
tence.

We hereby propose that the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- approve that the new leadership structures coming out of this Congress propose a 
joint working group with Transform!europe to organize activities, events and 
publications on our 20 years together, which we will celebrate in 2024.

Motion – Youth Network (ELYN)

Proposed by the Youth Network

We live at a time where thousands of people get stripped of their basic human rights, 
one of those rights being access to education. The increased privatization across the 
entire educational spectrum, combined with racism forces people away from the path 
of knowledge and the development of critical thinking. The path we set forward 
should be an anthropocentric approach to education. We stand for an idea of educa-
tion that breaks away from the doctrine of a utilitarian education that focuses solely on 
immediate economic needs. Education should prepare citizens for the future and be 
free of bias based on ethnicity or gender. It should combine the transmission of both 
knowledge and skills. The EL Youth Network (ELYN) is committed to fighting for free, 
democratic, and public education while supporting university occupations/student 
strikes and activism as well as their anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist 
demands, thereby strengthening its links with the left.

School should be public. Public Schools should be free of charge, secular, and free 
from the influence of private or religious interests. Universities and research institutes 
should be freed up from economic pressures. We reject the Bologna Process, which 
mainly promotes the privatization of higher education, either by imposing extremely 
high tuition fees on university studies or by forcing students to pay huge amounts for 
housing or material needed to cope with their studies. We demand the establishment 
of state-provided affordable housing for students and young workers. In addition, we 
consider extremely important to introduce gender inclusivity (feminist movement, 
equal pay, LGBTQ+ rights etc.) and sex education in the school curriculum. Legislati-
on proposals that would fit the aforementioned ideas would include: anonymous 
exam papers to prevent biases and gender studies in every curriculum. From kinder-
garten to college, education should be accessible to all minorities and immigrants in 
Europe.

To promote the idea of a free-of-charge and public education for all young people in 
Europe regardless of income, gender, sexual orientation, and immigration status, the 
ELYN proposes to the EL Congress 6 main axes which the Party should include in its 
scheduling and budgeting:

1. Events discussing the student movements in different countries, and estab-
lishment of student solidarity action days (ex. Solidarity with Iranian Women, 
Palestine, Western Sahara, etc.)

2. Investment in pilot programs that introduce gender equality, sexual orienta-
tion, and sex education in public schools and universities.

3. Workshops with immigrant populations raising the issue of underrepresen-
ted minorities in education which will help ensure access to free education for 
all refugees at kindergartens, schools, and universities and stop their deporta-
tion/ pushbacks.

4. Introduce to the EL programme not only climate change but also the topic 
of fighting climate and science denial in schools and universities (critical thin-
king).

5. Link the ELYN with the EL Housing Network to promote affordable student 
housing.

6. EL-funded campaign to get out the young vote.

Motion - Creation of an European Observatory of 
public services

Proposed by Maite Mola

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted, over the past three years, the serious dys-
functions on the European continent in terms of coordination of public policies in the 
face of a common scourge. From the start, we observed: the lack of protective equip-
ment, whether for individuals or for carers and hospital staff, the rivalry between states 
to obtain supplies of equipment and vaccines; then the very great disparity in the 
organisation of health and economic measures to protect the population; then there 
were the great differences in the organisation of health and economic measures to 
protect the population and to continue the education of children; and also the great 
difficulties in terms of transport, supply and logistics, and finally, of course, the serious 
discrepancies in the social protection systems of Europeans. All of this made us aware 
of the unpreparedness of the public services of the European continent in the face of 
a major crisis. It is a fact that there is no effective tool for coordinating public policies 
in Europe that can anticipate, organise and manage such a crisis. However, it is very 
likely that crises of this kind will recur, with obviously unexpected reasons such as 
climatic, sanitary, environmental, and unfortunately also military reasons! 

For more than 5 years, the "Public services" working group of the EL has been con-
ducting a political reflection to create an observatory of public services in Europe. 

In the political document of our last congress in Berlin in 2019, we stated:
"The defence and extension of public services, at national and European level, are 
tools to implement a new development policy that takes the opposite direction of the 
liberal logic. This must be based on a transparent and democratic control tool. An 
observatory on the deterioration of public services, with common criteria in each 
country, must be set up.

The crisis we have just experienced confirms the urgency of setting up such an obser-
vatory, which would make it possible to take stock of the public resources available on 
the European continent to better protect the population. It would be the first essential 
link in the chain for developing and coordinating European public services that could 
act at the continental level on issues that affect all EU countries. This observatory, an 
international scientific tool that will bring together all the skills needed to evaluate the 
public policies of the States, will give everyone a serious perception of the means 
available to protect the citizens, and of course provide arguments for action. We also 
note with interest that European trade union organisations are now also working on 
this subject.

Motion - For a European pole of public research to 
break the pharmaceutical oligopoly

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista 

The Covid pandemic dramatically highlighted the commercial nature of the pharma-
ceutical lobbies at the expense of the people who paid a huge price in terms of 
deaths, crisis in national health services, worsening of general health, and lack of 
vaccines for the global South. Although researchers have been predicting the 
development of coronavirus epidemics for about 18 years, the pharmaceutical indust-
ry has not invested in vaccine research, nor has it developed research into antiviral 
drugs that can prevent the progression of the disease once the infection has occur-
red.

Pharmaceutical industries only engage in research when the market looks geographi-
cally large and sustainable. For example, research on infectious diseases and vaccines 
is much more limited compared to other drugs.

The biomedical research system is sick and completely diverted from its mission of 
defending the health of humanity and is instead tilted solely towards the centrality of 
maximum profit for the pharmaceutical oligopoly, which receives substantial subsi-
dies from governments, but accepts no limits.

For this reason, the European Left, following the campaign on the suspension of 
patents on vaccines, is committed to developing in the most effective way a struggle 
for the creation of a European public pole - a large centre that intervenes in the whole 
cycle of medicine: research, production, development, and distribution, that makes 
the fruit of its research available to the world – medicines, technologies, and vaccines 
at affordable prices for the benefit of humanity.

Motion – Fight pedocriminality and gender-based
and sexual violence

Proposed by the Feminist commission of the PCF 

In France, a ground-breaking Senate report has highlighted the link between the 
criminal porn industry, pimping networks, and the trafficking of human beings, inclu-
ding minors. 
Landmark trials are underway involving owners of criminal porn sites for human traffi-
cking, acts of barbarism, torture, racism... 

Today, pedocriminality and pornography are linked: pedocriminal content circulates 
on pornographic sites. As the lawsuits against You Porn have shown: Three quarters 
of pornographic content contains pedocriminality.

The platforms hosting this industry have to take clear standpoints against sexual 
violence.

The criminal pornography industry makes profits on pedocriminality violence. on the 
insecurity of its victims. Young girls who have come from child welfare services and/or 
who have been subjected to domestic violence (including sexual and incestuous 
violence) are prime targets for these networks, in a continuum of violence, exploiting 
their precariousness and social fragility.

These pornographic sites are used by pedocriminals as relays for sexual violence. 

Europe is the cradle of pedocriminality: 62% of pedocriminal content on the net origi-
nates in Europe. In Europe, the detection, reporting, and removal of such content are 
subject only to the "voluntary" action of providers and hosts. At the beginning of 
2024, this interim minimum legislation expires.

We propose that the EL:

Fights for strengthening European legislation on the prevention and protecti-
on of minors against pornography and child pornography. 

Fight gender-based and sexual violence including pedocriminality especially 
on digital plattforms.

Ask to the European governing and the European Parliament to take the 
necessary measures in the fight against the dissemination of pedophile cont-
ent hosted by pornographic sites in particular, also considering our demands 
in the field of digital politics.

Launches actions in 2023 against cyber-violence, pedocriminality and porn-cri-
me; and to prevent it among young people as well as among parents and 

professionals in contact with young people, in order to change the European 
legislation.

Creates a working group in the European Left about the pornographic industry

Motion - On the international situation

Proposed by Maite Mola

The plurality and diversity that exist in the assessments and analyses of the internatio-
nal situation that we have within the European Left oblige us to make an effort to find 
common points that allow us to act jointly on the international scene in line with the 
values that the EL has defended since its constitution – among others, the unconditio-
nal commitment of the EL to peace, disarmament and the defence of international 
legality within the framework of the Founding Declaration of the United Nations.
 
As EL we consider vital the need for multilateral international relations based on soli-
darity cooperation of mutual benefits among all nations, joining wills and efforts so 
that all the inhabitants of the planet have the right to a dignified life, and to fight 
together against emergency situations such as the one humanity is experiencing 
today.
 
The EL urges the countries that possess nuclear weapons to negotiate treaties that 
limit their production and deployment, and to advance towards the goal of achieving 
global nuclear disarmament that entails their elimination with environmental guaran-
tees. 

In this sense, we defend the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to confront 
the logic of the blocs, and we defend the logic of collective security on the basis of 
the development of the role of the OSCE and the Council of Europe, and the prospect 
of a pan-European conference and treaty on collective security with Russia.
 
The EL is involved in the struggle for a new international order based on new princip-
les, new values and new forms of representation of the international community. This 
leads us to propose the re-foundation of the UN with a new distribution in the partici-
pation of all the states of the planet, and a new dimension of its international agencies 
(which are regularly attacked by the current US government), as well as rethinking the 
configuration and role of the economic institutions that have been the pillars on which 
the domination of big capital over the planet's economic resources, raw materials and 
natural resources has been built, imposing neoliberal policies that have destroyed all 
the public elements of social protection.
 
In coherence with our historical position of support for the recognition of the rights of 
the Saharawi people through the holding of the referendum of self-determination, we 
criticise the pressures that try to bend the resistance of this people through all kinds 
of aggressions and we demand that the Spanish government assume its responsibility 
as a decolonising power to enforce the agreements of the United Nations.
 
We reiterate our support for the peoples of Turkey and the Kurdish people who are 
confronting the Erdogan regime and we demand the withdrawal from Syria of the 
foreign troops that still occupy an important part of its territory.
 

The European Left reaffirms its solidarity with the Palestinian people who continue to 
struggle for the development of a peace process and to allow the return of those who 
were expelled from their land. We demand that the International Community ensures 
the existence of a viable Palestinian state within the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem 
as its capital.
 
From the EL we salute the electoral successes that have led to the constitution of 
multiple progressive governments in Latin America, which can lead to the reactivation 
of a process of territorial integration of the continent and allow the exploitation of the 
multiple resources and wealth of the region for the benefit of the improvement of the 
lives of its peoples. 
 
We demand once again the lifting of the unjust and illegal blockade suffered by Cuba 
and all sanctions against all countries by the US government and its cronies, and we 
denounce the imperialist aggressions that try to subjugate the Latin American, Afri-
can, Mediterranean and Asian peoples who fight for their rights and freedoms.
 
From these points of view, the EL must lead a debate to help the construction of a 
"broad alliance" of social and political forces that will allow us to move from words to 
action, leading to a global mobilisation capable of challenging the ideological and 
political hegemony of those who endanger the future of humanity in the face of a 
future of peace and progress in harmony with nature.

Motion - Solidarity with the Palestinian people

Proposed by Middle East WG

Solidarity with the Palestinian people - the European Left condemns the continuing 
Israeli expansion of the occupation and colonization of the West Bank and promotes 
dialogue between all peace-making forces in region.

The European Left reiterates our strong support of the rights of the Palestinian people 
to their own state and land, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and for the return of the 
Palestinian refugees. 

WE condemn the Israeli aggression with the expansion of the illegal occupation and 
settlements in the West Bank, the escalating attacks on the towns and villages in the 
West Bank, as well as the Israeli embargo and attacks against Gaza.
We note that there has been no US, EU, NATO or any Western sustainable attempt to 
stop the Israeli violations of the rules of international law, exposing their double stan-
dards.

Today over 760,000 Israeli settlers are living in the occupied West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem - thus violating the rules of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibiting an 
occupational power to transfer its population to an occupied territory. The UN Gene-
ral Assembly has adopted resolutions (i.e. 242 and 338) denouncing the Israeli occu-
pation, declaring it to be illegal and calling for an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. Again in 2004 a UN General Assembly resolution underlined the right of 
the Palestinian people to their territory. The occupation of the West Bank is further-
more referred to as illegal by the International Court in the Hague. In 2012 the UN 
recognized Palestine as an observer state of the UN. 

With the election of a new far-right government in Israel promising even more aggres-
sion and bloodshed in the Palestinian territories there is a dangerous risk of increa-
sing the already mounting violence to full scale conflict. 
These aggressive expansionist policies of Israel are detrimental not only to the Palesti-
nian people but also to ordinary Israeli citizens, who can all anticipate a never-ending 
conflict and war for many years to come, including the possibility of renewed war with 
neighbouring countries.

The European Left calls for a just solution to the conflict, to be initiated by a total 
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories in keeping with UN resolutions. To 
obtain this we recommend:

The EL stress that the EU-Israel Association Agreement is, according to its 
article 2, based on the fulfilment of human rights and emphasises these as a 
guiding principle; calls for suspension of the Association Agreement until 
there no clear guarantees of an ending to the systematic violations of the 
human rights of the Palestinian population.

The labelling of goods from the Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

We call for a stop to the special Israeli relation to NATO.

We reiterate our support of a just peace based on the UN resolutions with a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its capital 
and with the return of the Palestinian refugees. A two state just solution based 
on equal security is the only viable one.

We call for the recognition of the Palestinian state by the EU member states – 
and by as many countries and institutions as possible, which is an important 
step in that direction.

We denounce policies which criminalize peace and solidarity activists, inclu-
ding left and peace forces inside Israel. We greet Israeli youth objecting to 
doing their military service in the occupied territories, fighting against Israeli 
occupation of Palestine and demanding a free and independent Palestinian 
State.    

 
It is more than ever important to commemorate the long protest and struggle of the 
Palestinian people, who for decades have fought Israeli aggression and occupation.

We assure the Palestinian people and the civil forces of Israeli Society fighting for 
dialog and peacemaking of our continuing support and solidarity.

Motion - Solidarity with Kurdish People

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - Progressive Alliance

We unequivocally condemn Turkey’s attacks and invasion of Kurdish areas in Iraq and 
Syria.
With these attacks, Turkey is violating International Law, while at the same time blo-
wing up the foundations of the peace process in Syria.
We express our solidarity with Kurdish people facing the Turkish attack and call on the 
EU vice president and High Representative for foreign policy to take a clear stand and 
oppose Erdogan’s expansion in the wider region.
Kobane became a global symbol of resistance to ISIS jihadists in 2014, was one of the 
targets of the Turkish army, and as a result dozens of civilians were killed.
The airstrikes destroyed a hospital, a food silo, a power plant as well as military infra-
structure.
The unprecedented model of Rojava, where there is no discrimination between men 
and women has been a rampart against obscurantism and a salvation for thousands of 
citizens from jihadists, seems to be bothering Turkey and President Erdogan who is 
killing innocents in order to do petty politics for the votes of the far-right public in 
Turkey ahead of the presidential elections. The coexistence between peoples in the 
region is a reality and could be a model for the entire Middle East.

We, the representatives of the political parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, express our full 
solidarity with the Kurdish people, once again under the bombs of Erdogan’s regime, 
and we denounce the total silence of European media and Institutions.

We demand:

The immediate termination in arms trade to Turkey.

For the immediate and unconditional release of Selahattin Demirtaş, in accor-
dance with the 2018 judgement of the ECHR, confirmed by the judgement of 
December 2020; demands the dropping of all charges against Mr Demirtaş 
and Ms Figen Yüksekdağ, former co-chairs of the opposition HDP party, as 
well as the other currently imprisoned members of the party; stresses that the 
Turkish authorities must allow these people to exercise their democratic man-
date in complete independence, without being threatened or hindered.

To take actions in order to defend human rights of Kurdish people on risk of 
extradition.

We reaffirm our support for all those who continue to work to put an end to all mani-
festation of pure injustice, and to put Turkey back on the path to full democracy.
            

Motion on Iran

Proposed by the Motion Commission

For more than three months, Iran has been engulfed in a truly nation-wide, mass 
uprising in the name of “Woman, Life, Freedom”. This uprising is for life, for 
democracy, for human rights, for gender equality and for equality of each individual 
Iranian, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation.
Escalating repression has served only to embolden and massively strengthen the 
determination of this movement.

This movement erupted following the death of a young Kurdish woman at the hands 
of Iran’s notorious Morality Police, Iranian women have been at the forefront of this 
movement, and are proving to be Iran’s unifying agents of social and political change. 
Their unswerving determination to force change has enormous implications and set a 
precedent worldwide.

Iranian youth all over the country have joined the movement taking the streets and 
continuously developing new, ingenious non-violent ways to confront the regime.

This struggle is a direct result of the despotic’s regime own policies, which have resul-
ted in deeply rooted hatred for the Islamic Republic. This uprising is determined to 
remain united in the demand for democracy and to put an end to despotic imposition 
of religious diktat.

The authorities have responded with extreme brutality, shooting or beating to death 
hundreds of demonstrators. More than 18.000 demonstrators have been arrested, 
some of them “enemies of God and corruption on earth”. Widespread persistent 
reports have emerged of prisoners being subjected to horrific torture and rape. Sum-
mary trials have begun, with demonstrators already being condemned to execution. 

The Islamic Republic is trying everything to divide the movement. Military units have 
been brought to control areas as Baluchistan and the northwest of the country where 
Kurdish people live.
At the same time, the regime is repressing peaceful demonstrations, where all ethnic 
backgrounds and religious groups are taking part, calling for democracy and equal 
rights in Iran. 

The 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- condemns the repression and violence by the regime and demands the immediate 
halt to executions and freedom for all those arrested in the demonstrations
- expresses its wholehearted solidarity with the courageous and determined Iranian 
mass movement united under the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom”

Motion Culture

Proposed by Jean-Pierre Michiels

Just as air and water are essential to life, culture is essential to living together.
 
Thus, the covid crisis has shown how necessary culture and the arts are to cross this 
difficult course. 

Culture and the arts can also be a factor of peace and rapprochement between peo-
ples. It is not acceptable for World Heritage cultures to be ostracized because of 
admittedly reprehensible policies or actions committed by some governments. 

Culture, both in its diversity and its universality, has contributed to the unification of 
Europe.  

This is why the EL:

Disapproves of the measures of prohibition and censorship against Russian 
culture and artists who have nothing to do with Putin's war.

Expresses its solidarity with the artists who, at the risk of losing their freedom, 
oppose this war.

Supports the resolution voted by a large majority by the European Parliament 
for the EU to devote 2% of its GDP to support artists and culture.

Motion - Stop the war: cease-fire now!

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

We condemn Russias’s military aggression against Ukraine, which is a crime under 
international humanitarian law. There is no justification for war and although no state-
ment is sure in wartime, the hypotheses are that casualties, including civilian, are 
hundreds of thousands, along with millions of refugees and people without homes, 
and territory destruction.

The bombing of civilian infrastructure and the electricity grid poses enormous prob-
lems for the survival of the population during the winter season.

In this framework the countries of the European Union have decided on an increase in 
military spending, which means starting a new arms race and a reduction to social 
spending.

The risk that article 5 of the NATO Agreement is activated is every day closer to beco-
ming a reality (as after the accident of the Ukrainian missile falling in Poland), which 
will mean an escalation until a nuclear war. 

With the Minsk Agreement of 2014, a possible solution to the crisis in Ukraine had 
been undertaken. The governments, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission are not playing a mediating role as they should.

The European Union must work to stop the ongoing massacre, and seek a peaceful 
and lasting resolution based on the principles of international law, and the need to 
guarantee mutual security: we speak of “diplomacy not arms!”

Last November 5th in Rome, 150.000 people responded to the call of “Europe For 
Peace Network”, which brings together hundreds of pacifist and nonviolent associa-
tions, trade unions, the Catholic world, personalities of culture and solidarity, and 
clearly demonstrated that they don’t accept war as a solution to the current crisis.

Pope Francis also continues to propose the path of ceasefire and negotiations to stop 
the massacre.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, join our voice with the 
many others that struggle for asking an immediate ceasefire, now, in order to start 
negotiations.

We are committed to the development of the movement for peace, disarmament and 
stopping the increase in military spending, throughout Europe.

PEOPLE DON’T WANT WAR.
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Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 

MOTIONS
Adopted by vote at the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (2022)
Motion Directive 2001/55/EC must be applied for every human being 
- Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Free Julian Assange - Die Linke
Motion Human Rights are non-negotiable! – Die Linke
Motion On the situation in Ireland - EL Executive Board
Motion Fighting the Far Right: building and strengthening the movement 
- Fighting the Far Right WG
Motion Latin America is still in dispute - Latin America WG
Motion The programmatic priority concerning the right to housing 
- Housing Network
Motion Solidarity with the people of Cyprus - AKEL, YKP & BKP
Motion In solidarity with the Sahrawi people – EuiA
Motion Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and environmental crisis is 
needed – SKP
Motion on Uranium - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Path to the European Parliamentary Election - Die Linke
Motion Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight to lift the US blockade and 
sanctions - Die Linke
Motion Industrial Policy - Die Linke
Motion Creation of an European Observatory of public services - Maite Mola
Motion 20 years walking together - Transform!europe
Motion Youth Network (ELYN) - Youth Network
Motion For a European pole of public research to break the pharmaceutical 
oligopoly - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Fight pedocriminality, gender-based and sexual violence 
- Feminist Commission of PCF
Motion On the international situation – Maite Mola
Motion Solidarity with the Palestinian people - Middle East WG
Motion Solidarity with Kurdish People - Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - 
Progressive Alliance
Motion on Iran – Motion Commission
Motion Culture - Jean-Pierre Michiels
Motion Stop the war: cease-fire now! - Rifondazione Comunista

Motion - Directive 2001/55/EC 
must be applied for every human being
Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

Considering that on March 2, 2022 the Council of the European Union, on a proposal 
from the Commission, ascertained the existence of a massive influx of refugees from 
Ukraine.

Considering that as written in the Article 5 of Council Directive 2001/55/EC of July 20, 
2001, which has as its effect the introduction of temporary protection, the Council 
considered that this should be applied to any Ukrainian citizen who applies for it.

Considering that until then these directives had never been applied, even though 
there were enormous humanitarian crises with arrivals of refugees and asylum seekers 
in Europe.

Considering that there are many areas of conflict that continue to cause the flight of 
people and especially vulnerable people.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, pledges to mobilize, in 
each of the member states and with each of its constituent parties, to ensure that 
Directive 2001/55/EC is applied fairly for every human being fleeing invasion, perse-
cution, and dictatorship. 

Indeed, the proper application of the directive is a valuable first tool to save lives by 
actually taking them away from traffickers, to ensure safe channels of access, and to 
commit all member states to offer welcome and refuge.

It cannot be the origin, the color of the skin, the culture of origin that determines 
whether or not one has access to the guarantees offered by the European Union.

There cannot be refugees to be welcomed and refugees to be rejected. 

Motion - Free Julian Assange
Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left Party calls for the immediate release of journalist and Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange and the prevention of his extradition to the United States.

If extradited to the US, Assange will face 18 charges under the 1917 Espionage Act 
and a potential sentence of 175 years in prison for “crimes” that include great pieces 
of journalism relevant to the whole society since they tell the truth about war, like the 
Iraq War Logs, the Afghan War Logs, Cablegate and the collateral murder video.

The Assange case is one of the most important press freedom cases of a generation. 
Its implications for civil liberties and fundamental rights are far-reaching and serious.

It is with hope that we observe voices and initiatives from all over the world calling for 
Julians release and have been condemning the treatment of him in jail. United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer, reported that Assange showed 
“all the symptoms typical of victims of prolonged psychological torture”. He continu-
ed: “The case is a huge scandal and represents the failure of Western rule of law. If 
Julian Assange is convicted, it will be a death sentence for freedom of the press.”

We welcome recent initiatives, like :
- The nomination of Julian Assange among the finalists for European Parliaments‘ 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.
- “Publishing is not a crime“ by big media groups (The New York Times, The Guardian, 
Le Monde, Der Spiegel, El País) appealing to the administration of President Joe 
Biden to drop the charges. 
- Latin American state leaders Petro and Lula showing their commitment and support 
for Julian Assange’s freedom.

The member, observer and partner parties of the European Left will continue raising 
the issue in their respective countries by:
- Organizing events, rallys, hosting film screenings (tbc) of “Ithaka“, a powerful docu-
mentary following the campaign to free Assange ahead of the extradition procee-
dings
- Trying to exert pressure on parliament members and governments. 

#AssangeCase #FreeAssange #JulianAssange

Motion - Human Rights are non-negotiable! 
The European Left Party stands in Solidarity with 
Refugees!
(on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2022)

Proposed by Die Linke

On December 10th people around the world celebrate the international Human 
Rights Day. It serves as a reminder of the principles that should govern both our poli-
tics and everyday lives. In times of global turmoil and disturbance, the right of all 
people to choose their place of residence, equality and non-discrimination are more 
important than ever. The European Conventions on Human Rights set out these prin-
ciples and proposed the guidelines for the European Court of Human Rights, which is 
tasked with enforcing the latter. 

Currently, many people have to leave their habitat and flee to other countries in fear 
of persecution and their livelihoods. Since 2014, more than 25,000 people have 
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. Each number represents a person, with a name, a 
family, and hopes for a better future in Europe.
The European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex has been violating funda-
mental human rights for years. We condemn the agency's involvement in, and cover-
ing up of, illegal pushbacks and we take accusations of misconduct and irregularities 
serious.

 European countries in particular have a responsibility to guarantee refugees a fresh 
start, whether they seek refuge for political, economic or other reasons. We stand up 
for human rights – and for all the people who have been victims of Frontex's human 
rights abuses.

One of the frightening examples currently in the spotlight is Qatar. Since Qatar won 
the hosting rights for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 2010, it exemplifies the corruption 
of the FIFA-system. Many migrants live and work in Qatar, most of them come from 
South Asia, and human rights violations can be observed in their everyday lives – 
particularly during the preparations for the World Cup. There have been an enor-
mously high number of deaths on the construction sites for the soccer World Cup in 
Qatar, the estimates are at least 6500. This event was supposed to be a celebration of 
the world coming together over sports. In reality, it has shown us the violation of the 
rights of migrant workers, as well as the discrimination against women and LGBTIQ* 
community within the hosting country.

For the European Left, human rights are non-negotiable - not on ships crossing the 
Mediterranean, not in the woods at the Belarusian-polish border and not on buil-
ding-sites in Qatar. We stand in solidarity with all those whose fundamental human 
rights are under attack, be it by border regimes or exploitative and harming working 
conditions!

Motion - On the situation in Ireland
From EL Executive Board

This 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL) recognises: 

That the Irish people have the right to self-determination;

That Brexit has been a catalyst for constitutional change in Ireland, with succes-
sive opinion polls underpinning growing support for Irish unity;

That increasing numbers of citizens across the island of Ireland, from wide and 
varied backgrounds, accept partition has failed;

That the Good Friday Agreement provides the democratic means to achieve 
Irish unity and end partition in Ireland;

That support for a referendum on Irish unity is growing across Europe and 
more widely;

That the aspiration to a new Irish constitutional democracy, based on equality, 
social justice, citizen rights and respect for diversity, is a legitimate democratic 
objective.

The EL notes:

Recent initiatives taken within Irish civic society which have broadened the 
discussion on constitutional change in Ireland;

The establishment of Sinn Féin’s ‘Commission on the Future of Ireland’ as a 
constructive initiative designed to encourage the wider conversation on Irish 
unity.
 

The EL urges: 

To the Irish Government to convene and resource an all-island Citizens’ 
Assembly on Irish unity, to plan and prepare for constitutional change;

To the Irish Government to use its international diplomatic resources to secure 
a date for a unity referendum;

to all progressive political and civic forces to support the process of constituti-
onal change and achievement of Irish unity across Europe, and within the 
European Parliament;

And we pledge the support and resources of EL to these ends.

Motion - Fighting the Far Right: building and strengt-
hening the movement

Proposed by the Fighting the Far Right Working Group

Congress notes that as the world faces multiple crises – war, pandemic, climate catas-
trophe and economic crisis – the conditions exist for a major surge in support for the 
far right. We live in a context where the far right is the "new normal" of the right in the 
global north, and increasingly, also, in the global south.

Congress believes that the Party of the European Left must renew and strengthen its 
commitment to defeating the far right wherever it emerges and in all its forms.

The Fighting the Far Right Working Group believes that part of this commitment 
comes through the organisation of the “No Pasaran” conference.

In March 2022, an in-person edition of the "No Pasaran" conference took place the 
initiative of the Party of the European Left and the transform!europe Foundation. With 
the event taking place in Berlin, Germany, the organization counted with the decisive 
participation of Die Linke.

From the European Left Fighting the Far Right Working Group we make a positive 
balance of the Conference, which brought together more than a hundred social acti-
vists, from anti-fascism to feminism, from the rights of migrants to the LGBTI+ commu-
nity, from the trade union movement to anti-racist movements, leaders of European 
and Latin American left-wing parties, and academics who study the phenomenon of 
the far right from different countries. The more than 10 panels allowed an exchange 
between people who live in the most diverse countries of Europe, from east and west, 
north and south, about how we characterize the new far right we are facing, what 
should be the tactics to confront them.

In light of this success, this Congress supports:

the biannual organization of the “No Pasaran” Conference, with the next event 
to take place in 2024;

building on the links already made through the “No Pasaran” conferences to 
date, to extend the political and social reach of the “No Pasaran” preparatory 
process, with an inclusive approach to movements and communities.

Motion - Latin America is still in dispute

Proposed by the Latin America and the Caribbean WG

In a world with significant advances of right-wing forces and a global offensive against 
the living conditions of the people, it is worth following Latin America and the Carib-
bean situation in in Europe.
The events unfolding in the continent speak directly to us, especially regarding the 
ongoing conflict between a strict application of the neo-liberal project on one hand 
and the different popular alternative projects on the other.  In some cases, these 
envisage a form of "socialism of the 21st century". 

Since our last Congress, there have been important changes in the political geogra-
phy of the region, with a “progressive” wave and new governments who embrace a 
range of different policies, focused on the responses to the new challenges. But all of 
them have, as their central goals, social improvements for their populations and a 
strengthening of cooperation in Latin America and greater autonomy from the US. 
At the same time, in the face of the climate crisis, these new governments can imple-
ment new policies with a concerted effort to improve the situation in the Amazon 
region.

However, from the point of view of “progressivism”, the situation is far from stabilising. 
The imperialist strategy and offensive are slightly different from the past: so far, it has 
not been that of "old style" military coups of the Pinochet type. Apart from the case of 
Bolivia, the path chosen has been that of "soft coups" through "lawfare", attempted 
assassinations (against Nicolás Maduro, Cristina Fernández), the massive use of Big 
Data (not only for elections), the strengthening of reactionary sectors of the churches, 
with the reorganisation of the fascist extreme right with "new manners" and political 
models, with some popular support. Moreover, the right-wing is coordinating interna-
tionally with a global strategy, and with the support of European fascists. 

Blockades and sanctions by the USA and EU play an increasingly important role, from 
the historic blockade to Cuba and Venezuela, to their political use against more coun-
tries, while forcing the entire West to follow their policies.
The fight against "unilateral coercive measures" is one of the priorities of the common 

agenda between European and Latin America left. 
In the global neo-liberal agenda, the “Free Trade Agreements” pushed by the Euro-
pean Union also play an important role in the recolonization of the region, with very 
damaging effects on social rights and environment.
The European Left is a much sought-after political interlocutor. Our collaboration has 
taken various forms, with interesting results: joint seminars, speaker’s cross-invitations 
at events, mobilisations on both continents, and support from parliaments of citizen's 
battles against the Free Trade Agreements of the European Union (EU-Mexico, 
EU-Mercosur, EU-Central America, EU-Chile). In addition, the European Left was pre-
sent as an election observer in Peru, Ecuador, Honduras, Bolivia, and Colombia. Paral-
lel to our bilateral relations (parties, trade unions, feminist and environmental mo-

vements, human rights organisations, etc.), the European Left has had a privileged 
relationship with the forces of the São Paulo Forum, in the defence of the democratic 
State and social conquests, as well as in the confrontation with fascism and coup 
d'état. 
For the progressive governments of Latin America, it is of great importance to diver-
sify their international relations. The struggle for democracy, the sovereignty of the 
peoples, human and social rights, and socialism, are slogans still in force for many 
Latin American and European countries. To expand constructive relations, the left 
forces in Europe and Latin America need to develop broader and more concrete 
partnerships.

The Congress of the Party of the European Left commits itself to develop the 
following Action Plan: 

To deepen the common battle for peace on both continents. 

To unify the campaign against blockades and unilateral coercive measures, for 
the respect of the sovereignty of the peoples. 

To set up election observation missions, which will also monitor the electoral 
processes after the elections against any external interference.

Hold a seminar and campaign against the EU's Free Trade Agreements with 
Latin America. 

Continue the join EL-São Paulo Forum seminar on "Shared Visions".  

Hold events against lawfare together with the São Paulo Forum. 

Develop campaigns aimed at the protection of the Amazon. 

Attend meetings of the EUROLAT body of parliamentarians from both conti-
nents. 

Hold events on the 50th anniversary of the coups d'état in Uruguay (June) and 
Chile (September).

Motion - The programmatic priority concerning the 
right to housing: emergency and structural policies

Proposed by the the Housing Network

Europe (its working class) has been experiencing a severe housing crisis for more 
than a decade now, worsened by the pandemic, war, energy crises, and skyrocketing 
prices of real estate. Simultaneously, there are millions of vacant properties. The 
housing crisis is a consequence of EU and member-states neoliberal policies: liberali-
sation and financialisation of the housing market, cuts in public spending, and in 
particular public housing investment. The results are: increased precariousness of 
housing conditions, rise of evictions, foreclosures and homelessness, and gentrificati-
on of neighbourhoods. If real estate values are kept this high, no government will be 
able to stabilise the market with meagre public investment. We lack some much-nee-
ded public investment.

This housing crisis exposes social inequalities, and is a mass and popular issue. Inse-
curity affects more than 20% of the total population in Europe: inhabitants are forced 
to choose whether to pay rent, mortgage, bills, or food. The working classes are uni-
fied in this battle, claiming housing as a social right, against policies based on housing 
as a commodity and financial asset. Moreover, urban housing stocks significantly 
affect the urban environment - regeneration and reduction of land consumption is a 
priority for climate neutrality.

The EL thus decides to mobilise (both directly and through political and social allian-
ces) to guarantee:

Housing as a right: Housing security is a right, no one should be left home-
less. In the face of a systemic crisis, individuals have no responsibility, and the 
public sector and banks must bear the risk. 

Public interest: Privatisation, financialisation, and liberalisation have failed. 
The general interest calls for radical and integrated interventions.

Through urgent policies that ensure:

Public intervention that regulates and stabilises the private market, strengt-
hening tenants’ rights.

Structural intervention and investment in public housing, starting with the use 
and reuse of existing housing stock, including the conversion of public buil-
dings (like empty military complexes and hospitals). 

Progressive taxation on housing and property, reversing interventions that 
subsidise expensive properties.

Reversing financialisation of the housing market and securitisation of housing 
debt.

Methodology 

A. Political 

1.Promote common and unifying messages and vision.
2. Share good practices and forms of popular resistance.

B.   Institutional Measures

Emergency
1. Restructure housing debt, with debt cancellation.
2. Legislative instruments to prohibit evictions and foreclosures, if adequate 
alternative housing that respects human rights is not offered.

Structural
1. Implement available instruments:

a. Put the European Pillar of Social Rights into practice (Art. 19 and 20)

b. Implement the European Parliament Resolution of 21 January 2021 on 
access to decent and affordable housing for all (2019/2187(INI))

2. Demand new legislative/institutional instruments: 

a. European regulation of the private market sector, starting with short-term 
rentals. 

b. Exempt housing public funding from the internal market and competition 
regime (considered state aid). 

c. Use of European funds for the development of public housing. 

d. Link housing policies to A) social cohesion; B) energy saving; C) ecological 
transition

Motion - Solidarity with the people of Cyprus

Proposed by AKEL, YKP & BKP

The participants of the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left held in 
Vienna, Austria on 09-11 December 2022: 

Remind that the Cyprus problem is a result of foreign interventions and imperialist 
aggression.

Regret that the illegal occupation by Turkey of 37% of Cyprus territory is ongoing and 
that the Cyprus problem remains unresolved.

Regret that the people of Cyprus continue to suffer the division of their common 
homeland and constant violation of their human rights.

Underline that in the current international conditions of exacerbated militarisation of 
international relations, the sidelining of international law and the UN Charter, the 
peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem becomes even more urgent. 

Emphasize that the status quo is nor static nor can it represent a solution; on the cont-
rary, the status quo and the continuing stalemate serve Turkey’s long-term hegemonic 
objectives against Cyprus and the permanent division of Cyprus and its people. 

Stress the need for the international community to face decisively Turkey’s illegal 
actions in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Republic of Cyprus contrary to the Law 
of the Sea, as well as its illegal plans to settle Varosha further to the continuing illegal 
settlement of the northern part of Cyprus and changing the demographic structure of 
the northern part of Cyprus, along with the intensifying militarisation of the occupied 
areas by the further transfer of military equipment including combat drones which are 
causes of extreme concern for the present and the future of Cyprus. 

Call for the early resumption of a substantive dialogue, from where it was left in July 
2017, as this is a matter of urgency, in order to achieve a comprehensive solution on 
the agreed basis of a bizonal bicommunal federation with political equality, as this is 
prescribed by the relevant UN resolutions, with the withdrawal of all the Turkish occu-
pation troops and termination of the Treaty of Guarantee. This constitutes the sole 
viable option for Cyprus to be freed of the illegal occupation by Turkey and for the 
country and its people to reunify.

Reaffirm that the agreed basis of the solution, that is the transformation of the internal 
system of governance into a federal one, is the only way to reunite Cyprus and call 
upon Turkey to abandon its separatist position for a ‘two-state solution’. We declare 
that we will never accept any ‘solution’ that may jeopardize the true independence of 
Cyprus, bearing on its single sovereignty, single international legal personality and 
single citizenship, and whereby no third parties will be able to intervene and the 
human rights and freedoms of all Cypriots will be restored in accordance with interna-

tional law and the principles upon which the EU is founded.

Express their solidarity with and support to the struggle of all Cypriot people, Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, for the reunification of its country, and consider that 
the peaceful comprehensive solution of the Cyprus problem will contribute positively 
to the demilitarization, building of peace and prosperity for all peoples in the trou-
bled region of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.

The EL greets the bicommunal peace initiatives of the Cypriots which promote the 
spirit of co-existence and equal rights against divisive and nationalist practices.

Motion - In solidarity with the Sahrawi people

Proposed by EUiA

The Sahrawi population has been forced into exile for more than 40 years; the perma-
nent diaspora and the impossibility of returning to their land or living without subju-
gation. The Sahrawi have been subjected to human rights violations in the face of the 
passivity of the United Nations and other international actors.

The cruelty in the application of torture has increased alarmingly, and all the reports 
that have been drawn up on Western Sahara coincide in denouncing Morocco's syste-
matic and continuous violation of human rights.

It is necessary to remember that Western Sahara is considered by the United Nations 
a territory pending decolonisation.

On the other hand, the action of MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referend-
um in Western Sahara) has been clearly ineffective, not only failing to achieve the 
objectives for which it was created, but also giving Morocco room to exploit the natu-
ral resources of Western Sahara and to ensure control and population replacement.

Faced with these facts and having the international legality and the force of reason, 
the Sahrawi people continue to be humiliated and silenced, not only by the Moroccan 
government that exploits and occupies it, with the complicity of the media; it seems 
that it is only the civil society that is very clear that until the decolonisation process 
takes place, it must continue to fight to break the wall of silence.

In view of these facts, the Party of the European Left wishes to state the following:

Our total condemnation of Morocco's military interventions in the SADR area.

Our rejection of the Alaouite occupation of Western Sahara, an imperialist 
display of exploitation of natural resources and national oppression.

The concern about the inaction of the United Nations and MINURSO for the 
effective resolution of the conflict, which passes, as agreed and demanded by 
the Sahrawi people, through a binding referendum on self-determination.

The concern at the change of position of the PSOE in Spain, not listening to 
the will of its partner in government, of the Parliament and of the majority of 
Spanish citizens.

We denounce the complicit role that the French government has played with 
the Moroccan occupier all this time.

We express our absolute and firm solidarity with the Sahrawi people, the insti-
tutions of SADR, the Polisario Front and the UJSARIO.

Motion - Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and 
environmental crisis is needed

Proposed by The Communist Party of Finland

We are in the middle of environmental and climate crises. The capitalist system wor-
sens the crises through its continuous growth and over-spending of natural resources. 
Wars and the arms industry make things even worse by spending non-renewable 
natural resources.

Scientists have produced information and proposed solutions and acts, but politicians 
are unable to make real decisions or implement the decisions they have made. 
COP27 once again proved it.
Therefore, new actions are needed.

The Communist Party of Finland proposes that the European Left and its Environmen-
tal working group will organize in cooperation with Transform!europe an environmen-
tal seminar during the period 2023-2025 to bring together experts, scientists, left, 
green and progressive parties, and peace and environmental activists.

We organized the “No Survival Without Peace” seminar in Tampere, Finland and 
online together with the European Left and Transform Europe. We hope that it was a 
starting point for a new, strong and effective work to save our planet.

Motion – On Uranium

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

On 24 March 1999, NATO, without any UN authorisation, launched a carpet-bombing 
campaign on Serbia and Kosovo, indiscriminately targeting civilian infrastructure of all 
kinds and causing the deaths of 2500 civilians. This was a blatant violation of internati-
onal law and military actions were carried out which, according to the UN Charter, can 
be construed as war crimes.

As in other illegal NATO wars (Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya), depleted uranium munitions 
were used extensively (in an officially estimated quantity of between 12 and 16 
tonnes). The use of the heavy metal in bombing caused an ecocide that triggered a 
veritable 'cancer pandemic' that continues to claim thousands of victims twenty years 
later. 

Thousands are also the military victims, i.e. NATO soldiers themselves who have cont-
racted very serious cancer pathologies as a result of exposure to the heavy metal not 
only in the theatres of war but also at military firing grounds. The environmental 
devastation does not only affect the countries affected by the bombings but also the 
territories of NATO countries that host training facilities where these weapons are 
tested and used.  

In Italy there are at least 8000 sick veterans and about 400 of them have died.

In the Italian courts over 300 service cases won by veterans who were victims of 
depleted uranium against the Italian Ministry of Defence have produced case law 
establishing the causal correlation between the onset of serious cancer pathologies 
and exposure to depleted uranium. This jurisprudence has been used by a pool of 
lawyers to initiate compensation cases against NATO at the Belgrade High Court, but 
NATO has officially claimed immunity for the crimes for which it has been called to 
account.

War crimes are not time-barred.

The Party of the European Left pledges to bring the issue of civilian and military 
victims of depleted uranium to the attention of the European Parliament and to iden-
tify a path that can commit Parliament to the path of truth and justice for all victims 
and to the banning of these weapons inside and outside the EU perimeter.

Motion - Path to the European Parliamentary Election

Proposed by Die Linke

“Our political strategy and activities focus on building a more democratic, social, 
ecological and peaceful Europe. The outlined axes will guide us over the next three 
years. At the upcoming European elections, we will present ourselves as a strong 
European left force.” (EL political document draft 2022).

To reach the goal concerning the EP - election, we ask the board and secretariat to 
establish a working group as soon as possible for the preparation of the EP-Election. 
The working group, among other things:
- Should aim to agree on common “corporate design” elements, which should be 
used by all  our parties in the EP election campaign.
- Should develop cross-country-formats (conference, workshop, symposium, presen-
tation etc.) to make our national elections campaign a truly European one.
- Should agree on a few central topics, that we will recommend to include in our nati-
onal elections’ platforms in equal wording additionally to an EL election platform and 
in consideration with the Presidency of the EL.

Motion - Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight 
to lift the US blockade and sanctions

Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left welcomes the overwhelming result of the vote at the UN General 
Assembly on 3 November 2022 on the resolution on the "Necessity of ending the 
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of Ameri-
ca against Cuba": 

For the 30th year in a row, almost every country (185) on Earth voted to oppose the 
six-decade unilateral blockade which violates international and human rights and is, 
according to the Charter of the United Nations, a “warlike act”. The only countries that 
supported the illegal blockade were the United States itself and Israel. Brazil and 
Ukraine abstained. So far, the US government has ignored this powerful vote and 
continues to act against it. 

The Party of the European Left (EL):

Calls on governments and the EU to take concrete steps against the US 
blockade, in particular effective measures against the extraterritorial effects in 
Europe, as well as the end of the financial blockade, which is illegal under EU- 
law (Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996), but where 
European banks bow to US pressure.

Urges the European Commission to lodge a complaint with the WTO against 
the ongoing violations of international trade law by the US blockade and sanc-
tions against Cuba and Venezuela.

Demands the European Commission to fully implement the agreement on 
political dialogue and cooperation between the EU and Cuba.

Protests against any measure that violates the sovereignty of states in the Latin 
American region, aiming against the right of peoples to self-determination, 
including coercive economic measures, particularly affecting the population.

Calls on all progressive forces worldwide to protest against the blockade and 
enlarge the solidarity movement. The EL and its member parties have a high 
responsibility as far as the European area is concerned. Via civil society and 
parliamentary initiatives against the blockade we have to increase the pressure 
in the EU Parliament and in the national parliaments.

 A concrete idea for the near future, probably after the next EU elections,   
 is a “tribunal“, involving solidarity groups, parliamentarians, recognized   

 personalities, lawyers, scientists, trade unions, foundations. The intention  
 is to reach a larger public in order to denounce the illegal nature and   
 violation of human rights in Cuba and its people. 

The EL together with Cuba is involved in the struggle for Peace and against imperia-
lism and we also have as a common objective the preservation of the environment. 
We also consider fundamental the dissemination of the reality of the Cuban situation 
and the enormous effort made by Cuba and its government in favor of international 
solidarity. We will support all actions against the blockade, not only at the European 
level but we will promote them at the level of national parliaments and we will partici-
pate in all activities that will take place in Cuba at the international level with young 
people, intellectuals and feminists, as well as with international political organisations 
such as the Forum of São Paulo.

Motion - Industrial Policy

Proposed by Die Linke

The European left stands in solidarity with labour disputes all over Europe and 
demands coordinated industrial policy

The neoliberal Illusion of social welfare created by free market competition, which is 
enshrined in the founding documents and current institutions of the European Union, 
has seemingly dissolved into a distant noise in the current debates about price cont-
rols and the rationing & distribution of raw materials both among and within member 
states. The current shift in geopolitical power-relations towards a multi-polar wor-
ld-system and the disruption and disentanglement that can be observed in various 
global supply chains have made this evident to a much wider European public. 
Unions and workers are going on strike, local social movements modeled after the 
British „enough is enough“ are organizing rallies across the continent. We share their 
concerns for paying their bills and we stand in solidarity with those struggling for what 
is rightfully theirs. 

What is to be done? We need to confront climate change in a manner that both crea-
tes better working and living conditions as well as helps to preserve the planet. We 
demand active industrial policy and an EU-regulatory framework which would allow :
 -to encourage intra-European industrial cooperation, whereas competition policy has 
been opposed to this, in the name of the abuse of dominant positions, 
-to prevent competition between Member States on the basis of the lowest social and 
fiscal standards,
-to allow state aid, and to impose strict conditions on employment, training, ecologi-
cal transition and the absence of relocation. 
-to establish a selectivity of bank credit in favor of job-creating and ecological pro-
jects, and against the support of financial markets.
-To broaden the rights of employee representatives in the European group commit-
tees of multinational companies, so that they can influence their strategic orientations.

This will guarantee ensures the fostering of European technological, energy, social 
and ecological sovereignty as well as single member states will be prevented from 
arbitrarily taking advantage of other member states in the common market on the 
basis of their economic power. 

Investment and a strengthened European economic position are however not an end 
unto itself- EU policies aimed at creating it always have to take social justice, ecologic 
sustainability and questions of ownership into consideration. We oppose the solution 
to the crises of our time to be raising profits by once again worsening working condi-
tions, cutting wages, dismantling the welfare state and privatizing whats left of the 
public sector - that would be as economically wrong as it is morally unacceptable. 
„Competition only“ and „tightening the belt“ have to become political slogans of the 
past in the struggle for a better future. Next year will have to be a year of solidarity- we 
expect a wave of strikes for just wages and we demand political steps towards coordi-

nated industrial action.

We declare our full solidarity and support with all strikes, workers and their unions, 
because not only are they fighting for their legitimate interests, but their actions cont-
ribute to a progressive development of their respective societies as a whole. We 
condemn the enormous handouts to the rich during the pandemic. A system that 
allows for the rich to become richer even in times of crisis, is rigged. While the vast 
majority of the European people are experiencing a cost of living crisis, the number of 
billionaires rose to new heights. In times of economic turmoil, the question used to be 
‘heat or eat’. Today, it is no longer ‘heat or eat’, it is ‘I can’t heat and I can’t eat.’

Motion - 20 years walking together

Proposed by transform!europe 

As Transform!europe foundation of the Party of the European Left, we present the 
following motion:

In 2024 it will be 20 years since the creation of the Party of the European Left, foun-
ded in Rome on the 8th and 9th of May 2004. During these 20 years there have been 
many events, joint works and lessons learned on this path together in the European 
Left and that is why we believe it is important to commemorate our 20 years of exis-
tence.

We hereby propose that the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- approve that the new leadership structures coming out of this Congress propose a 
joint working group with Transform!europe to organize activities, events and 
publications on our 20 years together, which we will celebrate in 2024.

Motion – Youth Network (ELYN)

Proposed by the Youth Network

We live at a time where thousands of people get stripped of their basic human rights, 
one of those rights being access to education. The increased privatization across the 
entire educational spectrum, combined with racism forces people away from the path 
of knowledge and the development of critical thinking. The path we set forward 
should be an anthropocentric approach to education. We stand for an idea of educa-
tion that breaks away from the doctrine of a utilitarian education that focuses solely on 
immediate economic needs. Education should prepare citizens for the future and be 
free of bias based on ethnicity or gender. It should combine the transmission of both 
knowledge and skills. The EL Youth Network (ELYN) is committed to fighting for free, 
democratic, and public education while supporting university occupations/student 
strikes and activism as well as their anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist 
demands, thereby strengthening its links with the left.

School should be public. Public Schools should be free of charge, secular, and free 
from the influence of private or religious interests. Universities and research institutes 
should be freed up from economic pressures. We reject the Bologna Process, which 
mainly promotes the privatization of higher education, either by imposing extremely 
high tuition fees on university studies or by forcing students to pay huge amounts for 
housing or material needed to cope with their studies. We demand the establishment 
of state-provided affordable housing for students and young workers. In addition, we 
consider extremely important to introduce gender inclusivity (feminist movement, 
equal pay, LGBTQ+ rights etc.) and sex education in the school curriculum. Legislati-
on proposals that would fit the aforementioned ideas would include: anonymous 
exam papers to prevent biases and gender studies in every curriculum. From kinder-
garten to college, education should be accessible to all minorities and immigrants in 
Europe.

To promote the idea of a free-of-charge and public education for all young people in 
Europe regardless of income, gender, sexual orientation, and immigration status, the 
ELYN proposes to the EL Congress 6 main axes which the Party should include in its 
scheduling and budgeting:

1. Events discussing the student movements in different countries, and estab-
lishment of student solidarity action days (ex. Solidarity with Iranian Women, 
Palestine, Western Sahara, etc.)

2. Investment in pilot programs that introduce gender equality, sexual orienta-
tion, and sex education in public schools and universities.

3. Workshops with immigrant populations raising the issue of underrepresen-
ted minorities in education which will help ensure access to free education for 
all refugees at kindergartens, schools, and universities and stop their deporta-
tion/ pushbacks.

4. Introduce to the EL programme not only climate change but also the topic 
of fighting climate and science denial in schools and universities (critical thin-
king).

5. Link the ELYN with the EL Housing Network to promote affordable student 
housing.

6. EL-funded campaign to get out the young vote.

Motion - Creation of an European Observatory of 
public services

Proposed by Maite Mola

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted, over the past three years, the serious dys-
functions on the European continent in terms of coordination of public policies in the 
face of a common scourge. From the start, we observed: the lack of protective equip-
ment, whether for individuals or for carers and hospital staff, the rivalry between states 
to obtain supplies of equipment and vaccines; then the very great disparity in the 
organisation of health and economic measures to protect the population; then there 
were the great differences in the organisation of health and economic measures to 
protect the population and to continue the education of children; and also the great 
difficulties in terms of transport, supply and logistics, and finally, of course, the serious 
discrepancies in the social protection systems of Europeans. All of this made us aware 
of the unpreparedness of the public services of the European continent in the face of 
a major crisis. It is a fact that there is no effective tool for coordinating public policies 
in Europe that can anticipate, organise and manage such a crisis. However, it is very 
likely that crises of this kind will recur, with obviously unexpected reasons such as 
climatic, sanitary, environmental, and unfortunately also military reasons! 

For more than 5 years, the "Public services" working group of the EL has been con-
ducting a political reflection to create an observatory of public services in Europe. 

In the political document of our last congress in Berlin in 2019, we stated:
"The defence and extension of public services, at national and European level, are 
tools to implement a new development policy that takes the opposite direction of the 
liberal logic. This must be based on a transparent and democratic control tool. An 
observatory on the deterioration of public services, with common criteria in each 
country, must be set up.

The crisis we have just experienced confirms the urgency of setting up such an obser-
vatory, which would make it possible to take stock of the public resources available on 
the European continent to better protect the population. It would be the first essential 
link in the chain for developing and coordinating European public services that could 
act at the continental level on issues that affect all EU countries. This observatory, an 
international scientific tool that will bring together all the skills needed to evaluate the 
public policies of the States, will give everyone a serious perception of the means 
available to protect the citizens, and of course provide arguments for action. We also 
note with interest that European trade union organisations are now also working on 
this subject.

Motion - For a European pole of public research to 
break the pharmaceutical oligopoly

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista 

The Covid pandemic dramatically highlighted the commercial nature of the pharma-
ceutical lobbies at the expense of the people who paid a huge price in terms of 
deaths, crisis in national health services, worsening of general health, and lack of 
vaccines for the global South. Although researchers have been predicting the 
development of coronavirus epidemics for about 18 years, the pharmaceutical indust-
ry has not invested in vaccine research, nor has it developed research into antiviral 
drugs that can prevent the progression of the disease once the infection has occur-
red.

Pharmaceutical industries only engage in research when the market looks geographi-
cally large and sustainable. For example, research on infectious diseases and vaccines 
is much more limited compared to other drugs.

The biomedical research system is sick and completely diverted from its mission of 
defending the health of humanity and is instead tilted solely towards the centrality of 
maximum profit for the pharmaceutical oligopoly, which receives substantial subsi-
dies from governments, but accepts no limits.

For this reason, the European Left, following the campaign on the suspension of 
patents on vaccines, is committed to developing in the most effective way a struggle 
for the creation of a European public pole - a large centre that intervenes in the whole 
cycle of medicine: research, production, development, and distribution, that makes 
the fruit of its research available to the world – medicines, technologies, and vaccines 
at affordable prices for the benefit of humanity.

Motion – Fight pedocriminality and gender-based
and sexual violence

Proposed by the Feminist commission of the PCF 

In France, a ground-breaking Senate report has highlighted the link between the 
criminal porn industry, pimping networks, and the trafficking of human beings, inclu-
ding minors. 
Landmark trials are underway involving owners of criminal porn sites for human traffi-
cking, acts of barbarism, torture, racism... 

Today, pedocriminality and pornography are linked: pedocriminal content circulates 
on pornographic sites. As the lawsuits against You Porn have shown: Three quarters 
of pornographic content contains pedocriminality.

The platforms hosting this industry have to take clear standpoints against sexual 
violence.

The criminal pornography industry makes profits on pedocriminality violence. on the 
insecurity of its victims. Young girls who have come from child welfare services and/or 
who have been subjected to domestic violence (including sexual and incestuous 
violence) are prime targets for these networks, in a continuum of violence, exploiting 
their precariousness and social fragility.

These pornographic sites are used by pedocriminals as relays for sexual violence. 

Europe is the cradle of pedocriminality: 62% of pedocriminal content on the net origi-
nates in Europe. In Europe, the detection, reporting, and removal of such content are 
subject only to the "voluntary" action of providers and hosts. At the beginning of 
2024, this interim minimum legislation expires.

We propose that the EL:

Fights for strengthening European legislation on the prevention and protecti-
on of minors against pornography and child pornography. 

Fight gender-based and sexual violence including pedocriminality especially 
on digital plattforms.

Ask to the European governing and the European Parliament to take the 
necessary measures in the fight against the dissemination of pedophile cont-
ent hosted by pornographic sites in particular, also considering our demands 
in the field of digital politics.

Launches actions in 2023 against cyber-violence, pedocriminality and porn-cri-
me; and to prevent it among young people as well as among parents and 

professionals in contact with young people, in order to change the European 
legislation.

Creates a working group in the European Left about the pornographic industry

Motion - On the international situation

Proposed by Maite Mola

The plurality and diversity that exist in the assessments and analyses of the internatio-
nal situation that we have within the European Left oblige us to make an effort to find 
common points that allow us to act jointly on the international scene in line with the 
values that the EL has defended since its constitution – among others, the unconditio-
nal commitment of the EL to peace, disarmament and the defence of international 
legality within the framework of the Founding Declaration of the United Nations.
 
As EL we consider vital the need for multilateral international relations based on soli-
darity cooperation of mutual benefits among all nations, joining wills and efforts so 
that all the inhabitants of the planet have the right to a dignified life, and to fight 
together against emergency situations such as the one humanity is experiencing 
today.
 
The EL urges the countries that possess nuclear weapons to negotiate treaties that 
limit their production and deployment, and to advance towards the goal of achieving 
global nuclear disarmament that entails their elimination with environmental guaran-
tees. 

In this sense, we defend the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to confront 
the logic of the blocs, and we defend the logic of collective security on the basis of 
the development of the role of the OSCE and the Council of Europe, and the prospect 
of a pan-European conference and treaty on collective security with Russia.
 
The EL is involved in the struggle for a new international order based on new princip-
les, new values and new forms of representation of the international community. This 
leads us to propose the re-foundation of the UN with a new distribution in the partici-
pation of all the states of the planet, and a new dimension of its international agencies 
(which are regularly attacked by the current US government), as well as rethinking the 
configuration and role of the economic institutions that have been the pillars on which 
the domination of big capital over the planet's economic resources, raw materials and 
natural resources has been built, imposing neoliberal policies that have destroyed all 
the public elements of social protection.
 
In coherence with our historical position of support for the recognition of the rights of 
the Saharawi people through the holding of the referendum of self-determination, we 
criticise the pressures that try to bend the resistance of this people through all kinds 
of aggressions and we demand that the Spanish government assume its responsibility 
as a decolonising power to enforce the agreements of the United Nations.
 
We reiterate our support for the peoples of Turkey and the Kurdish people who are 
confronting the Erdogan regime and we demand the withdrawal from Syria of the 
foreign troops that still occupy an important part of its territory.
 

The European Left reaffirms its solidarity with the Palestinian people who continue to 
struggle for the development of a peace process and to allow the return of those who 
were expelled from their land. We demand that the International Community ensures 
the existence of a viable Palestinian state within the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem 
as its capital.
 
From the EL we salute the electoral successes that have led to the constitution of 
multiple progressive governments in Latin America, which can lead to the reactivation 
of a process of territorial integration of the continent and allow the exploitation of the 
multiple resources and wealth of the region for the benefit of the improvement of the 
lives of its peoples. 
 
We demand once again the lifting of the unjust and illegal blockade suffered by Cuba 
and all sanctions against all countries by the US government and its cronies, and we 
denounce the imperialist aggressions that try to subjugate the Latin American, Afri-
can, Mediterranean and Asian peoples who fight for their rights and freedoms.
 
From these points of view, the EL must lead a debate to help the construction of a 
"broad alliance" of social and political forces that will allow us to move from words to 
action, leading to a global mobilisation capable of challenging the ideological and 
political hegemony of those who endanger the future of humanity in the face of a 
future of peace and progress in harmony with nature.

Motion - Solidarity with the Palestinian people

Proposed by Middle East WG

Solidarity with the Palestinian people - the European Left condemns the continuing 
Israeli expansion of the occupation and colonization of the West Bank and promotes 
dialogue between all peace-making forces in region.

The European Left reiterates our strong support of the rights of the Palestinian people 
to their own state and land, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and for the return of the 
Palestinian refugees. 

WE condemn the Israeli aggression with the expansion of the illegal occupation and 
settlements in the West Bank, the escalating attacks on the towns and villages in the 
West Bank, as well as the Israeli embargo and attacks against Gaza.
We note that there has been no US, EU, NATO or any Western sustainable attempt to 
stop the Israeli violations of the rules of international law, exposing their double stan-
dards.

Today over 760,000 Israeli settlers are living in the occupied West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem - thus violating the rules of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibiting an 
occupational power to transfer its population to an occupied territory. The UN Gene-
ral Assembly has adopted resolutions (i.e. 242 and 338) denouncing the Israeli occu-
pation, declaring it to be illegal and calling for an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. Again in 2004 a UN General Assembly resolution underlined the right of 
the Palestinian people to their territory. The occupation of the West Bank is further-
more referred to as illegal by the International Court in the Hague. In 2012 the UN 
recognized Palestine as an observer state of the UN. 

With the election of a new far-right government in Israel promising even more aggres-
sion and bloodshed in the Palestinian territories there is a dangerous risk of increa-
sing the already mounting violence to full scale conflict. 
These aggressive expansionist policies of Israel are detrimental not only to the Palesti-
nian people but also to ordinary Israeli citizens, who can all anticipate a never-ending 
conflict and war for many years to come, including the possibility of renewed war with 
neighbouring countries.

The European Left calls for a just solution to the conflict, to be initiated by a total 
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories in keeping with UN resolutions. To 
obtain this we recommend:

The EL stress that the EU-Israel Association Agreement is, according to its 
article 2, based on the fulfilment of human rights and emphasises these as a 
guiding principle; calls for suspension of the Association Agreement until 
there no clear guarantees of an ending to the systematic violations of the 
human rights of the Palestinian population.

The labelling of goods from the Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

We call for a stop to the special Israeli relation to NATO.

We reiterate our support of a just peace based on the UN resolutions with a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its capital 
and with the return of the Palestinian refugees. A two state just solution based 
on equal security is the only viable one.

We call for the recognition of the Palestinian state by the EU member states – 
and by as many countries and institutions as possible, which is an important 
step in that direction.

We denounce policies which criminalize peace and solidarity activists, inclu-
ding left and peace forces inside Israel. We greet Israeli youth objecting to 
doing their military service in the occupied territories, fighting against Israeli 
occupation of Palestine and demanding a free and independent Palestinian 
State.    

 
It is more than ever important to commemorate the long protest and struggle of the 
Palestinian people, who for decades have fought Israeli aggression and occupation.

We assure the Palestinian people and the civil forces of Israeli Society fighting for 
dialog and peacemaking of our continuing support and solidarity.

Motion - Solidarity with Kurdish People

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - Progressive Alliance

We unequivocally condemn Turkey’s attacks and invasion of Kurdish areas in Iraq and 
Syria.
With these attacks, Turkey is violating International Law, while at the same time blo-
wing up the foundations of the peace process in Syria.
We express our solidarity with Kurdish people facing the Turkish attack and call on the 
EU vice president and High Representative for foreign policy to take a clear stand and 
oppose Erdogan’s expansion in the wider region.
Kobane became a global symbol of resistance to ISIS jihadists in 2014, was one of the 
targets of the Turkish army, and as a result dozens of civilians were killed.
The airstrikes destroyed a hospital, a food silo, a power plant as well as military infra-
structure.
The unprecedented model of Rojava, where there is no discrimination between men 
and women has been a rampart against obscurantism and a salvation for thousands of 
citizens from jihadists, seems to be bothering Turkey and President Erdogan who is 
killing innocents in order to do petty politics for the votes of the far-right public in 
Turkey ahead of the presidential elections. The coexistence between peoples in the 
region is a reality and could be a model for the entire Middle East.

We, the representatives of the political parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, express our full 
solidarity with the Kurdish people, once again under the bombs of Erdogan’s regime, 
and we denounce the total silence of European media and Institutions.

We demand:

The immediate termination in arms trade to Turkey.

For the immediate and unconditional release of Selahattin Demirtaş, in accor-
dance with the 2018 judgement of the ECHR, confirmed by the judgement of 
December 2020; demands the dropping of all charges against Mr Demirtaş 
and Ms Figen Yüksekdağ, former co-chairs of the opposition HDP party, as 
well as the other currently imprisoned members of the party; stresses that the 
Turkish authorities must allow these people to exercise their democratic man-
date in complete independence, without being threatened or hindered.

To take actions in order to defend human rights of Kurdish people on risk of 
extradition.

We reaffirm our support for all those who continue to work to put an end to all mani-
festation of pure injustice, and to put Turkey back on the path to full democracy.
            

Motion on Iran

Proposed by the Motion Commission

For more than three months, Iran has been engulfed in a truly nation-wide, mass 
uprising in the name of “Woman, Life, Freedom”. This uprising is for life, for 
democracy, for human rights, for gender equality and for equality of each individual 
Iranian, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation.
Escalating repression has served only to embolden and massively strengthen the 
determination of this movement.

This movement erupted following the death of a young Kurdish woman at the hands 
of Iran’s notorious Morality Police, Iranian women have been at the forefront of this 
movement, and are proving to be Iran’s unifying agents of social and political change. 
Their unswerving determination to force change has enormous implications and set a 
precedent worldwide.

Iranian youth all over the country have joined the movement taking the streets and 
continuously developing new, ingenious non-violent ways to confront the regime.

This struggle is a direct result of the despotic’s regime own policies, which have resul-
ted in deeply rooted hatred for the Islamic Republic. This uprising is determined to 
remain united in the demand for democracy and to put an end to despotic imposition 
of religious diktat.

The authorities have responded with extreme brutality, shooting or beating to death 
hundreds of demonstrators. More than 18.000 demonstrators have been arrested, 
some of them “enemies of God and corruption on earth”. Widespread persistent 
reports have emerged of prisoners being subjected to horrific torture and rape. Sum-
mary trials have begun, with demonstrators already being condemned to execution. 

The Islamic Republic is trying everything to divide the movement. Military units have 
been brought to control areas as Baluchistan and the northwest of the country where 
Kurdish people live.
At the same time, the regime is repressing peaceful demonstrations, where all ethnic 
backgrounds and religious groups are taking part, calling for democracy and equal 
rights in Iran. 

The 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- condemns the repression and violence by the regime and demands the immediate 
halt to executions and freedom for all those arrested in the demonstrations
- expresses its wholehearted solidarity with the courageous and determined Iranian 
mass movement united under the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom”

Motion Culture

Proposed by Jean-Pierre Michiels

Just as air and water are essential to life, culture is essential to living together.
 
Thus, the covid crisis has shown how necessary culture and the arts are to cross this 
difficult course. 

Culture and the arts can also be a factor of peace and rapprochement between peo-
ples. It is not acceptable for World Heritage cultures to be ostracized because of 
admittedly reprehensible policies or actions committed by some governments. 

Culture, both in its diversity and its universality, has contributed to the unification of 
Europe.  

This is why the EL:

Disapproves of the measures of prohibition and censorship against Russian 
culture and artists who have nothing to do with Putin's war.

Expresses its solidarity with the artists who, at the risk of losing their freedom, 
oppose this war.

Supports the resolution voted by a large majority by the European Parliament 
for the EU to devote 2% of its GDP to support artists and culture.

Motion - Stop the war: cease-fire now!

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

We condemn Russias’s military aggression against Ukraine, which is a crime under 
international humanitarian law. There is no justification for war and although no state-
ment is sure in wartime, the hypotheses are that casualties, including civilian, are 
hundreds of thousands, along with millions of refugees and people without homes, 
and territory destruction.

The bombing of civilian infrastructure and the electricity grid poses enormous prob-
lems for the survival of the population during the winter season.

In this framework the countries of the European Union have decided on an increase in 
military spending, which means starting a new arms race and a reduction to social 
spending.

The risk that article 5 of the NATO Agreement is activated is every day closer to beco-
ming a reality (as after the accident of the Ukrainian missile falling in Poland), which 
will mean an escalation until a nuclear war. 

With the Minsk Agreement of 2014, a possible solution to the crisis in Ukraine had 
been undertaken. The governments, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission are not playing a mediating role as they should.

The European Union must work to stop the ongoing massacre, and seek a peaceful 
and lasting resolution based on the principles of international law, and the need to 
guarantee mutual security: we speak of “diplomacy not arms!”

Last November 5th in Rome, 150.000 people responded to the call of “Europe For 
Peace Network”, which brings together hundreds of pacifist and nonviolent associa-
tions, trade unions, the Catholic world, personalities of culture and solidarity, and 
clearly demonstrated that they don’t accept war as a solution to the current crisis.

Pope Francis also continues to propose the path of ceasefire and negotiations to stop 
the massacre.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, join our voice with the 
many others that struggle for asking an immediate ceasefire, now, in order to start 
negotiations.

We are committed to the development of the movement for peace, disarmament and 
stopping the increase in military spending, throughout Europe.

PEOPLE DON’T WANT WAR.
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Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 

MOTIONS
Adopted by vote at the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (2022)
Motion Directive 2001/55/EC must be applied for every human being 
- Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Free Julian Assange - Die Linke
Motion Human Rights are non-negotiable! – Die Linke
Motion On the situation in Ireland - EL Executive Board
Motion Fighting the Far Right: building and strengthening the movement 
- Fighting the Far Right WG
Motion Latin America is still in dispute - Latin America WG
Motion The programmatic priority concerning the right to housing 
- Housing Network
Motion Solidarity with the people of Cyprus - AKEL, YKP & BKP
Motion In solidarity with the Sahrawi people – EuiA
Motion Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and environmental crisis is 
needed – SKP
Motion on Uranium - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Path to the European Parliamentary Election - Die Linke
Motion Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight to lift the US blockade and 
sanctions - Die Linke
Motion Industrial Policy - Die Linke
Motion Creation of an European Observatory of public services - Maite Mola
Motion 20 years walking together - Transform!europe
Motion Youth Network (ELYN) - Youth Network
Motion For a European pole of public research to break the pharmaceutical 
oligopoly - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Fight pedocriminality, gender-based and sexual violence 
- Feminist Commission of PCF
Motion On the international situation – Maite Mola
Motion Solidarity with the Palestinian people - Middle East WG
Motion Solidarity with Kurdish People - Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - 
Progressive Alliance
Motion on Iran – Motion Commission
Motion Culture - Jean-Pierre Michiels
Motion Stop the war: cease-fire now! - Rifondazione Comunista

Motion - Directive 2001/55/EC 
must be applied for every human being
Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

Considering that on March 2, 2022 the Council of the European Union, on a proposal 
from the Commission, ascertained the existence of a massive influx of refugees from 
Ukraine.

Considering that as written in the Article 5 of Council Directive 2001/55/EC of July 20, 
2001, which has as its effect the introduction of temporary protection, the Council 
considered that this should be applied to any Ukrainian citizen who applies for it.

Considering that until then these directives had never been applied, even though 
there were enormous humanitarian crises with arrivals of refugees and asylum seekers 
in Europe.

Considering that there are many areas of conflict that continue to cause the flight of 
people and especially vulnerable people.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, pledges to mobilize, in 
each of the member states and with each of its constituent parties, to ensure that 
Directive 2001/55/EC is applied fairly for every human being fleeing invasion, perse-
cution, and dictatorship. 

Indeed, the proper application of the directive is a valuable first tool to save lives by 
actually taking them away from traffickers, to ensure safe channels of access, and to 
commit all member states to offer welcome and refuge.

It cannot be the origin, the color of the skin, the culture of origin that determines 
whether or not one has access to the guarantees offered by the European Union.

There cannot be refugees to be welcomed and refugees to be rejected. 

Motion - Free Julian Assange
Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left Party calls for the immediate release of journalist and Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange and the prevention of his extradition to the United States.

If extradited to the US, Assange will face 18 charges under the 1917 Espionage Act 
and a potential sentence of 175 years in prison for “crimes” that include great pieces 
of journalism relevant to the whole society since they tell the truth about war, like the 
Iraq War Logs, the Afghan War Logs, Cablegate and the collateral murder video.

The Assange case is one of the most important press freedom cases of a generation. 
Its implications for civil liberties and fundamental rights are far-reaching and serious.

It is with hope that we observe voices and initiatives from all over the world calling for 
Julians release and have been condemning the treatment of him in jail. United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer, reported that Assange showed 
“all the symptoms typical of victims of prolonged psychological torture”. He continu-
ed: “The case is a huge scandal and represents the failure of Western rule of law. If 
Julian Assange is convicted, it will be a death sentence for freedom of the press.”

We welcome recent initiatives, like :
- The nomination of Julian Assange among the finalists for European Parliaments‘ 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.
- “Publishing is not a crime“ by big media groups (The New York Times, The Guardian, 
Le Monde, Der Spiegel, El País) appealing to the administration of President Joe 
Biden to drop the charges. 
- Latin American state leaders Petro and Lula showing their commitment and support 
for Julian Assange’s freedom.

The member, observer and partner parties of the European Left will continue raising 
the issue in their respective countries by:
- Organizing events, rallys, hosting film screenings (tbc) of “Ithaka“, a powerful docu-
mentary following the campaign to free Assange ahead of the extradition procee-
dings
- Trying to exert pressure on parliament members and governments. 

#AssangeCase #FreeAssange #JulianAssange

Motion - Human Rights are non-negotiable! 
The European Left Party stands in Solidarity with 
Refugees!
(on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2022)

Proposed by Die Linke

On December 10th people around the world celebrate the international Human 
Rights Day. It serves as a reminder of the principles that should govern both our poli-
tics and everyday lives. In times of global turmoil and disturbance, the right of all 
people to choose their place of residence, equality and non-discrimination are more 
important than ever. The European Conventions on Human Rights set out these prin-
ciples and proposed the guidelines for the European Court of Human Rights, which is 
tasked with enforcing the latter. 

Currently, many people have to leave their habitat and flee to other countries in fear 
of persecution and their livelihoods. Since 2014, more than 25,000 people have 
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. Each number represents a person, with a name, a 
family, and hopes for a better future in Europe.
The European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex has been violating funda-
mental human rights for years. We condemn the agency's involvement in, and cover-
ing up of, illegal pushbacks and we take accusations of misconduct and irregularities 
serious.

 European countries in particular have a responsibility to guarantee refugees a fresh 
start, whether they seek refuge for political, economic or other reasons. We stand up 
for human rights – and for all the people who have been victims of Frontex's human 
rights abuses.

One of the frightening examples currently in the spotlight is Qatar. Since Qatar won 
the hosting rights for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 2010, it exemplifies the corruption 
of the FIFA-system. Many migrants live and work in Qatar, most of them come from 
South Asia, and human rights violations can be observed in their everyday lives – 
particularly during the preparations for the World Cup. There have been an enor-
mously high number of deaths on the construction sites for the soccer World Cup in 
Qatar, the estimates are at least 6500. This event was supposed to be a celebration of 
the world coming together over sports. In reality, it has shown us the violation of the 
rights of migrant workers, as well as the discrimination against women and LGBTIQ* 
community within the hosting country.

For the European Left, human rights are non-negotiable - not on ships crossing the 
Mediterranean, not in the woods at the Belarusian-polish border and not on buil-
ding-sites in Qatar. We stand in solidarity with all those whose fundamental human 
rights are under attack, be it by border regimes or exploitative and harming working 
conditions!

Motion - On the situation in Ireland
From EL Executive Board

This 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL) recognises: 

That the Irish people have the right to self-determination;

That Brexit has been a catalyst for constitutional change in Ireland, with succes-
sive opinion polls underpinning growing support for Irish unity;

That increasing numbers of citizens across the island of Ireland, from wide and 
varied backgrounds, accept partition has failed;

That the Good Friday Agreement provides the democratic means to achieve 
Irish unity and end partition in Ireland;

That support for a referendum on Irish unity is growing across Europe and 
more widely;

That the aspiration to a new Irish constitutional democracy, based on equality, 
social justice, citizen rights and respect for diversity, is a legitimate democratic 
objective.

The EL notes:

Recent initiatives taken within Irish civic society which have broadened the 
discussion on constitutional change in Ireland;

The establishment of Sinn Féin’s ‘Commission on the Future of Ireland’ as a 
constructive initiative designed to encourage the wider conversation on Irish 
unity.
 

The EL urges: 

To the Irish Government to convene and resource an all-island Citizens’ 
Assembly on Irish unity, to plan and prepare for constitutional change;

To the Irish Government to use its international diplomatic resources to secure 
a date for a unity referendum;

to all progressive political and civic forces to support the process of constituti-
onal change and achievement of Irish unity across Europe, and within the 
European Parliament;

And we pledge the support and resources of EL to these ends.

Motion - Fighting the Far Right: building and strengt-
hening the movement

Proposed by the Fighting the Far Right Working Group

Congress notes that as the world faces multiple crises – war, pandemic, climate catas-
trophe and economic crisis – the conditions exist for a major surge in support for the 
far right. We live in a context where the far right is the "new normal" of the right in the 
global north, and increasingly, also, in the global south.

Congress believes that the Party of the European Left must renew and strengthen its 
commitment to defeating the far right wherever it emerges and in all its forms.

The Fighting the Far Right Working Group believes that part of this commitment 
comes through the organisation of the “No Pasaran” conference.

In March 2022, an in-person edition of the "No Pasaran" conference took place the 
initiative of the Party of the European Left and the transform!europe Foundation. With 
the event taking place in Berlin, Germany, the organization counted with the decisive 
participation of Die Linke.

From the European Left Fighting the Far Right Working Group we make a positive 
balance of the Conference, which brought together more than a hundred social acti-
vists, from anti-fascism to feminism, from the rights of migrants to the LGBTI+ commu-
nity, from the trade union movement to anti-racist movements, leaders of European 
and Latin American left-wing parties, and academics who study the phenomenon of 
the far right from different countries. The more than 10 panels allowed an exchange 
between people who live in the most diverse countries of Europe, from east and west, 
north and south, about how we characterize the new far right we are facing, what 
should be the tactics to confront them.

In light of this success, this Congress supports:

the biannual organization of the “No Pasaran” Conference, with the next event 
to take place in 2024;

building on the links already made through the “No Pasaran” conferences to 
date, to extend the political and social reach of the “No Pasaran” preparatory 
process, with an inclusive approach to movements and communities.

Motion - Latin America is still in dispute

Proposed by the Latin America and the Caribbean WG

In a world with significant advances of right-wing forces and a global offensive against 
the living conditions of the people, it is worth following Latin America and the Carib-
bean situation in in Europe.
The events unfolding in the continent speak directly to us, especially regarding the 
ongoing conflict between a strict application of the neo-liberal project on one hand 
and the different popular alternative projects on the other.  In some cases, these 
envisage a form of "socialism of the 21st century". 

Since our last Congress, there have been important changes in the political geogra-
phy of the region, with a “progressive” wave and new governments who embrace a 
range of different policies, focused on the responses to the new challenges. But all of 
them have, as their central goals, social improvements for their populations and a 
strengthening of cooperation in Latin America and greater autonomy from the US. 
At the same time, in the face of the climate crisis, these new governments can imple-
ment new policies with a concerted effort to improve the situation in the Amazon 
region.

However, from the point of view of “progressivism”, the situation is far from stabilising. 
The imperialist strategy and offensive are slightly different from the past: so far, it has 
not been that of "old style" military coups of the Pinochet type. Apart from the case of 
Bolivia, the path chosen has been that of "soft coups" through "lawfare", attempted 
assassinations (against Nicolás Maduro, Cristina Fernández), the massive use of Big 
Data (not only for elections), the strengthening of reactionary sectors of the churches, 
with the reorganisation of the fascist extreme right with "new manners" and political 
models, with some popular support. Moreover, the right-wing is coordinating interna-
tionally with a global strategy, and with the support of European fascists. 

Blockades and sanctions by the USA and EU play an increasingly important role, from 
the historic blockade to Cuba and Venezuela, to their political use against more coun-
tries, while forcing the entire West to follow their policies.
The fight against "unilateral coercive measures" is one of the priorities of the common 

agenda between European and Latin America left. 
In the global neo-liberal agenda, the “Free Trade Agreements” pushed by the Euro-
pean Union also play an important role in the recolonization of the region, with very 
damaging effects on social rights and environment.
The European Left is a much sought-after political interlocutor. Our collaboration has 
taken various forms, with interesting results: joint seminars, speaker’s cross-invitations 
at events, mobilisations on both continents, and support from parliaments of citizen's 
battles against the Free Trade Agreements of the European Union (EU-Mexico, 
EU-Mercosur, EU-Central America, EU-Chile). In addition, the European Left was pre-
sent as an election observer in Peru, Ecuador, Honduras, Bolivia, and Colombia. Paral-
lel to our bilateral relations (parties, trade unions, feminist and environmental mo-

vements, human rights organisations, etc.), the European Left has had a privileged 
relationship with the forces of the São Paulo Forum, in the defence of the democratic 
State and social conquests, as well as in the confrontation with fascism and coup 
d'état. 
For the progressive governments of Latin America, it is of great importance to diver-
sify their international relations. The struggle for democracy, the sovereignty of the 
peoples, human and social rights, and socialism, are slogans still in force for many 
Latin American and European countries. To expand constructive relations, the left 
forces in Europe and Latin America need to develop broader and more concrete 
partnerships.

The Congress of the Party of the European Left commits itself to develop the 
following Action Plan: 

To deepen the common battle for peace on both continents. 

To unify the campaign against blockades and unilateral coercive measures, for 
the respect of the sovereignty of the peoples. 

To set up election observation missions, which will also monitor the electoral 
processes after the elections against any external interference.

Hold a seminar and campaign against the EU's Free Trade Agreements with 
Latin America. 

Continue the join EL-São Paulo Forum seminar on "Shared Visions".  

Hold events against lawfare together with the São Paulo Forum. 

Develop campaigns aimed at the protection of the Amazon. 

Attend meetings of the EUROLAT body of parliamentarians from both conti-
nents. 

Hold events on the 50th anniversary of the coups d'état in Uruguay (June) and 
Chile (September).

Motion - The programmatic priority concerning the 
right to housing: emergency and structural policies

Proposed by the the Housing Network

Europe (its working class) has been experiencing a severe housing crisis for more 
than a decade now, worsened by the pandemic, war, energy crises, and skyrocketing 
prices of real estate. Simultaneously, there are millions of vacant properties. The 
housing crisis is a consequence of EU and member-states neoliberal policies: liberali-
sation and financialisation of the housing market, cuts in public spending, and in 
particular public housing investment. The results are: increased precariousness of 
housing conditions, rise of evictions, foreclosures and homelessness, and gentrificati-
on of neighbourhoods. If real estate values are kept this high, no government will be 
able to stabilise the market with meagre public investment. We lack some much-nee-
ded public investment.

This housing crisis exposes social inequalities, and is a mass and popular issue. Inse-
curity affects more than 20% of the total population in Europe: inhabitants are forced 
to choose whether to pay rent, mortgage, bills, or food. The working classes are uni-
fied in this battle, claiming housing as a social right, against policies based on housing 
as a commodity and financial asset. Moreover, urban housing stocks significantly 
affect the urban environment - regeneration and reduction of land consumption is a 
priority for climate neutrality.

The EL thus decides to mobilise (both directly and through political and social allian-
ces) to guarantee:

Housing as a right: Housing security is a right, no one should be left home-
less. In the face of a systemic crisis, individuals have no responsibility, and the 
public sector and banks must bear the risk. 

Public interest: Privatisation, financialisation, and liberalisation have failed. 
The general interest calls for radical and integrated interventions.

Through urgent policies that ensure:

Public intervention that regulates and stabilises the private market, strengt-
hening tenants’ rights.

Structural intervention and investment in public housing, starting with the use 
and reuse of existing housing stock, including the conversion of public buil-
dings (like empty military complexes and hospitals). 

Progressive taxation on housing and property, reversing interventions that 
subsidise expensive properties.

Reversing financialisation of the housing market and securitisation of housing 
debt.

Methodology 

A. Political 

1.Promote common and unifying messages and vision.
2. Share good practices and forms of popular resistance.

B.   Institutional Measures

Emergency
1. Restructure housing debt, with debt cancellation.
2. Legislative instruments to prohibit evictions and foreclosures, if adequate 
alternative housing that respects human rights is not offered.

Structural
1. Implement available instruments:

a. Put the European Pillar of Social Rights into practice (Art. 19 and 20)

b. Implement the European Parliament Resolution of 21 January 2021 on 
access to decent and affordable housing for all (2019/2187(INI))

2. Demand new legislative/institutional instruments: 

a. European regulation of the private market sector, starting with short-term 
rentals. 

b. Exempt housing public funding from the internal market and competition 
regime (considered state aid). 

c. Use of European funds for the development of public housing. 

d. Link housing policies to A) social cohesion; B) energy saving; C) ecological 
transition

Motion - Solidarity with the people of Cyprus

Proposed by AKEL, YKP & BKP

The participants of the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left held in 
Vienna, Austria on 09-11 December 2022: 

Remind that the Cyprus problem is a result of foreign interventions and imperialist 
aggression.

Regret that the illegal occupation by Turkey of 37% of Cyprus territory is ongoing and 
that the Cyprus problem remains unresolved.

Regret that the people of Cyprus continue to suffer the division of their common 
homeland and constant violation of their human rights.

Underline that in the current international conditions of exacerbated militarisation of 
international relations, the sidelining of international law and the UN Charter, the 
peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem becomes even more urgent. 

Emphasize that the status quo is nor static nor can it represent a solution; on the cont-
rary, the status quo and the continuing stalemate serve Turkey’s long-term hegemonic 
objectives against Cyprus and the permanent division of Cyprus and its people. 

Stress the need for the international community to face decisively Turkey’s illegal 
actions in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Republic of Cyprus contrary to the Law 
of the Sea, as well as its illegal plans to settle Varosha further to the continuing illegal 
settlement of the northern part of Cyprus and changing the demographic structure of 
the northern part of Cyprus, along with the intensifying militarisation of the occupied 
areas by the further transfer of military equipment including combat drones which are 
causes of extreme concern for the present and the future of Cyprus. 

Call for the early resumption of a substantive dialogue, from where it was left in July 
2017, as this is a matter of urgency, in order to achieve a comprehensive solution on 
the agreed basis of a bizonal bicommunal federation with political equality, as this is 
prescribed by the relevant UN resolutions, with the withdrawal of all the Turkish occu-
pation troops and termination of the Treaty of Guarantee. This constitutes the sole 
viable option for Cyprus to be freed of the illegal occupation by Turkey and for the 
country and its people to reunify.

Reaffirm that the agreed basis of the solution, that is the transformation of the internal 
system of governance into a federal one, is the only way to reunite Cyprus and call 
upon Turkey to abandon its separatist position for a ‘two-state solution’. We declare 
that we will never accept any ‘solution’ that may jeopardize the true independence of 
Cyprus, bearing on its single sovereignty, single international legal personality and 
single citizenship, and whereby no third parties will be able to intervene and the 
human rights and freedoms of all Cypriots will be restored in accordance with interna-

tional law and the principles upon which the EU is founded.

Express their solidarity with and support to the struggle of all Cypriot people, Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, for the reunification of its country, and consider that 
the peaceful comprehensive solution of the Cyprus problem will contribute positively 
to the demilitarization, building of peace and prosperity for all peoples in the trou-
bled region of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.

The EL greets the bicommunal peace initiatives of the Cypriots which promote the 
spirit of co-existence and equal rights against divisive and nationalist practices.

Motion - In solidarity with the Sahrawi people

Proposed by EUiA

The Sahrawi population has been forced into exile for more than 40 years; the perma-
nent diaspora and the impossibility of returning to their land or living without subju-
gation. The Sahrawi have been subjected to human rights violations in the face of the 
passivity of the United Nations and other international actors.

The cruelty in the application of torture has increased alarmingly, and all the reports 
that have been drawn up on Western Sahara coincide in denouncing Morocco's syste-
matic and continuous violation of human rights.

It is necessary to remember that Western Sahara is considered by the United Nations 
a territory pending decolonisation.

On the other hand, the action of MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referend-
um in Western Sahara) has been clearly ineffective, not only failing to achieve the 
objectives for which it was created, but also giving Morocco room to exploit the natu-
ral resources of Western Sahara and to ensure control and population replacement.

Faced with these facts and having the international legality and the force of reason, 
the Sahrawi people continue to be humiliated and silenced, not only by the Moroccan 
government that exploits and occupies it, with the complicity of the media; it seems 
that it is only the civil society that is very clear that until the decolonisation process 
takes place, it must continue to fight to break the wall of silence.

In view of these facts, the Party of the European Left wishes to state the following:

Our total condemnation of Morocco's military interventions in the SADR area.

Our rejection of the Alaouite occupation of Western Sahara, an imperialist 
display of exploitation of natural resources and national oppression.

The concern about the inaction of the United Nations and MINURSO for the 
effective resolution of the conflict, which passes, as agreed and demanded by 
the Sahrawi people, through a binding referendum on self-determination.

The concern at the change of position of the PSOE in Spain, not listening to 
the will of its partner in government, of the Parliament and of the majority of 
Spanish citizens.

We denounce the complicit role that the French government has played with 
the Moroccan occupier all this time.

We express our absolute and firm solidarity with the Sahrawi people, the insti-
tutions of SADR, the Polisario Front and the UJSARIO.

Motion - Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and 
environmental crisis is needed

Proposed by The Communist Party of Finland

We are in the middle of environmental and climate crises. The capitalist system wor-
sens the crises through its continuous growth and over-spending of natural resources. 
Wars and the arms industry make things even worse by spending non-renewable 
natural resources.

Scientists have produced information and proposed solutions and acts, but politicians 
are unable to make real decisions or implement the decisions they have made. 
COP27 once again proved it.
Therefore, new actions are needed.

The Communist Party of Finland proposes that the European Left and its Environmen-
tal working group will organize in cooperation with Transform!europe an environmen-
tal seminar during the period 2023-2025 to bring together experts, scientists, left, 
green and progressive parties, and peace and environmental activists.

We organized the “No Survival Without Peace” seminar in Tampere, Finland and 
online together with the European Left and Transform Europe. We hope that it was a 
starting point for a new, strong and effective work to save our planet.

Motion – On Uranium

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

On 24 March 1999, NATO, without any UN authorisation, launched a carpet-bombing 
campaign on Serbia and Kosovo, indiscriminately targeting civilian infrastructure of all 
kinds and causing the deaths of 2500 civilians. This was a blatant violation of internati-
onal law and military actions were carried out which, according to the UN Charter, can 
be construed as war crimes.

As in other illegal NATO wars (Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya), depleted uranium munitions 
were used extensively (in an officially estimated quantity of between 12 and 16 
tonnes). The use of the heavy metal in bombing caused an ecocide that triggered a 
veritable 'cancer pandemic' that continues to claim thousands of victims twenty years 
later. 

Thousands are also the military victims, i.e. NATO soldiers themselves who have cont-
racted very serious cancer pathologies as a result of exposure to the heavy metal not 
only in the theatres of war but also at military firing grounds. The environmental 
devastation does not only affect the countries affected by the bombings but also the 
territories of NATO countries that host training facilities where these weapons are 
tested and used.  

In Italy there are at least 8000 sick veterans and about 400 of them have died.

In the Italian courts over 300 service cases won by veterans who were victims of 
depleted uranium against the Italian Ministry of Defence have produced case law 
establishing the causal correlation between the onset of serious cancer pathologies 
and exposure to depleted uranium. This jurisprudence has been used by a pool of 
lawyers to initiate compensation cases against NATO at the Belgrade High Court, but 
NATO has officially claimed immunity for the crimes for which it has been called to 
account.

War crimes are not time-barred.

The Party of the European Left pledges to bring the issue of civilian and military 
victims of depleted uranium to the attention of the European Parliament and to iden-
tify a path that can commit Parliament to the path of truth and justice for all victims 
and to the banning of these weapons inside and outside the EU perimeter.

Motion - Path to the European Parliamentary Election

Proposed by Die Linke

“Our political strategy and activities focus on building a more democratic, social, 
ecological and peaceful Europe. The outlined axes will guide us over the next three 
years. At the upcoming European elections, we will present ourselves as a strong 
European left force.” (EL political document draft 2022).

To reach the goal concerning the EP - election, we ask the board and secretariat to 
establish a working group as soon as possible for the preparation of the EP-Election. 
The working group, among other things:
- Should aim to agree on common “corporate design” elements, which should be 
used by all  our parties in the EP election campaign.
- Should develop cross-country-formats (conference, workshop, symposium, presen-
tation etc.) to make our national elections campaign a truly European one.
- Should agree on a few central topics, that we will recommend to include in our nati-
onal elections’ platforms in equal wording additionally to an EL election platform and 
in consideration with the Presidency of the EL.

Motion - Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight 
to lift the US blockade and sanctions

Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left welcomes the overwhelming result of the vote at the UN General 
Assembly on 3 November 2022 on the resolution on the "Necessity of ending the 
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of Ameri-
ca against Cuba": 

For the 30th year in a row, almost every country (185) on Earth voted to oppose the 
six-decade unilateral blockade which violates international and human rights and is, 
according to the Charter of the United Nations, a “warlike act”. The only countries that 
supported the illegal blockade were the United States itself and Israel. Brazil and 
Ukraine abstained. So far, the US government has ignored this powerful vote and 
continues to act against it. 

The Party of the European Left (EL):

Calls on governments and the EU to take concrete steps against the US 
blockade, in particular effective measures against the extraterritorial effects in 
Europe, as well as the end of the financial blockade, which is illegal under EU- 
law (Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996), but where 
European banks bow to US pressure.

Urges the European Commission to lodge a complaint with the WTO against 
the ongoing violations of international trade law by the US blockade and sanc-
tions against Cuba and Venezuela.

Demands the European Commission to fully implement the agreement on 
political dialogue and cooperation between the EU and Cuba.

Protests against any measure that violates the sovereignty of states in the Latin 
American region, aiming against the right of peoples to self-determination, 
including coercive economic measures, particularly affecting the population.

Calls on all progressive forces worldwide to protest against the blockade and 
enlarge the solidarity movement. The EL and its member parties have a high 
responsibility as far as the European area is concerned. Via civil society and 
parliamentary initiatives against the blockade we have to increase the pressure 
in the EU Parliament and in the national parliaments.

 A concrete idea for the near future, probably after the next EU elections,   
 is a “tribunal“, involving solidarity groups, parliamentarians, recognized   

 personalities, lawyers, scientists, trade unions, foundations. The intention  
 is to reach a larger public in order to denounce the illegal nature and   
 violation of human rights in Cuba and its people. 

The EL together with Cuba is involved in the struggle for Peace and against imperia-
lism and we also have as a common objective the preservation of the environment. 
We also consider fundamental the dissemination of the reality of the Cuban situation 
and the enormous effort made by Cuba and its government in favor of international 
solidarity. We will support all actions against the blockade, not only at the European 
level but we will promote them at the level of national parliaments and we will partici-
pate in all activities that will take place in Cuba at the international level with young 
people, intellectuals and feminists, as well as with international political organisations 
such as the Forum of São Paulo.

Motion - Industrial Policy

Proposed by Die Linke

The European left stands in solidarity with labour disputes all over Europe and 
demands coordinated industrial policy

The neoliberal Illusion of social welfare created by free market competition, which is 
enshrined in the founding documents and current institutions of the European Union, 
has seemingly dissolved into a distant noise in the current debates about price cont-
rols and the rationing & distribution of raw materials both among and within member 
states. The current shift in geopolitical power-relations towards a multi-polar wor-
ld-system and the disruption and disentanglement that can be observed in various 
global supply chains have made this evident to a much wider European public. 
Unions and workers are going on strike, local social movements modeled after the 
British „enough is enough“ are organizing rallies across the continent. We share their 
concerns for paying their bills and we stand in solidarity with those struggling for what 
is rightfully theirs. 

What is to be done? We need to confront climate change in a manner that both crea-
tes better working and living conditions as well as helps to preserve the planet. We 
demand active industrial policy and an EU-regulatory framework which would allow :
 -to encourage intra-European industrial cooperation, whereas competition policy has 
been opposed to this, in the name of the abuse of dominant positions, 
-to prevent competition between Member States on the basis of the lowest social and 
fiscal standards,
-to allow state aid, and to impose strict conditions on employment, training, ecologi-
cal transition and the absence of relocation. 
-to establish a selectivity of bank credit in favor of job-creating and ecological pro-
jects, and against the support of financial markets.
-To broaden the rights of employee representatives in the European group commit-
tees of multinational companies, so that they can influence their strategic orientations.

This will guarantee ensures the fostering of European technological, energy, social 
and ecological sovereignty as well as single member states will be prevented from 
arbitrarily taking advantage of other member states in the common market on the 
basis of their economic power. 

Investment and a strengthened European economic position are however not an end 
unto itself- EU policies aimed at creating it always have to take social justice, ecologic 
sustainability and questions of ownership into consideration. We oppose the solution 
to the crises of our time to be raising profits by once again worsening working condi-
tions, cutting wages, dismantling the welfare state and privatizing whats left of the 
public sector - that would be as economically wrong as it is morally unacceptable. 
„Competition only“ and „tightening the belt“ have to become political slogans of the 
past in the struggle for a better future. Next year will have to be a year of solidarity- we 
expect a wave of strikes for just wages and we demand political steps towards coordi-

nated industrial action.

We declare our full solidarity and support with all strikes, workers and their unions, 
because not only are they fighting for their legitimate interests, but their actions cont-
ribute to a progressive development of their respective societies as a whole. We 
condemn the enormous handouts to the rich during the pandemic. A system that 
allows for the rich to become richer even in times of crisis, is rigged. While the vast 
majority of the European people are experiencing a cost of living crisis, the number of 
billionaires rose to new heights. In times of economic turmoil, the question used to be 
‘heat or eat’. Today, it is no longer ‘heat or eat’, it is ‘I can’t heat and I can’t eat.’

Motion - 20 years walking together

Proposed by transform!europe 

As Transform!europe foundation of the Party of the European Left, we present the 
following motion:

In 2024 it will be 20 years since the creation of the Party of the European Left, foun-
ded in Rome on the 8th and 9th of May 2004. During these 20 years there have been 
many events, joint works and lessons learned on this path together in the European 
Left and that is why we believe it is important to commemorate our 20 years of exis-
tence.

We hereby propose that the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- approve that the new leadership structures coming out of this Congress propose a 
joint working group with Transform!europe to organize activities, events and 
publications on our 20 years together, which we will celebrate in 2024.

Motion – Youth Network (ELYN)

Proposed by the Youth Network

We live at a time where thousands of people get stripped of their basic human rights, 
one of those rights being access to education. The increased privatization across the 
entire educational spectrum, combined with racism forces people away from the path 
of knowledge and the development of critical thinking. The path we set forward 
should be an anthropocentric approach to education. We stand for an idea of educa-
tion that breaks away from the doctrine of a utilitarian education that focuses solely on 
immediate economic needs. Education should prepare citizens for the future and be 
free of bias based on ethnicity or gender. It should combine the transmission of both 
knowledge and skills. The EL Youth Network (ELYN) is committed to fighting for free, 
democratic, and public education while supporting university occupations/student 
strikes and activism as well as their anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist 
demands, thereby strengthening its links with the left.

School should be public. Public Schools should be free of charge, secular, and free 
from the influence of private or religious interests. Universities and research institutes 
should be freed up from economic pressures. We reject the Bologna Process, which 
mainly promotes the privatization of higher education, either by imposing extremely 
high tuition fees on university studies or by forcing students to pay huge amounts for 
housing or material needed to cope with their studies. We demand the establishment 
of state-provided affordable housing for students and young workers. In addition, we 
consider extremely important to introduce gender inclusivity (feminist movement, 
equal pay, LGBTQ+ rights etc.) and sex education in the school curriculum. Legislati-
on proposals that would fit the aforementioned ideas would include: anonymous 
exam papers to prevent biases and gender studies in every curriculum. From kinder-
garten to college, education should be accessible to all minorities and immigrants in 
Europe.

To promote the idea of a free-of-charge and public education for all young people in 
Europe regardless of income, gender, sexual orientation, and immigration status, the 
ELYN proposes to the EL Congress 6 main axes which the Party should include in its 
scheduling and budgeting:

1. Events discussing the student movements in different countries, and estab-
lishment of student solidarity action days (ex. Solidarity with Iranian Women, 
Palestine, Western Sahara, etc.)

2. Investment in pilot programs that introduce gender equality, sexual orienta-
tion, and sex education in public schools and universities.

3. Workshops with immigrant populations raising the issue of underrepresen-
ted minorities in education which will help ensure access to free education for 
all refugees at kindergartens, schools, and universities and stop their deporta-
tion/ pushbacks.

4. Introduce to the EL programme not only climate change but also the topic 
of fighting climate and science denial in schools and universities (critical thin-
king).

5. Link the ELYN with the EL Housing Network to promote affordable student 
housing.

6. EL-funded campaign to get out the young vote.

Motion - Creation of an European Observatory of 
public services

Proposed by Maite Mola

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted, over the past three years, the serious dys-
functions on the European continent in terms of coordination of public policies in the 
face of a common scourge. From the start, we observed: the lack of protective equip-
ment, whether for individuals or for carers and hospital staff, the rivalry between states 
to obtain supplies of equipment and vaccines; then the very great disparity in the 
organisation of health and economic measures to protect the population; then there 
were the great differences in the organisation of health and economic measures to 
protect the population and to continue the education of children; and also the great 
difficulties in terms of transport, supply and logistics, and finally, of course, the serious 
discrepancies in the social protection systems of Europeans. All of this made us aware 
of the unpreparedness of the public services of the European continent in the face of 
a major crisis. It is a fact that there is no effective tool for coordinating public policies 
in Europe that can anticipate, organise and manage such a crisis. However, it is very 
likely that crises of this kind will recur, with obviously unexpected reasons such as 
climatic, sanitary, environmental, and unfortunately also military reasons! 

For more than 5 years, the "Public services" working group of the EL has been con-
ducting a political reflection to create an observatory of public services in Europe. 

In the political document of our last congress in Berlin in 2019, we stated:
"The defence and extension of public services, at national and European level, are 
tools to implement a new development policy that takes the opposite direction of the 
liberal logic. This must be based on a transparent and democratic control tool. An 
observatory on the deterioration of public services, with common criteria in each 
country, must be set up.

The crisis we have just experienced confirms the urgency of setting up such an obser-
vatory, which would make it possible to take stock of the public resources available on 
the European continent to better protect the population. It would be the first essential 
link in the chain for developing and coordinating European public services that could 
act at the continental level on issues that affect all EU countries. This observatory, an 
international scientific tool that will bring together all the skills needed to evaluate the 
public policies of the States, will give everyone a serious perception of the means 
available to protect the citizens, and of course provide arguments for action. We also 
note with interest that European trade union organisations are now also working on 
this subject.

Motion - For a European pole of public research to 
break the pharmaceutical oligopoly

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista 

The Covid pandemic dramatically highlighted the commercial nature of the pharma-
ceutical lobbies at the expense of the people who paid a huge price in terms of 
deaths, crisis in national health services, worsening of general health, and lack of 
vaccines for the global South. Although researchers have been predicting the 
development of coronavirus epidemics for about 18 years, the pharmaceutical indust-
ry has not invested in vaccine research, nor has it developed research into antiviral 
drugs that can prevent the progression of the disease once the infection has occur-
red.

Pharmaceutical industries only engage in research when the market looks geographi-
cally large and sustainable. For example, research on infectious diseases and vaccines 
is much more limited compared to other drugs.

The biomedical research system is sick and completely diverted from its mission of 
defending the health of humanity and is instead tilted solely towards the centrality of 
maximum profit for the pharmaceutical oligopoly, which receives substantial subsi-
dies from governments, but accepts no limits.

For this reason, the European Left, following the campaign on the suspension of 
patents on vaccines, is committed to developing in the most effective way a struggle 
for the creation of a European public pole - a large centre that intervenes in the whole 
cycle of medicine: research, production, development, and distribution, that makes 
the fruit of its research available to the world – medicines, technologies, and vaccines 
at affordable prices for the benefit of humanity.

Motion – Fight pedocriminality and gender-based
and sexual violence

Proposed by the Feminist commission of the PCF 

In France, a ground-breaking Senate report has highlighted the link between the 
criminal porn industry, pimping networks, and the trafficking of human beings, inclu-
ding minors. 
Landmark trials are underway involving owners of criminal porn sites for human traffi-
cking, acts of barbarism, torture, racism... 

Today, pedocriminality and pornography are linked: pedocriminal content circulates 
on pornographic sites. As the lawsuits against You Porn have shown: Three quarters 
of pornographic content contains pedocriminality.

The platforms hosting this industry have to take clear standpoints against sexual 
violence.

The criminal pornography industry makes profits on pedocriminality violence. on the 
insecurity of its victims. Young girls who have come from child welfare services and/or 
who have been subjected to domestic violence (including sexual and incestuous 
violence) are prime targets for these networks, in a continuum of violence, exploiting 
their precariousness and social fragility.

These pornographic sites are used by pedocriminals as relays for sexual violence. 

Europe is the cradle of pedocriminality: 62% of pedocriminal content on the net origi-
nates in Europe. In Europe, the detection, reporting, and removal of such content are 
subject only to the "voluntary" action of providers and hosts. At the beginning of 
2024, this interim minimum legislation expires.

We propose that the EL:

Fights for strengthening European legislation on the prevention and protecti-
on of minors against pornography and child pornography. 

Fight gender-based and sexual violence including pedocriminality especially 
on digital plattforms.

Ask to the European governing and the European Parliament to take the 
necessary measures in the fight against the dissemination of pedophile cont-
ent hosted by pornographic sites in particular, also considering our demands 
in the field of digital politics.

Launches actions in 2023 against cyber-violence, pedocriminality and porn-cri-
me; and to prevent it among young people as well as among parents and 

professionals in contact with young people, in order to change the European 
legislation.

Creates a working group in the European Left about the pornographic industry

Motion - On the international situation

Proposed by Maite Mola

The plurality and diversity that exist in the assessments and analyses of the internatio-
nal situation that we have within the European Left oblige us to make an effort to find 
common points that allow us to act jointly on the international scene in line with the 
values that the EL has defended since its constitution – among others, the unconditio-
nal commitment of the EL to peace, disarmament and the defence of international 
legality within the framework of the Founding Declaration of the United Nations.
 
As EL we consider vital the need for multilateral international relations based on soli-
darity cooperation of mutual benefits among all nations, joining wills and efforts so 
that all the inhabitants of the planet have the right to a dignified life, and to fight 
together against emergency situations such as the one humanity is experiencing 
today.
 
The EL urges the countries that possess nuclear weapons to negotiate treaties that 
limit their production and deployment, and to advance towards the goal of achieving 
global nuclear disarmament that entails their elimination with environmental guaran-
tees. 

In this sense, we defend the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to confront 
the logic of the blocs, and we defend the logic of collective security on the basis of 
the development of the role of the OSCE and the Council of Europe, and the prospect 
of a pan-European conference and treaty on collective security with Russia.
 
The EL is involved in the struggle for a new international order based on new princip-
les, new values and new forms of representation of the international community. This 
leads us to propose the re-foundation of the UN with a new distribution in the partici-
pation of all the states of the planet, and a new dimension of its international agencies 
(which are regularly attacked by the current US government), as well as rethinking the 
configuration and role of the economic institutions that have been the pillars on which 
the domination of big capital over the planet's economic resources, raw materials and 
natural resources has been built, imposing neoliberal policies that have destroyed all 
the public elements of social protection.
 
In coherence with our historical position of support for the recognition of the rights of 
the Saharawi people through the holding of the referendum of self-determination, we 
criticise the pressures that try to bend the resistance of this people through all kinds 
of aggressions and we demand that the Spanish government assume its responsibility 
as a decolonising power to enforce the agreements of the United Nations.
 
We reiterate our support for the peoples of Turkey and the Kurdish people who are 
confronting the Erdogan regime and we demand the withdrawal from Syria of the 
foreign troops that still occupy an important part of its territory.
 

The European Left reaffirms its solidarity with the Palestinian people who continue to 
struggle for the development of a peace process and to allow the return of those who 
were expelled from their land. We demand that the International Community ensures 
the existence of a viable Palestinian state within the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem 
as its capital.
 
From the EL we salute the electoral successes that have led to the constitution of 
multiple progressive governments in Latin America, which can lead to the reactivation 
of a process of territorial integration of the continent and allow the exploitation of the 
multiple resources and wealth of the region for the benefit of the improvement of the 
lives of its peoples. 
 
We demand once again the lifting of the unjust and illegal blockade suffered by Cuba 
and all sanctions against all countries by the US government and its cronies, and we 
denounce the imperialist aggressions that try to subjugate the Latin American, Afri-
can, Mediterranean and Asian peoples who fight for their rights and freedoms.
 
From these points of view, the EL must lead a debate to help the construction of a 
"broad alliance" of social and political forces that will allow us to move from words to 
action, leading to a global mobilisation capable of challenging the ideological and 
political hegemony of those who endanger the future of humanity in the face of a 
future of peace and progress in harmony with nature.

Motion - Solidarity with the Palestinian people

Proposed by Middle East WG

Solidarity with the Palestinian people - the European Left condemns the continuing 
Israeli expansion of the occupation and colonization of the West Bank and promotes 
dialogue between all peace-making forces in region.

The European Left reiterates our strong support of the rights of the Palestinian people 
to their own state and land, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and for the return of the 
Palestinian refugees. 

WE condemn the Israeli aggression with the expansion of the illegal occupation and 
settlements in the West Bank, the escalating attacks on the towns and villages in the 
West Bank, as well as the Israeli embargo and attacks against Gaza.
We note that there has been no US, EU, NATO or any Western sustainable attempt to 
stop the Israeli violations of the rules of international law, exposing their double stan-
dards.

Today over 760,000 Israeli settlers are living in the occupied West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem - thus violating the rules of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibiting an 
occupational power to transfer its population to an occupied territory. The UN Gene-
ral Assembly has adopted resolutions (i.e. 242 and 338) denouncing the Israeli occu-
pation, declaring it to be illegal and calling for an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. Again in 2004 a UN General Assembly resolution underlined the right of 
the Palestinian people to their territory. The occupation of the West Bank is further-
more referred to as illegal by the International Court in the Hague. In 2012 the UN 
recognized Palestine as an observer state of the UN. 

With the election of a new far-right government in Israel promising even more aggres-
sion and bloodshed in the Palestinian territories there is a dangerous risk of increa-
sing the already mounting violence to full scale conflict. 
These aggressive expansionist policies of Israel are detrimental not only to the Palesti-
nian people but also to ordinary Israeli citizens, who can all anticipate a never-ending 
conflict and war for many years to come, including the possibility of renewed war with 
neighbouring countries.

The European Left calls for a just solution to the conflict, to be initiated by a total 
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories in keeping with UN resolutions. To 
obtain this we recommend:

The EL stress that the EU-Israel Association Agreement is, according to its 
article 2, based on the fulfilment of human rights and emphasises these as a 
guiding principle; calls for suspension of the Association Agreement until 
there no clear guarantees of an ending to the systematic violations of the 
human rights of the Palestinian population.

The labelling of goods from the Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

We call for a stop to the special Israeli relation to NATO.

We reiterate our support of a just peace based on the UN resolutions with a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its capital 
and with the return of the Palestinian refugees. A two state just solution based 
on equal security is the only viable one.

We call for the recognition of the Palestinian state by the EU member states – 
and by as many countries and institutions as possible, which is an important 
step in that direction.

We denounce policies which criminalize peace and solidarity activists, inclu-
ding left and peace forces inside Israel. We greet Israeli youth objecting to 
doing their military service in the occupied territories, fighting against Israeli 
occupation of Palestine and demanding a free and independent Palestinian 
State.    

 
It is more than ever important to commemorate the long protest and struggle of the 
Palestinian people, who for decades have fought Israeli aggression and occupation.

We assure the Palestinian people and the civil forces of Israeli Society fighting for 
dialog and peacemaking of our continuing support and solidarity.

Motion - Solidarity with Kurdish People

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - Progressive Alliance

We unequivocally condemn Turkey’s attacks and invasion of Kurdish areas in Iraq and 
Syria.
With these attacks, Turkey is violating International Law, while at the same time blo-
wing up the foundations of the peace process in Syria.
We express our solidarity with Kurdish people facing the Turkish attack and call on the 
EU vice president and High Representative for foreign policy to take a clear stand and 
oppose Erdogan’s expansion in the wider region.
Kobane became a global symbol of resistance to ISIS jihadists in 2014, was one of the 
targets of the Turkish army, and as a result dozens of civilians were killed.
The airstrikes destroyed a hospital, a food silo, a power plant as well as military infra-
structure.
The unprecedented model of Rojava, where there is no discrimination between men 
and women has been a rampart against obscurantism and a salvation for thousands of 
citizens from jihadists, seems to be bothering Turkey and President Erdogan who is 
killing innocents in order to do petty politics for the votes of the far-right public in 
Turkey ahead of the presidential elections. The coexistence between peoples in the 
region is a reality and could be a model for the entire Middle East.

We, the representatives of the political parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, express our full 
solidarity with the Kurdish people, once again under the bombs of Erdogan’s regime, 
and we denounce the total silence of European media and Institutions.

We demand:

The immediate termination in arms trade to Turkey.

For the immediate and unconditional release of Selahattin Demirtaş, in accor-
dance with the 2018 judgement of the ECHR, confirmed by the judgement of 
December 2020; demands the dropping of all charges against Mr Demirtaş 
and Ms Figen Yüksekdağ, former co-chairs of the opposition HDP party, as 
well as the other currently imprisoned members of the party; stresses that the 
Turkish authorities must allow these people to exercise their democratic man-
date in complete independence, without being threatened or hindered.

To take actions in order to defend human rights of Kurdish people on risk of 
extradition.

We reaffirm our support for all those who continue to work to put an end to all mani-
festation of pure injustice, and to put Turkey back on the path to full democracy.
            

Motion on Iran

Proposed by the Motion Commission

For more than three months, Iran has been engulfed in a truly nation-wide, mass 
uprising in the name of “Woman, Life, Freedom”. This uprising is for life, for 
democracy, for human rights, for gender equality and for equality of each individual 
Iranian, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation.
Escalating repression has served only to embolden and massively strengthen the 
determination of this movement.

This movement erupted following the death of a young Kurdish woman at the hands 
of Iran’s notorious Morality Police, Iranian women have been at the forefront of this 
movement, and are proving to be Iran’s unifying agents of social and political change. 
Their unswerving determination to force change has enormous implications and set a 
precedent worldwide.

Iranian youth all over the country have joined the movement taking the streets and 
continuously developing new, ingenious non-violent ways to confront the regime.

This struggle is a direct result of the despotic’s regime own policies, which have resul-
ted in deeply rooted hatred for the Islamic Republic. This uprising is determined to 
remain united in the demand for democracy and to put an end to despotic imposition 
of religious diktat.

The authorities have responded with extreme brutality, shooting or beating to death 
hundreds of demonstrators. More than 18.000 demonstrators have been arrested, 
some of them “enemies of God and corruption on earth”. Widespread persistent 
reports have emerged of prisoners being subjected to horrific torture and rape. Sum-
mary trials have begun, with demonstrators already being condemned to execution. 

The Islamic Republic is trying everything to divide the movement. Military units have 
been brought to control areas as Baluchistan and the northwest of the country where 
Kurdish people live.
At the same time, the regime is repressing peaceful demonstrations, where all ethnic 
backgrounds and religious groups are taking part, calling for democracy and equal 
rights in Iran. 

The 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- condemns the repression and violence by the regime and demands the immediate 
halt to executions and freedom for all those arrested in the demonstrations
- expresses its wholehearted solidarity with the courageous and determined Iranian 
mass movement united under the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom”

Motion Culture

Proposed by Jean-Pierre Michiels

Just as air and water are essential to life, culture is essential to living together.
 
Thus, the covid crisis has shown how necessary culture and the arts are to cross this 
difficult course. 

Culture and the arts can also be a factor of peace and rapprochement between peo-
ples. It is not acceptable for World Heritage cultures to be ostracized because of 
admittedly reprehensible policies or actions committed by some governments. 

Culture, both in its diversity and its universality, has contributed to the unification of 
Europe.  

This is why the EL:

Disapproves of the measures of prohibition and censorship against Russian 
culture and artists who have nothing to do with Putin's war.

Expresses its solidarity with the artists who, at the risk of losing their freedom, 
oppose this war.

Supports the resolution voted by a large majority by the European Parliament 
for the EU to devote 2% of its GDP to support artists and culture.

Motion - Stop the war: cease-fire now!

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

We condemn Russias’s military aggression against Ukraine, which is a crime under 
international humanitarian law. There is no justification for war and although no state-
ment is sure in wartime, the hypotheses are that casualties, including civilian, are 
hundreds of thousands, along with millions of refugees and people without homes, 
and territory destruction.

The bombing of civilian infrastructure and the electricity grid poses enormous prob-
lems for the survival of the population during the winter season.

In this framework the countries of the European Union have decided on an increase in 
military spending, which means starting a new arms race and a reduction to social 
spending.

The risk that article 5 of the NATO Agreement is activated is every day closer to beco-
ming a reality (as after the accident of the Ukrainian missile falling in Poland), which 
will mean an escalation until a nuclear war. 

With the Minsk Agreement of 2014, a possible solution to the crisis in Ukraine had 
been undertaken. The governments, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission are not playing a mediating role as they should.

The European Union must work to stop the ongoing massacre, and seek a peaceful 
and lasting resolution based on the principles of international law, and the need to 
guarantee mutual security: we speak of “diplomacy not arms!”

Last November 5th in Rome, 150.000 people responded to the call of “Europe For 
Peace Network”, which brings together hundreds of pacifist and nonviolent associa-
tions, trade unions, the Catholic world, personalities of culture and solidarity, and 
clearly demonstrated that they don’t accept war as a solution to the current crisis.

Pope Francis also continues to propose the path of ceasefire and negotiations to stop 
the massacre.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, join our voice with the 
many others that struggle for asking an immediate ceasefire, now, in order to start 
negotiations.

We are committed to the development of the movement for peace, disarmament and 
stopping the increase in military spending, throughout Europe.

PEOPLE DON’T WANT WAR.
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Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 

MOTIONS
Adopted by vote at the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (2022)
Motion Directive 2001/55/EC must be applied for every human being 
- Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Free Julian Assange - Die Linke
Motion Human Rights are non-negotiable! – Die Linke
Motion On the situation in Ireland - EL Executive Board
Motion Fighting the Far Right: building and strengthening the movement 
- Fighting the Far Right WG
Motion Latin America is still in dispute - Latin America WG
Motion The programmatic priority concerning the right to housing 
- Housing Network
Motion Solidarity with the people of Cyprus - AKEL, YKP & BKP
Motion In solidarity with the Sahrawi people – EuiA
Motion Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and environmental crisis is 
needed – SKP
Motion on Uranium - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Path to the European Parliamentary Election - Die Linke
Motion Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight to lift the US blockade and 
sanctions - Die Linke
Motion Industrial Policy - Die Linke
Motion Creation of an European Observatory of public services - Maite Mola
Motion 20 years walking together - Transform!europe
Motion Youth Network (ELYN) - Youth Network
Motion For a European pole of public research to break the pharmaceutical 
oligopoly - Rifondazione Comunista
Motion Fight pedocriminality, gender-based and sexual violence 
- Feminist Commission of PCF
Motion On the international situation – Maite Mola
Motion Solidarity with the Palestinian people - Middle East WG
Motion Solidarity with Kurdish People - Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - 
Progressive Alliance
Motion on Iran – Motion Commission
Motion Culture - Jean-Pierre Michiels
Motion Stop the war: cease-fire now! - Rifondazione Comunista

Motion - Directive 2001/55/EC 
must be applied for every human being
Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

Considering that on March 2, 2022 the Council of the European Union, on a proposal 
from the Commission, ascertained the existence of a massive influx of refugees from 
Ukraine.

Considering that as written in the Article 5 of Council Directive 2001/55/EC of July 20, 
2001, which has as its effect the introduction of temporary protection, the Council 
considered that this should be applied to any Ukrainian citizen who applies for it.

Considering that until then these directives had never been applied, even though 
there were enormous humanitarian crises with arrivals of refugees and asylum seekers 
in Europe.

Considering that there are many areas of conflict that continue to cause the flight of 
people and especially vulnerable people.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, pledges to mobilize, in 
each of the member states and with each of its constituent parties, to ensure that 
Directive 2001/55/EC is applied fairly for every human being fleeing invasion, perse-
cution, and dictatorship. 

Indeed, the proper application of the directive is a valuable first tool to save lives by 
actually taking them away from traffickers, to ensure safe channels of access, and to 
commit all member states to offer welcome and refuge.

It cannot be the origin, the color of the skin, the culture of origin that determines 
whether or not one has access to the guarantees offered by the European Union.

There cannot be refugees to be welcomed and refugees to be rejected. 

Motion - Free Julian Assange
Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left Party calls for the immediate release of journalist and Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange and the prevention of his extradition to the United States.

If extradited to the US, Assange will face 18 charges under the 1917 Espionage Act 
and a potential sentence of 175 years in prison for “crimes” that include great pieces 
of journalism relevant to the whole society since they tell the truth about war, like the 
Iraq War Logs, the Afghan War Logs, Cablegate and the collateral murder video.

The Assange case is one of the most important press freedom cases of a generation. 
Its implications for civil liberties and fundamental rights are far-reaching and serious.

It is with hope that we observe voices and initiatives from all over the world calling for 
Julians release and have been condemning the treatment of him in jail. United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture, Nils Melzer, reported that Assange showed 
“all the symptoms typical of victims of prolonged psychological torture”. He continu-
ed: “The case is a huge scandal and represents the failure of Western rule of law. If 
Julian Assange is convicted, it will be a death sentence for freedom of the press.”

We welcome recent initiatives, like :
- The nomination of Julian Assange among the finalists for European Parliaments‘ 
Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought.
- “Publishing is not a crime“ by big media groups (The New York Times, The Guardian, 
Le Monde, Der Spiegel, El País) appealing to the administration of President Joe 
Biden to drop the charges. 
- Latin American state leaders Petro and Lula showing their commitment and support 
for Julian Assange’s freedom.

The member, observer and partner parties of the European Left will continue raising 
the issue in their respective countries by:
- Organizing events, rallys, hosting film screenings (tbc) of “Ithaka“, a powerful docu-
mentary following the campaign to free Assange ahead of the extradition procee-
dings
- Trying to exert pressure on parliament members and governments. 

#AssangeCase #FreeAssange #JulianAssange

Motion - Human Rights are non-negotiable! 
The European Left Party stands in Solidarity with 
Refugees!
(on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day on 10 December 2022)

Proposed by Die Linke

On December 10th people around the world celebrate the international Human 
Rights Day. It serves as a reminder of the principles that should govern both our poli-
tics and everyday lives. In times of global turmoil and disturbance, the right of all 
people to choose their place of residence, equality and non-discrimination are more 
important than ever. The European Conventions on Human Rights set out these prin-
ciples and proposed the guidelines for the European Court of Human Rights, which is 
tasked with enforcing the latter. 

Currently, many people have to leave their habitat and flee to other countries in fear 
of persecution and their livelihoods. Since 2014, more than 25,000 people have 
drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. Each number represents a person, with a name, a 
family, and hopes for a better future in Europe.
The European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex has been violating funda-
mental human rights for years. We condemn the agency's involvement in, and cover-
ing up of, illegal pushbacks and we take accusations of misconduct and irregularities 
serious.

 European countries in particular have a responsibility to guarantee refugees a fresh 
start, whether they seek refuge for political, economic or other reasons. We stand up 
for human rights – and for all the people who have been victims of Frontex's human 
rights abuses.

One of the frightening examples currently in the spotlight is Qatar. Since Qatar won 
the hosting rights for the 2022 FIFA World Cup in 2010, it exemplifies the corruption 
of the FIFA-system. Many migrants live and work in Qatar, most of them come from 
South Asia, and human rights violations can be observed in their everyday lives – 
particularly during the preparations for the World Cup. There have been an enor-
mously high number of deaths on the construction sites for the soccer World Cup in 
Qatar, the estimates are at least 6500. This event was supposed to be a celebration of 
the world coming together over sports. In reality, it has shown us the violation of the 
rights of migrant workers, as well as the discrimination against women and LGBTIQ* 
community within the hosting country.

For the European Left, human rights are non-negotiable - not on ships crossing the 
Mediterranean, not in the woods at the Belarusian-polish border and not on buil-
ding-sites in Qatar. We stand in solidarity with all those whose fundamental human 
rights are under attack, be it by border regimes or exploitative and harming working 
conditions!

Motion - On the situation in Ireland
From EL Executive Board

This 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL) recognises: 

That the Irish people have the right to self-determination;

That Brexit has been a catalyst for constitutional change in Ireland, with succes-
sive opinion polls underpinning growing support for Irish unity;

That increasing numbers of citizens across the island of Ireland, from wide and 
varied backgrounds, accept partition has failed;

That the Good Friday Agreement provides the democratic means to achieve 
Irish unity and end partition in Ireland;

That support for a referendum on Irish unity is growing across Europe and 
more widely;

That the aspiration to a new Irish constitutional democracy, based on equality, 
social justice, citizen rights and respect for diversity, is a legitimate democratic 
objective.

The EL notes:

Recent initiatives taken within Irish civic society which have broadened the 
discussion on constitutional change in Ireland;

The establishment of Sinn Féin’s ‘Commission on the Future of Ireland’ as a 
constructive initiative designed to encourage the wider conversation on Irish 
unity.
 

The EL urges: 

To the Irish Government to convene and resource an all-island Citizens’ 
Assembly on Irish unity, to plan and prepare for constitutional change;

To the Irish Government to use its international diplomatic resources to secure 
a date for a unity referendum;

to all progressive political and civic forces to support the process of constituti-
onal change and achievement of Irish unity across Europe, and within the 
European Parliament;

And we pledge the support and resources of EL to these ends.

Motion - Fighting the Far Right: building and strengt-
hening the movement

Proposed by the Fighting the Far Right Working Group

Congress notes that as the world faces multiple crises – war, pandemic, climate catas-
trophe and economic crisis – the conditions exist for a major surge in support for the 
far right. We live in a context where the far right is the "new normal" of the right in the 
global north, and increasingly, also, in the global south.

Congress believes that the Party of the European Left must renew and strengthen its 
commitment to defeating the far right wherever it emerges and in all its forms.

The Fighting the Far Right Working Group believes that part of this commitment 
comes through the organisation of the “No Pasaran” conference.

In March 2022, an in-person edition of the "No Pasaran" conference took place the 
initiative of the Party of the European Left and the transform!europe Foundation. With 
the event taking place in Berlin, Germany, the organization counted with the decisive 
participation of Die Linke.

From the European Left Fighting the Far Right Working Group we make a positive 
balance of the Conference, which brought together more than a hundred social acti-
vists, from anti-fascism to feminism, from the rights of migrants to the LGBTI+ commu-
nity, from the trade union movement to anti-racist movements, leaders of European 
and Latin American left-wing parties, and academics who study the phenomenon of 
the far right from different countries. The more than 10 panels allowed an exchange 
between people who live in the most diverse countries of Europe, from east and west, 
north and south, about how we characterize the new far right we are facing, what 
should be the tactics to confront them.

In light of this success, this Congress supports:

the biannual organization of the “No Pasaran” Conference, with the next event 
to take place in 2024;

building on the links already made through the “No Pasaran” conferences to 
date, to extend the political and social reach of the “No Pasaran” preparatory 
process, with an inclusive approach to movements and communities.

Motion - Latin America is still in dispute

Proposed by the Latin America and the Caribbean WG

In a world with significant advances of right-wing forces and a global offensive against 
the living conditions of the people, it is worth following Latin America and the Carib-
bean situation in in Europe.
The events unfolding in the continent speak directly to us, especially regarding the 
ongoing conflict between a strict application of the neo-liberal project on one hand 
and the different popular alternative projects on the other.  In some cases, these 
envisage a form of "socialism of the 21st century". 

Since our last Congress, there have been important changes in the political geogra-
phy of the region, with a “progressive” wave and new governments who embrace a 
range of different policies, focused on the responses to the new challenges. But all of 
them have, as their central goals, social improvements for their populations and a 
strengthening of cooperation in Latin America and greater autonomy from the US. 
At the same time, in the face of the climate crisis, these new governments can imple-
ment new policies with a concerted effort to improve the situation in the Amazon 
region.

However, from the point of view of “progressivism”, the situation is far from stabilising. 
The imperialist strategy and offensive are slightly different from the past: so far, it has 
not been that of "old style" military coups of the Pinochet type. Apart from the case of 
Bolivia, the path chosen has been that of "soft coups" through "lawfare", attempted 
assassinations (against Nicolás Maduro, Cristina Fernández), the massive use of Big 
Data (not only for elections), the strengthening of reactionary sectors of the churches, 
with the reorganisation of the fascist extreme right with "new manners" and political 
models, with some popular support. Moreover, the right-wing is coordinating interna-
tionally with a global strategy, and with the support of European fascists. 

Blockades and sanctions by the USA and EU play an increasingly important role, from 
the historic blockade to Cuba and Venezuela, to their political use against more coun-
tries, while forcing the entire West to follow their policies.
The fight against "unilateral coercive measures" is one of the priorities of the common 

agenda between European and Latin America left. 
In the global neo-liberal agenda, the “Free Trade Agreements” pushed by the Euro-
pean Union also play an important role in the recolonization of the region, with very 
damaging effects on social rights and environment.
The European Left is a much sought-after political interlocutor. Our collaboration has 
taken various forms, with interesting results: joint seminars, speaker’s cross-invitations 
at events, mobilisations on both continents, and support from parliaments of citizen's 
battles against the Free Trade Agreements of the European Union (EU-Mexico, 
EU-Mercosur, EU-Central America, EU-Chile). In addition, the European Left was pre-
sent as an election observer in Peru, Ecuador, Honduras, Bolivia, and Colombia. Paral-
lel to our bilateral relations (parties, trade unions, feminist and environmental mo-

vements, human rights organisations, etc.), the European Left has had a privileged 
relationship with the forces of the São Paulo Forum, in the defence of the democratic 
State and social conquests, as well as in the confrontation with fascism and coup 
d'état. 
For the progressive governments of Latin America, it is of great importance to diver-
sify their international relations. The struggle for democracy, the sovereignty of the 
peoples, human and social rights, and socialism, are slogans still in force for many 
Latin American and European countries. To expand constructive relations, the left 
forces in Europe and Latin America need to develop broader and more concrete 
partnerships.

The Congress of the Party of the European Left commits itself to develop the 
following Action Plan: 

To deepen the common battle for peace on both continents. 

To unify the campaign against blockades and unilateral coercive measures, for 
the respect of the sovereignty of the peoples. 

To set up election observation missions, which will also monitor the electoral 
processes after the elections against any external interference.

Hold a seminar and campaign against the EU's Free Trade Agreements with 
Latin America. 

Continue the join EL-São Paulo Forum seminar on "Shared Visions".  

Hold events against lawfare together with the São Paulo Forum. 

Develop campaigns aimed at the protection of the Amazon. 

Attend meetings of the EUROLAT body of parliamentarians from both conti-
nents. 

Hold events on the 50th anniversary of the coups d'état in Uruguay (June) and 
Chile (September).

Motion - The programmatic priority concerning the 
right to housing: emergency and structural policies

Proposed by the the Housing Network

Europe (its working class) has been experiencing a severe housing crisis for more 
than a decade now, worsened by the pandemic, war, energy crises, and skyrocketing 
prices of real estate. Simultaneously, there are millions of vacant properties. The 
housing crisis is a consequence of EU and member-states neoliberal policies: liberali-
sation and financialisation of the housing market, cuts in public spending, and in 
particular public housing investment. The results are: increased precariousness of 
housing conditions, rise of evictions, foreclosures and homelessness, and gentrificati-
on of neighbourhoods. If real estate values are kept this high, no government will be 
able to stabilise the market with meagre public investment. We lack some much-nee-
ded public investment.

This housing crisis exposes social inequalities, and is a mass and popular issue. Inse-
curity affects more than 20% of the total population in Europe: inhabitants are forced 
to choose whether to pay rent, mortgage, bills, or food. The working classes are uni-
fied in this battle, claiming housing as a social right, against policies based on housing 
as a commodity and financial asset. Moreover, urban housing stocks significantly 
affect the urban environment - regeneration and reduction of land consumption is a 
priority for climate neutrality.

The EL thus decides to mobilise (both directly and through political and social allian-
ces) to guarantee:

Housing as a right: Housing security is a right, no one should be left home-
less. In the face of a systemic crisis, individuals have no responsibility, and the 
public sector and banks must bear the risk. 

Public interest: Privatisation, financialisation, and liberalisation have failed. 
The general interest calls for radical and integrated interventions.

Through urgent policies that ensure:

Public intervention that regulates and stabilises the private market, strengt-
hening tenants’ rights.

Structural intervention and investment in public housing, starting with the use 
and reuse of existing housing stock, including the conversion of public buil-
dings (like empty military complexes and hospitals). 

Progressive taxation on housing and property, reversing interventions that 
subsidise expensive properties.

Reversing financialisation of the housing market and securitisation of housing 
debt.

Methodology 

A. Political 

1.Promote common and unifying messages and vision.
2. Share good practices and forms of popular resistance.

B.   Institutional Measures

Emergency
1. Restructure housing debt, with debt cancellation.
2. Legislative instruments to prohibit evictions and foreclosures, if adequate 
alternative housing that respects human rights is not offered.

Structural
1. Implement available instruments:

a. Put the European Pillar of Social Rights into practice (Art. 19 and 20)

b. Implement the European Parliament Resolution of 21 January 2021 on 
access to decent and affordable housing for all (2019/2187(INI))

2. Demand new legislative/institutional instruments: 

a. European regulation of the private market sector, starting with short-term 
rentals. 

b. Exempt housing public funding from the internal market and competition 
regime (considered state aid). 

c. Use of European funds for the development of public housing. 

d. Link housing policies to A) social cohesion; B) energy saving; C) ecological 
transition

Motion - Solidarity with the people of Cyprus

Proposed by AKEL, YKP & BKP

The participants of the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left held in 
Vienna, Austria on 09-11 December 2022: 

Remind that the Cyprus problem is a result of foreign interventions and imperialist 
aggression.

Regret that the illegal occupation by Turkey of 37% of Cyprus territory is ongoing and 
that the Cyprus problem remains unresolved.

Regret that the people of Cyprus continue to suffer the division of their common 
homeland and constant violation of their human rights.

Underline that in the current international conditions of exacerbated militarisation of 
international relations, the sidelining of international law and the UN Charter, the 
peaceful solution of the Cyprus problem becomes even more urgent. 

Emphasize that the status quo is nor static nor can it represent a solution; on the cont-
rary, the status quo and the continuing stalemate serve Turkey’s long-term hegemonic 
objectives against Cyprus and the permanent division of Cyprus and its people. 

Stress the need for the international community to face decisively Turkey’s illegal 
actions in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the Republic of Cyprus contrary to the Law 
of the Sea, as well as its illegal plans to settle Varosha further to the continuing illegal 
settlement of the northern part of Cyprus and changing the demographic structure of 
the northern part of Cyprus, along with the intensifying militarisation of the occupied 
areas by the further transfer of military equipment including combat drones which are 
causes of extreme concern for the present and the future of Cyprus. 

Call for the early resumption of a substantive dialogue, from where it was left in July 
2017, as this is a matter of urgency, in order to achieve a comprehensive solution on 
the agreed basis of a bizonal bicommunal federation with political equality, as this is 
prescribed by the relevant UN resolutions, with the withdrawal of all the Turkish occu-
pation troops and termination of the Treaty of Guarantee. This constitutes the sole 
viable option for Cyprus to be freed of the illegal occupation by Turkey and for the 
country and its people to reunify.

Reaffirm that the agreed basis of the solution, that is the transformation of the internal 
system of governance into a federal one, is the only way to reunite Cyprus and call 
upon Turkey to abandon its separatist position for a ‘two-state solution’. We declare 
that we will never accept any ‘solution’ that may jeopardize the true independence of 
Cyprus, bearing on its single sovereignty, single international legal personality and 
single citizenship, and whereby no third parties will be able to intervene and the 
human rights and freedoms of all Cypriots will be restored in accordance with interna-

tional law and the principles upon which the EU is founded.

Express their solidarity with and support to the struggle of all Cypriot people, Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots, for the reunification of its country, and consider that 
the peaceful comprehensive solution of the Cyprus problem will contribute positively 
to the demilitarization, building of peace and prosperity for all peoples in the trou-
bled region of the Eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East.

The EL greets the bicommunal peace initiatives of the Cypriots which promote the 
spirit of co-existence and equal rights against divisive and nationalist practices.

Motion - In solidarity with the Sahrawi people

Proposed by EUiA

The Sahrawi population has been forced into exile for more than 40 years; the perma-
nent diaspora and the impossibility of returning to their land or living without subju-
gation. The Sahrawi have been subjected to human rights violations in the face of the 
passivity of the United Nations and other international actors.

The cruelty in the application of torture has increased alarmingly, and all the reports 
that have been drawn up on Western Sahara coincide in denouncing Morocco's syste-
matic and continuous violation of human rights.

It is necessary to remember that Western Sahara is considered by the United Nations 
a territory pending decolonisation.

On the other hand, the action of MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referend-
um in Western Sahara) has been clearly ineffective, not only failing to achieve the 
objectives for which it was created, but also giving Morocco room to exploit the natu-
ral resources of Western Sahara and to ensure control and population replacement.

Faced with these facts and having the international legality and the force of reason, 
the Sahrawi people continue to be humiliated and silenced, not only by the Moroccan 
government that exploits and occupies it, with the complicity of the media; it seems 
that it is only the civil society that is very clear that until the decolonisation process 
takes place, it must continue to fight to break the wall of silence.

In view of these facts, the Party of the European Left wishes to state the following:

Our total condemnation of Morocco's military interventions in the SADR area.

Our rejection of the Alaouite occupation of Western Sahara, an imperialist 
display of exploitation of natural resources and national oppression.

The concern about the inaction of the United Nations and MINURSO for the 
effective resolution of the conflict, which passes, as agreed and demanded by 
the Sahrawi people, through a binding referendum on self-determination.

The concern at the change of position of the PSOE in Spain, not listening to 
the will of its partner in government, of the Parliament and of the majority of 
Spanish citizens.

We denounce the complicit role that the French government has played with 
the Moroccan occupier all this time.

We express our absolute and firm solidarity with the Sahrawi people, the insti-
tutions of SADR, the Polisario Front and the UJSARIO.

Motion - Seminar on real acts to solve the climate and 
environmental crisis is needed

Proposed by The Communist Party of Finland

We are in the middle of environmental and climate crises. The capitalist system wor-
sens the crises through its continuous growth and over-spending of natural resources. 
Wars and the arms industry make things even worse by spending non-renewable 
natural resources.

Scientists have produced information and proposed solutions and acts, but politicians 
are unable to make real decisions or implement the decisions they have made. 
COP27 once again proved it.
Therefore, new actions are needed.

The Communist Party of Finland proposes that the European Left and its Environmen-
tal working group will organize in cooperation with Transform!europe an environmen-
tal seminar during the period 2023-2025 to bring together experts, scientists, left, 
green and progressive parties, and peace and environmental activists.

We organized the “No Survival Without Peace” seminar in Tampere, Finland and 
online together with the European Left and Transform Europe. We hope that it was a 
starting point for a new, strong and effective work to save our planet.

Motion – On Uranium

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

On 24 March 1999, NATO, without any UN authorisation, launched a carpet-bombing 
campaign on Serbia and Kosovo, indiscriminately targeting civilian infrastructure of all 
kinds and causing the deaths of 2500 civilians. This was a blatant violation of internati-
onal law and military actions were carried out which, according to the UN Charter, can 
be construed as war crimes.

As in other illegal NATO wars (Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya), depleted uranium munitions 
were used extensively (in an officially estimated quantity of between 12 and 16 
tonnes). The use of the heavy metal in bombing caused an ecocide that triggered a 
veritable 'cancer pandemic' that continues to claim thousands of victims twenty years 
later. 

Thousands are also the military victims, i.e. NATO soldiers themselves who have cont-
racted very serious cancer pathologies as a result of exposure to the heavy metal not 
only in the theatres of war but also at military firing grounds. The environmental 
devastation does not only affect the countries affected by the bombings but also the 
territories of NATO countries that host training facilities where these weapons are 
tested and used.  

In Italy there are at least 8000 sick veterans and about 400 of them have died.

In the Italian courts over 300 service cases won by veterans who were victims of 
depleted uranium against the Italian Ministry of Defence have produced case law 
establishing the causal correlation between the onset of serious cancer pathologies 
and exposure to depleted uranium. This jurisprudence has been used by a pool of 
lawyers to initiate compensation cases against NATO at the Belgrade High Court, but 
NATO has officially claimed immunity for the crimes for which it has been called to 
account.

War crimes are not time-barred.

The Party of the European Left pledges to bring the issue of civilian and military 
victims of depleted uranium to the attention of the European Parliament and to iden-
tify a path that can commit Parliament to the path of truth and justice for all victims 
and to the banning of these weapons inside and outside the EU perimeter.

Motion - Path to the European Parliamentary Election

Proposed by Die Linke

“Our political strategy and activities focus on building a more democratic, social, 
ecological and peaceful Europe. The outlined axes will guide us over the next three 
years. At the upcoming European elections, we will present ourselves as a strong 
European left force.” (EL political document draft 2022).

To reach the goal concerning the EP - election, we ask the board and secretariat to 
establish a working group as soon as possible for the preparation of the EP-Election. 
The working group, among other things:
- Should aim to agree on common “corporate design” elements, which should be 
used by all  our parties in the EP election campaign.
- Should develop cross-country-formats (conference, workshop, symposium, presen-
tation etc.) to make our national elections campaign a truly European one.
- Should agree on a few central topics, that we will recommend to include in our nati-
onal elections’ platforms in equal wording additionally to an EL election platform and 
in consideration with the Presidency of the EL.

Motion - Supporting the Republic of Cuba in the fight 
to lift the US blockade and sanctions

Proposed by Die Linke

The European Left welcomes the overwhelming result of the vote at the UN General 
Assembly on 3 November 2022 on the resolution on the "Necessity of ending the 
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United States of Ameri-
ca against Cuba": 

For the 30th year in a row, almost every country (185) on Earth voted to oppose the 
six-decade unilateral blockade which violates international and human rights and is, 
according to the Charter of the United Nations, a “warlike act”. The only countries that 
supported the illegal blockade were the United States itself and Israel. Brazil and 
Ukraine abstained. So far, the US government has ignored this powerful vote and 
continues to act against it. 

The Party of the European Left (EL):

Calls on governments and the EU to take concrete steps against the US 
blockade, in particular effective measures against the extraterritorial effects in 
Europe, as well as the end of the financial blockade, which is illegal under EU- 
law (Council Regulation (EC) No 2271/96 of 22 November 1996), but where 
European banks bow to US pressure.

Urges the European Commission to lodge a complaint with the WTO against 
the ongoing violations of international trade law by the US blockade and sanc-
tions against Cuba and Venezuela.

Demands the European Commission to fully implement the agreement on 
political dialogue and cooperation between the EU and Cuba.

Protests against any measure that violates the sovereignty of states in the Latin 
American region, aiming against the right of peoples to self-determination, 
including coercive economic measures, particularly affecting the population.

Calls on all progressive forces worldwide to protest against the blockade and 
enlarge the solidarity movement. The EL and its member parties have a high 
responsibility as far as the European area is concerned. Via civil society and 
parliamentary initiatives against the blockade we have to increase the pressure 
in the EU Parliament and in the national parliaments.

 A concrete idea for the near future, probably after the next EU elections,   
 is a “tribunal“, involving solidarity groups, parliamentarians, recognized   

 personalities, lawyers, scientists, trade unions, foundations. The intention  
 is to reach a larger public in order to denounce the illegal nature and   
 violation of human rights in Cuba and its people. 

The EL together with Cuba is involved in the struggle for Peace and against imperia-
lism and we also have as a common objective the preservation of the environment. 
We also consider fundamental the dissemination of the reality of the Cuban situation 
and the enormous effort made by Cuba and its government in favor of international 
solidarity. We will support all actions against the blockade, not only at the European 
level but we will promote them at the level of national parliaments and we will partici-
pate in all activities that will take place in Cuba at the international level with young 
people, intellectuals and feminists, as well as with international political organisations 
such as the Forum of São Paulo.

Motion - Industrial Policy

Proposed by Die Linke

The European left stands in solidarity with labour disputes all over Europe and 
demands coordinated industrial policy

The neoliberal Illusion of social welfare created by free market competition, which is 
enshrined in the founding documents and current institutions of the European Union, 
has seemingly dissolved into a distant noise in the current debates about price cont-
rols and the rationing & distribution of raw materials both among and within member 
states. The current shift in geopolitical power-relations towards a multi-polar wor-
ld-system and the disruption and disentanglement that can be observed in various 
global supply chains have made this evident to a much wider European public. 
Unions and workers are going on strike, local social movements modeled after the 
British „enough is enough“ are organizing rallies across the continent. We share their 
concerns for paying their bills and we stand in solidarity with those struggling for what 
is rightfully theirs. 

What is to be done? We need to confront climate change in a manner that both crea-
tes better working and living conditions as well as helps to preserve the planet. We 
demand active industrial policy and an EU-regulatory framework which would allow :
 -to encourage intra-European industrial cooperation, whereas competition policy has 
been opposed to this, in the name of the abuse of dominant positions, 
-to prevent competition between Member States on the basis of the lowest social and 
fiscal standards,
-to allow state aid, and to impose strict conditions on employment, training, ecologi-
cal transition and the absence of relocation. 
-to establish a selectivity of bank credit in favor of job-creating and ecological pro-
jects, and against the support of financial markets.
-To broaden the rights of employee representatives in the European group commit-
tees of multinational companies, so that they can influence their strategic orientations.

This will guarantee ensures the fostering of European technological, energy, social 
and ecological sovereignty as well as single member states will be prevented from 
arbitrarily taking advantage of other member states in the common market on the 
basis of their economic power. 

Investment and a strengthened European economic position are however not an end 
unto itself- EU policies aimed at creating it always have to take social justice, ecologic 
sustainability and questions of ownership into consideration. We oppose the solution 
to the crises of our time to be raising profits by once again worsening working condi-
tions, cutting wages, dismantling the welfare state and privatizing whats left of the 
public sector - that would be as economically wrong as it is morally unacceptable. 
„Competition only“ and „tightening the belt“ have to become political slogans of the 
past in the struggle for a better future. Next year will have to be a year of solidarity- we 
expect a wave of strikes for just wages and we demand political steps towards coordi-

nated industrial action.

We declare our full solidarity and support with all strikes, workers and their unions, 
because not only are they fighting for their legitimate interests, but their actions cont-
ribute to a progressive development of their respective societies as a whole. We 
condemn the enormous handouts to the rich during the pandemic. A system that 
allows for the rich to become richer even in times of crisis, is rigged. While the vast 
majority of the European people are experiencing a cost of living crisis, the number of 
billionaires rose to new heights. In times of economic turmoil, the question used to be 
‘heat or eat’. Today, it is no longer ‘heat or eat’, it is ‘I can’t heat and I can’t eat.’

Motion - 20 years walking together

Proposed by transform!europe 

As Transform!europe foundation of the Party of the European Left, we present the 
following motion:

In 2024 it will be 20 years since the creation of the Party of the European Left, foun-
ded in Rome on the 8th and 9th of May 2004. During these 20 years there have been 
many events, joint works and lessons learned on this path together in the European 
Left and that is why we believe it is important to commemorate our 20 years of exis-
tence.

We hereby propose that the 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- approve that the new leadership structures coming out of this Congress propose a 
joint working group with Transform!europe to organize activities, events and 
publications on our 20 years together, which we will celebrate in 2024.

Motion – Youth Network (ELYN)

Proposed by the Youth Network

We live at a time where thousands of people get stripped of their basic human rights, 
one of those rights being access to education. The increased privatization across the 
entire educational spectrum, combined with racism forces people away from the path 
of knowledge and the development of critical thinking. The path we set forward 
should be an anthropocentric approach to education. We stand for an idea of educa-
tion that breaks away from the doctrine of a utilitarian education that focuses solely on 
immediate economic needs. Education should prepare citizens for the future and be 
free of bias based on ethnicity or gender. It should combine the transmission of both 
knowledge and skills. The EL Youth Network (ELYN) is committed to fighting for free, 
democratic, and public education while supporting university occupations/student 
strikes and activism as well as their anti-fascist, anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist 
demands, thereby strengthening its links with the left.

School should be public. Public Schools should be free of charge, secular, and free 
from the influence of private or religious interests. Universities and research institutes 
should be freed up from economic pressures. We reject the Bologna Process, which 
mainly promotes the privatization of higher education, either by imposing extremely 
high tuition fees on university studies or by forcing students to pay huge amounts for 
housing or material needed to cope with their studies. We demand the establishment 
of state-provided affordable housing for students and young workers. In addition, we 
consider extremely important to introduce gender inclusivity (feminist movement, 
equal pay, LGBTQ+ rights etc.) and sex education in the school curriculum. Legislati-
on proposals that would fit the aforementioned ideas would include: anonymous 
exam papers to prevent biases and gender studies in every curriculum. From kinder-
garten to college, education should be accessible to all minorities and immigrants in 
Europe.

To promote the idea of a free-of-charge and public education for all young people in 
Europe regardless of income, gender, sexual orientation, and immigration status, the 
ELYN proposes to the EL Congress 6 main axes which the Party should include in its 
scheduling and budgeting:

1. Events discussing the student movements in different countries, and estab-
lishment of student solidarity action days (ex. Solidarity with Iranian Women, 
Palestine, Western Sahara, etc.)

2. Investment in pilot programs that introduce gender equality, sexual orienta-
tion, and sex education in public schools and universities.

3. Workshops with immigrant populations raising the issue of underrepresen-
ted minorities in education which will help ensure access to free education for 
all refugees at kindergartens, schools, and universities and stop their deporta-
tion/ pushbacks.

4. Introduce to the EL programme not only climate change but also the topic 
of fighting climate and science denial in schools and universities (critical thin-
king).

5. Link the ELYN with the EL Housing Network to promote affordable student 
housing.

6. EL-funded campaign to get out the young vote.

Motion - Creation of an European Observatory of 
public services

Proposed by Maite Mola

The Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted, over the past three years, the serious dys-
functions on the European continent in terms of coordination of public policies in the 
face of a common scourge. From the start, we observed: the lack of protective equip-
ment, whether for individuals or for carers and hospital staff, the rivalry between states 
to obtain supplies of equipment and vaccines; then the very great disparity in the 
organisation of health and economic measures to protect the population; then there 
were the great differences in the organisation of health and economic measures to 
protect the population and to continue the education of children; and also the great 
difficulties in terms of transport, supply and logistics, and finally, of course, the serious 
discrepancies in the social protection systems of Europeans. All of this made us aware 
of the unpreparedness of the public services of the European continent in the face of 
a major crisis. It is a fact that there is no effective tool for coordinating public policies 
in Europe that can anticipate, organise and manage such a crisis. However, it is very 
likely that crises of this kind will recur, with obviously unexpected reasons such as 
climatic, sanitary, environmental, and unfortunately also military reasons! 

For more than 5 years, the "Public services" working group of the EL has been con-
ducting a political reflection to create an observatory of public services in Europe. 

In the political document of our last congress in Berlin in 2019, we stated:
"The defence and extension of public services, at national and European level, are 
tools to implement a new development policy that takes the opposite direction of the 
liberal logic. This must be based on a transparent and democratic control tool. An 
observatory on the deterioration of public services, with common criteria in each 
country, must be set up.

The crisis we have just experienced confirms the urgency of setting up such an obser-
vatory, which would make it possible to take stock of the public resources available on 
the European continent to better protect the population. It would be the first essential 
link in the chain for developing and coordinating European public services that could 
act at the continental level on issues that affect all EU countries. This observatory, an 
international scientific tool that will bring together all the skills needed to evaluate the 
public policies of the States, will give everyone a serious perception of the means 
available to protect the citizens, and of course provide arguments for action. We also 
note with interest that European trade union organisations are now also working on 
this subject.

Motion - For a European pole of public research to 
break the pharmaceutical oligopoly

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista 

The Covid pandemic dramatically highlighted the commercial nature of the pharma-
ceutical lobbies at the expense of the people who paid a huge price in terms of 
deaths, crisis in national health services, worsening of general health, and lack of 
vaccines for the global South. Although researchers have been predicting the 
development of coronavirus epidemics for about 18 years, the pharmaceutical indust-
ry has not invested in vaccine research, nor has it developed research into antiviral 
drugs that can prevent the progression of the disease once the infection has occur-
red.

Pharmaceutical industries only engage in research when the market looks geographi-
cally large and sustainable. For example, research on infectious diseases and vaccines 
is much more limited compared to other drugs.

The biomedical research system is sick and completely diverted from its mission of 
defending the health of humanity and is instead tilted solely towards the centrality of 
maximum profit for the pharmaceutical oligopoly, which receives substantial subsi-
dies from governments, but accepts no limits.

For this reason, the European Left, following the campaign on the suspension of 
patents on vaccines, is committed to developing in the most effective way a struggle 
for the creation of a European public pole - a large centre that intervenes in the whole 
cycle of medicine: research, production, development, and distribution, that makes 
the fruit of its research available to the world – medicines, technologies, and vaccines 
at affordable prices for the benefit of humanity.

Motion – Fight pedocriminality and gender-based
and sexual violence

Proposed by the Feminist commission of the PCF 

In France, a ground-breaking Senate report has highlighted the link between the 
criminal porn industry, pimping networks, and the trafficking of human beings, inclu-
ding minors. 
Landmark trials are underway involving owners of criminal porn sites for human traffi-
cking, acts of barbarism, torture, racism... 

Today, pedocriminality and pornography are linked: pedocriminal content circulates 
on pornographic sites. As the lawsuits against You Porn have shown: Three quarters 
of pornographic content contains pedocriminality.

The platforms hosting this industry have to take clear standpoints against sexual 
violence.

The criminal pornography industry makes profits on pedocriminality violence. on the 
insecurity of its victims. Young girls who have come from child welfare services and/or 
who have been subjected to domestic violence (including sexual and incestuous 
violence) are prime targets for these networks, in a continuum of violence, exploiting 
their precariousness and social fragility.

These pornographic sites are used by pedocriminals as relays for sexual violence. 

Europe is the cradle of pedocriminality: 62% of pedocriminal content on the net origi-
nates in Europe. In Europe, the detection, reporting, and removal of such content are 
subject only to the "voluntary" action of providers and hosts. At the beginning of 
2024, this interim minimum legislation expires.

We propose that the EL:

Fights for strengthening European legislation on the prevention and protecti-
on of minors against pornography and child pornography. 

Fight gender-based and sexual violence including pedocriminality especially 
on digital plattforms.

Ask to the European governing and the European Parliament to take the 
necessary measures in the fight against the dissemination of pedophile cont-
ent hosted by pornographic sites in particular, also considering our demands 
in the field of digital politics.

Launches actions in 2023 against cyber-violence, pedocriminality and porn-cri-
me; and to prevent it among young people as well as among parents and 

professionals in contact with young people, in order to change the European 
legislation.

Creates a working group in the European Left about the pornographic industry

Motion - On the international situation

Proposed by Maite Mola

The plurality and diversity that exist in the assessments and analyses of the internatio-
nal situation that we have within the European Left oblige us to make an effort to find 
common points that allow us to act jointly on the international scene in line with the 
values that the EL has defended since its constitution – among others, the unconditio-
nal commitment of the EL to peace, disarmament and the defence of international 
legality within the framework of the Founding Declaration of the United Nations.
 
As EL we consider vital the need for multilateral international relations based on soli-
darity cooperation of mutual benefits among all nations, joining wills and efforts so 
that all the inhabitants of the planet have the right to a dignified life, and to fight 
together against emergency situations such as the one humanity is experiencing 
today.
 
The EL urges the countries that possess nuclear weapons to negotiate treaties that 
limit their production and deployment, and to advance towards the goal of achieving 
global nuclear disarmament that entails their elimination with environmental guaran-
tees. 

In this sense, we defend the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to confront 
the logic of the blocs, and we defend the logic of collective security on the basis of 
the development of the role of the OSCE and the Council of Europe, and the prospect 
of a pan-European conference and treaty on collective security with Russia.
 
The EL is involved in the struggle for a new international order based on new princip-
les, new values and new forms of representation of the international community. This 
leads us to propose the re-foundation of the UN with a new distribution in the partici-
pation of all the states of the planet, and a new dimension of its international agencies 
(which are regularly attacked by the current US government), as well as rethinking the 
configuration and role of the economic institutions that have been the pillars on which 
the domination of big capital over the planet's economic resources, raw materials and 
natural resources has been built, imposing neoliberal policies that have destroyed all 
the public elements of social protection.
 
In coherence with our historical position of support for the recognition of the rights of 
the Saharawi people through the holding of the referendum of self-determination, we 
criticise the pressures that try to bend the resistance of this people through all kinds 
of aggressions and we demand that the Spanish government assume its responsibility 
as a decolonising power to enforce the agreements of the United Nations.
 
We reiterate our support for the peoples of Turkey and the Kurdish people who are 
confronting the Erdogan regime and we demand the withdrawal from Syria of the 
foreign troops that still occupy an important part of its territory.
 

The European Left reaffirms its solidarity with the Palestinian people who continue to 
struggle for the development of a peace process and to allow the return of those who 
were expelled from their land. We demand that the International Community ensures 
the existence of a viable Palestinian state within the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem 
as its capital.
 
From the EL we salute the electoral successes that have led to the constitution of 
multiple progressive governments in Latin America, which can lead to the reactivation 
of a process of territorial integration of the continent and allow the exploitation of the 
multiple resources and wealth of the region for the benefit of the improvement of the 
lives of its peoples. 
 
We demand once again the lifting of the unjust and illegal blockade suffered by Cuba 
and all sanctions against all countries by the US government and its cronies, and we 
denounce the imperialist aggressions that try to subjugate the Latin American, Afri-
can, Mediterranean and Asian peoples who fight for their rights and freedoms.
 
From these points of view, the EL must lead a debate to help the construction of a 
"broad alliance" of social and political forces that will allow us to move from words to 
action, leading to a global mobilisation capable of challenging the ideological and 
political hegemony of those who endanger the future of humanity in the face of a 
future of peace and progress in harmony with nature.

Motion - Solidarity with the Palestinian people

Proposed by Middle East WG

Solidarity with the Palestinian people - the European Left condemns the continuing 
Israeli expansion of the occupation and colonization of the West Bank and promotes 
dialogue between all peace-making forces in region.

The European Left reiterates our strong support of the rights of the Palestinian people 
to their own state and land, with East Jerusalem as its capital, and for the return of the 
Palestinian refugees. 

WE condemn the Israeli aggression with the expansion of the illegal occupation and 
settlements in the West Bank, the escalating attacks on the towns and villages in the 
West Bank, as well as the Israeli embargo and attacks against Gaza.
We note that there has been no US, EU, NATO or any Western sustainable attempt to 
stop the Israeli violations of the rules of international law, exposing their double stan-
dards.

Today over 760,000 Israeli settlers are living in the occupied West Bank and in East 
Jerusalem - thus violating the rules of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibiting an 
occupational power to transfer its population to an occupied territory. The UN Gene-
ral Assembly has adopted resolutions (i.e. 242 and 338) denouncing the Israeli occu-
pation, declaring it to be illegal and calling for an Israeli withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. Again in 2004 a UN General Assembly resolution underlined the right of 
the Palestinian people to their territory. The occupation of the West Bank is further-
more referred to as illegal by the International Court in the Hague. In 2012 the UN 
recognized Palestine as an observer state of the UN. 

With the election of a new far-right government in Israel promising even more aggres-
sion and bloodshed in the Palestinian territories there is a dangerous risk of increa-
sing the already mounting violence to full scale conflict. 
These aggressive expansionist policies of Israel are detrimental not only to the Palesti-
nian people but also to ordinary Israeli citizens, who can all anticipate a never-ending 
conflict and war for many years to come, including the possibility of renewed war with 
neighbouring countries.

The European Left calls for a just solution to the conflict, to be initiated by a total 
withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories in keeping with UN resolutions. To 
obtain this we recommend:

The EL stress that the EU-Israel Association Agreement is, according to its 
article 2, based on the fulfilment of human rights and emphasises these as a 
guiding principle; calls for suspension of the Association Agreement until 
there no clear guarantees of an ending to the systematic violations of the 
human rights of the Palestinian population.

The labelling of goods from the Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

We call for a stop to the special Israeli relation to NATO.

We reiterate our support of a just peace based on the UN resolutions with a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders and with East Jerusalem as its capital 
and with the return of the Palestinian refugees. A two state just solution based 
on equal security is the only viable one.

We call for the recognition of the Palestinian state by the EU member states – 
and by as many countries and institutions as possible, which is an important 
step in that direction.

We denounce policies which criminalize peace and solidarity activists, inclu-
ding left and peace forces inside Israel. We greet Israeli youth objecting to 
doing their military service in the occupied territories, fighting against Israeli 
occupation of Palestine and demanding a free and independent Palestinian 
State.    

 
It is more than ever important to commemorate the long protest and struggle of the 
Palestinian people, who for decades have fought Israeli aggression and occupation.

We assure the Palestinian people and the civil forces of Israeli Society fighting for 
dialog and peacemaking of our continuing support and solidarity.

Motion - Solidarity with Kurdish People

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista and SYRIZA - Progressive Alliance

We unequivocally condemn Turkey’s attacks and invasion of Kurdish areas in Iraq and 
Syria.
With these attacks, Turkey is violating International Law, while at the same time blo-
wing up the foundations of the peace process in Syria.
We express our solidarity with Kurdish people facing the Turkish attack and call on the 
EU vice president and High Representative for foreign policy to take a clear stand and 
oppose Erdogan’s expansion in the wider region.
Kobane became a global symbol of resistance to ISIS jihadists in 2014, was one of the 
targets of the Turkish army, and as a result dozens of civilians were killed.
The airstrikes destroyed a hospital, a food silo, a power plant as well as military infra-
structure.
The unprecedented model of Rojava, where there is no discrimination between men 
and women has been a rampart against obscurantism and a salvation for thousands of 
citizens from jihadists, seems to be bothering Turkey and President Erdogan who is 
killing innocents in order to do petty politics for the votes of the far-right public in 
Turkey ahead of the presidential elections. The coexistence between peoples in the 
region is a reality and could be a model for the entire Middle East.

We, the representatives of the political parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, express our full 
solidarity with the Kurdish people, once again under the bombs of Erdogan’s regime, 
and we denounce the total silence of European media and Institutions.

We demand:

The immediate termination in arms trade to Turkey.

For the immediate and unconditional release of Selahattin Demirtaş, in accor-
dance with the 2018 judgement of the ECHR, confirmed by the judgement of 
December 2020; demands the dropping of all charges against Mr Demirtaş 
and Ms Figen Yüksekdağ, former co-chairs of the opposition HDP party, as 
well as the other currently imprisoned members of the party; stresses that the 
Turkish authorities must allow these people to exercise their democratic man-
date in complete independence, without being threatened or hindered.

To take actions in order to defend human rights of Kurdish people on risk of 
extradition.

We reaffirm our support for all those who continue to work to put an end to all mani-
festation of pure injustice, and to put Turkey back on the path to full democracy.
            

Motion on Iran

Proposed by the Motion Commission

For more than three months, Iran has been engulfed in a truly nation-wide, mass 
uprising in the name of “Woman, Life, Freedom”. This uprising is for life, for 
democracy, for human rights, for gender equality and for equality of each individual 
Iranian, regardless of their ethnic or religious affiliation.
Escalating repression has served only to embolden and massively strengthen the 
determination of this movement.

This movement erupted following the death of a young Kurdish woman at the hands 
of Iran’s notorious Morality Police, Iranian women have been at the forefront of this 
movement, and are proving to be Iran’s unifying agents of social and political change. 
Their unswerving determination to force change has enormous implications and set a 
precedent worldwide.

Iranian youth all over the country have joined the movement taking the streets and 
continuously developing new, ingenious non-violent ways to confront the regime.

This struggle is a direct result of the despotic’s regime own policies, which have resul-
ted in deeply rooted hatred for the Islamic Republic. This uprising is determined to 
remain united in the demand for democracy and to put an end to despotic imposition 
of religious diktat.

The authorities have responded with extreme brutality, shooting or beating to death 
hundreds of demonstrators. More than 18.000 demonstrators have been arrested, 
some of them “enemies of God and corruption on earth”. Widespread persistent 
reports have emerged of prisoners being subjected to horrific torture and rape. Sum-
mary trials have begun, with demonstrators already being condemned to execution. 

The Islamic Republic is trying everything to divide the movement. Military units have 
been brought to control areas as Baluchistan and the northwest of the country where 
Kurdish people live.
At the same time, the regime is repressing peaceful demonstrations, where all ethnic 
backgrounds and religious groups are taking part, calling for democracy and equal 
rights in Iran. 

The 7th Congress of the Party of the European Left:
- condemns the repression and violence by the regime and demands the immediate 
halt to executions and freedom for all those arrested in the demonstrations
- expresses its wholehearted solidarity with the courageous and determined Iranian 
mass movement united under the slogan “Woman, Life, Freedom”

Motion Culture

Proposed by Jean-Pierre Michiels

Just as air and water are essential to life, culture is essential to living together.
 
Thus, the covid crisis has shown how necessary culture and the arts are to cross this 
difficult course. 

Culture and the arts can also be a factor of peace and rapprochement between peo-
ples. It is not acceptable for World Heritage cultures to be ostracized because of 
admittedly reprehensible policies or actions committed by some governments. 

Culture, both in its diversity and its universality, has contributed to the unification of 
Europe.  

This is why the EL:

Disapproves of the measures of prohibition and censorship against Russian 
culture and artists who have nothing to do with Putin's war.

Expresses its solidarity with the artists who, at the risk of losing their freedom, 
oppose this war.

Supports the resolution voted by a large majority by the European Parliament 
for the EU to devote 2% of its GDP to support artists and culture.

Motion - Stop the war: cease-fire now!

Proposed by Rifondazione Comunista

We condemn Russias’s military aggression against Ukraine, which is a crime under 
international humanitarian law. There is no justification for war and although no state-
ment is sure in wartime, the hypotheses are that casualties, including civilian, are 
hundreds of thousands, along with millions of refugees and people without homes, 
and territory destruction.

The bombing of civilian infrastructure and the electricity grid poses enormous prob-
lems for the survival of the population during the winter season.

In this framework the countries of the European Union have decided on an increase in 
military spending, which means starting a new arms race and a reduction to social 
spending.

The risk that article 5 of the NATO Agreement is activated is every day closer to beco-
ming a reality (as after the accident of the Ukrainian missile falling in Poland), which 
will mean an escalation until a nuclear war. 

With the Minsk Agreement of 2014, a possible solution to the crisis in Ukraine had 
been undertaken. The governments, the European Parliament and the European 
Commission are not playing a mediating role as they should.

The European Union must work to stop the ongoing massacre, and seek a peaceful 
and lasting resolution based on the principles of international law, and the need to 
guarantee mutual security: we speak of “diplomacy not arms!”

Last November 5th in Rome, 150.000 people responded to the call of “Europe For 
Peace Network”, which brings together hundreds of pacifist and nonviolent associa-
tions, trade unions, the Catholic world, personalities of culture and solidarity, and 
clearly demonstrated that they don’t accept war as a solution to the current crisis.

Pope Francis also continues to propose the path of ceasefire and negotiations to stop 
the massacre.

We, the representatives of the parties attending the 7th Congress of the Party of the 
European Left (EL) in Vienna, Austria, on 9-11 December 2022, join our voice with the 
many others that struggle for asking an immediate ceasefire, now, in order to start 
negotiations.

We are committed to the development of the movement for peace, disarmament and 
stopping the increase in military spending, throughout Europe.

PEOPLE DON’T WANT WAR.
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The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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STATUTES
Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 



Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.

Internal audit recommendations
7th Congress of the Party of the European Left (EL)

Brussels 29.11.2022

Report of the members of the Internal Audit Group regarding the audit of the Party 
of the European Left (EL) regarding the finished fiscal years of 2019,2020,2021.

We as Internal Audit Group, elected at the 6th EL-Congress in December 2019 fulfil-
led our obligation by controlling the financial and administrative data of the fiscal 
years of 2019, 2020 and 2021. We decided not to audit the available data of 2022 as 
that financial year had not finished yet at the time the audit took place when we met 
on November 10th and November 29th of 2022. This audit report has been collabora-
ted on and agreed by all the internal audit group members. 

Before reporting our findings, we would like to stress that the global political situation 
in which the EL operates nowadays is not making things easier for the EL’s financial 
and administrative bearings. In times of precariousness, austerity, neoliberalism, pan-
demic, wars and rise of extreme right forces across the continent and globally, the EL 
also has to cope with the results of the last European elections and the subsequently 
weakened left political group in the European Parliament. Having this in mind, we 
believe that financial and administrative coherence, stability, and transparency is of 
utmost importance for the EL in order to be able to deal with all political challenges 
that lie ahead. 

In this spirit, we worked in our audit with the goals of:
 
 1. Detecting whether previous recommendations have been dealt with or not;
 2. Mentioning improvements where applicable;
 3. Putting forward recommendations where we see improvements necessary    

and/or possible

These goals are reflected in the different results put forward in this report. 

We were presented with the full documentation (namely the audit reports, informati-
on on income and expenditure given by external auditors, the invoices and receipts 
in detail) which were tidily digitally filed in chronological order. Wherever further 
information was needed the EL Finance responsible and representative of the 
EL-Treasurer, Daniel Sheffer, provided all necessary answers in order to clarify all 
enquiries.

We could see that the general state of the financial and administrative file of the EL 
has improved since the last internal audit. We would like to underline the significant 
improvement on the presentation of the files that was possible due to a change on 
the accountability procedures, that already from the year of 2020 with the support of 
a digital platform that improves the procedures of managing the processing of all 

incoming and outgoing invoices. Additionally, we detected a more widespread use 
of travel agencies, there were no more big discrepancies between planned and 
implemented event budgets like in previous years and there is a significant impro-
vement on the tendering procedures, all reasons that led to the last big deficit.

At the same time, we saw some areas where the European Left financial administrati-
on, also including our work as internal audit group, can further grow and improve its 
performance. Those recommendations we would like to put forward in this report are 
related to both levels: technical/organizational and content/political. We also under-
line that for each level we will start to mention the progress done related with recom-
mendations already signed at the last audit report from 2019.

On the technical level we recommend:
 
  - In order for us as internal audit group to improve our own work and increase 

our efficiency, we need to firstly meet on a yearly basis and not once every 3 
years. We also think that we should be invited to participate in the EL treasurer 
meetings as well as receive important financial updates about the EL’s financial 
situation whenever possible, because being aware of it would enable us to be 
better prepared for our annual audit meeting. This is a recommendation from 
our last report that unfortunately, due to the pandemic context that multiplied 
the demands for online meetings and resulted in a very difficult articulation of 
agendas, wasn’t fully accomplished and that we must underline for the next 
cycle.  

  - A pro-forma invoice should never be the final document triggering a payment. 
In case of a pro-forma, a final invoice should always follow. In the last report we 
mentioned that this principle was already followed but should have been 
enforced more regularly. The current internal audit acknowledges that indeed 
this recommendation is almost fully followed and a very low percentage of 
proforma invoices remains. 

  - The same goes for having original receipts/invoices/tickets etc. attached to 
reimbursement forms. This is a recommendation that again has significantly 
improved since the last internal audit as the digital accountability procedures 
also helped for it. The pandemic context led to a lot of problems with the 
postal deliveries. With the digital reimbursement claim all the claims came 
together with digital proofing invoices creating very positive results in terms of 
eligibility of expenses but also in terms of cost saving and giving a small  cont-
ribution to saving the environment with much lower need for printing. 

  - In times of rapid climate change as well as austerity curbing public services in 
many countries, we recommend increasing the sensitivity on preferring trains 
and public services to taking plans and driving cars wherever possible regar-
ding claims for reimbursement. We must say that due to the pandemic context 
that affected the years in analysis this is a recommendation difficult to analyse. 
But we underline that the significant increase of the online meetings is also 
acknowledged within all the EL activities that have more and more concerns to 
find a proper balance between presential and online events. 

  - We would also recommend providing a better and more consistent link bet-
ween the invoices and the event they correspond to in order to have a clearer 

overview over the expenditure of the events. This recommendation from the 
last report has indeed improved, also due to the introduction of the digital 
accountability procedures that allow a specific labelling of the invoices that 
makes its classification more transparent. 

  - The political events calendar the EL produces every year should be updated 
more diligently, as we saw that somewhere around mid-year the updates stop 
even though until the end of the year new events are sometimes carried out as 
well as some which were agreed are pushed back to a later date. These all-ye-
ar changes should be reflected in the calendar accordingly. We acknowledge 
that this reporting recommendation has been followed since the recruitment 
of a new administrative responsible allowed the possibility (since 2021) for a 
monthly update of the EL Calendar that is shared with all the EL ruling bodies, 
member, observer, and partner parties.  Also, the recruitment of a communica-
tion responsible will soon show its impacts since it’s planned a restructure of 
the EL Events calendar at the EL website.

On the content/political level we recommend: 

  - We realized that there is a sizeable problem of no-shows when it comes to 
hotel bookings for EL-financed events. No-shows are now rigorously detected 
and interpreted by the external auditors as ineligible expenditure. While we 
are fully aware that booking the exact number of rooms for events can be a 
very tricky organizational task, we recommend that the EL financial administra-
tion should be more stringent in this topic (planning-wise and vis-à-vis the 
respective participants) in order to avoid extensive ineligible expenditure. We 
must conclude that the recruitment of a new administrative responsible 
showed results for this recommendation together also with the pandemic 
context that resulted in an increasing recognition of the importance to analyse 
and negotiate the cancelation policies. 

  - Considering personal data protection, mentioning especially the GDPR on a 
European level, we recommend the EL administration, in cooperation with 
those in charge for communication as well as the contracted IT company, to 
exercise a more extensive analysis of its performance on this topic and subse-
quently implement necessary measures to improve it. This is an area that still 
has some room for development although in all contracts GDPR aspect has 
been included. 

  - Auditing the existing contracts of EL staff we strongly believe that we as a left 
party should take special care of how we are employing people working for us. In 
this respect, we have detected several areas we would like to draw attention to:

    • There is no collective agreement in place
    • While the EL staff is working many hours during the weekend organi  

 sing and assisting to various EL events there is no regime in place to have  
 an additional remuneration regarding weekend working hours

    • There are no clauses for an automatic/fixed yearly wage raise
     We believe that these points make the contracts pertaining to EL staff precari-

ous contracts which we as a left party strive to abolish. Therefore, we recom-
mend correcting this situation and improving in this area. 

  - We understand that improving the above-mentioned points on precarious 

contracts requires more funds. At the same time, we have already seen the 
positive results after you, the EL leadership, have heard our recommendation 
in the last congress and recruited two new positions in communication as well 
as for administration – and thus we recommend keeping this attitude. We 
believe that every investment we make in people will be exponentially benefi-
cial to our work. Thus, we would recommend that the leadership elected at this 
congress support any initiative which, while financially feasible, supports this 
logic of improving the working conditions of our employees. 

  - We would also recommend to the next presidency that Communication and 
International Relations responsible work together on a communication stra-
tegy namely related with the support given to international media channels in 
order to promote the best results possible on the dissemination of the EL work 
all over the world. 

  - Already in the last internal audit report we mentioned the worrying trend of 
received membership fees decreasing and falling under 15% as well as the 
need of more discipline in this regard including the possibility of sanctions for 
parties who are not able to fulfil the agreed duties. During the current years in 
analysis the situation of the membership fees hasn’t developed positively. We 
must not forget the political context of the significant raise of the far-right 
forces all over Europe that weakened the left forces in a multidimensional way. 
Within this impact is included the lower financial resources that our member 
left parties have available and, consequently, their lower capacity to financially 
support the EL. Despite this, the upcoming European elections are a very 
strong opportunity to raise awareness within our parties of the importance of 
their international and European dimension. This, in our mind, must be indeed 
an important moment for our parties to prioritize their financial compromises 
with the EL, also because the increase in their membership fees will allow EL to 
submit higher budget proposals to the EP and consolidate more all the EL 
work and of its members. 

  - Lastly, we agree that good financial planning should always include saving 
funds in the initial planning in order to react upon changes and new necessi-
ties coming up during the year. On the other hand, we recommend that whe-
never these changes mean that a considerable additional sum shall be spent, 
the diligent financial planning and agreement of the EL treasury is not enough, 
and a further body of the EL leadership should be included in the decision-ma-
king process. We must acknowledge that the work of the EL Subgroup 
Calendar in the last years improved this recommendation taking some import-
ant decisions on EL financial support to our party’s activities to discussion 
within our ruling bodies. In this context, we would add an extra recommendati-
on mainly regarding the international delegations.  We recommend that the EL 
international responsible, within the international commission, present every 
year a budget proposal for their activities detailing it with different items as, for 
example, travel, collaboration, and communication costs.

Having given all these recommendations, we would like to stress again that we 
evaluated the current financial and administrative performance of the EL improved, 
compared to three years ago, and we believe that it is in a positive way. Therefore, 
thanking you for your trust in us, we would like to recommend to the congress to 

discharge the current outgoing Executive Board of the Party of the European Left 
from its work.

Lastly, we would like to thank the treasurer and its staff for their work during the last 
period and we look forward to strengthening our cooperation in the future. 

Thank you for your kind attention and best regards, 

The internal audit group 
 

 

73



Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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Statutes of the Party of European Left
The non-profit association for which these statutes are written up was founded on 
01.07.2004 by:

Bertinotti Fausto, viale Regina Margherita 151 Rome (Italy), born on 22/03/1940 in Milan (Italy)
Marset Campos Pedro, calle Princesa 3 Murcia (Spain), born on 11/09/1941 in Valencia (Spain)
Scholz Helmut, Regensburger straße 21 15738 Zeuthen, (Germany), born in Berlin on 21/06/1954
Frutos Grass Francisco, Avenida Albufera 69 Madrid (Spain), born on 25/01/1939 in Barcelona (Spain)
Núňez José Luis, Calle Alustante 6 Madrid (Spain), born on 18/09/1940 in Ourense (Spain)
Della Valle Gian Luca, Via del Notario 3 San Marino, born on 01/04/1968 in San Marino
Pappas Stylianos, L Manolipi 139 Kesariani Athens (Greece), born on 09/03/1945 in Lamia (Greece)
Losa Myriam. Avenue victor rousseau 58 1190 Brussels, born on 07/07/1967 in Brussels (Belgium)
Giaculli Paola, Via Gi Mercuriale 14 Rome (Italy), born on 16/08/1961 in Empou (Italy)
Migliore Gennaro, Via Castagna Coop. vette F 51 800026 casoria (Italy), born on 21/06/1968 in Naples (Italy)
Mascia Graziella, Via Imperia 19 Milan (Italy), born on 03/09/1953 in Magenta (Italy)
Schubert Katina, Siegweg 22 Bonn 5 (Germany), born on 28/12/1961 in Heildeberg (Germany)
Gehrcke Wolfgang, Ryke straße 39 Berlin (Germany), born on 08/09/1943 in Reichan (Germany)
Gohde  Claudia, Diefknbachstraße  584  Berlin (Germany), born on 11/09/1958 in rotemburg (Germany)
Polycarpou Vera, Ezekias Papaioannou 4 Nicosia (Cyprus), born in Afoula (Israel)
Theodorakopoulou Anastasia, Agathoupoleos 49 Athens (Greece), born on 01/10/1954 in Athens (Greece)
Balaure Cornel Florin, Vd Mihai Bravu 6 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1952 in Bucharest (Romania)
Cretu constantin, Chilia Veche 8 Bucharest (Romania), born on 17/10/1949 in Valea (Romania)
Fritz-Klackl Waltraud, Hintere Zollamtstraße, 11/7 Vienna (Austria)
Meyer Pleite Willy, Dehesa de Pagollano 11550 Chipiona Cadiz (Spain), born on 19/08/1952 in Madrid
Garnier Gilles, Rue de Merlan 28 93130 Noisy le Sec (France), born on 11/02/1959 in Paris (France)

Founding members  of the European Left as member organisations were:

Communist Party of Austria
Party of Democratic Socialism, Czech Republic       
Estonian Social-Democratic Labour Party
French Communist Party, France
Party of Democratic Socialism, Germany
Coalition of the Left, the Progress and the Movements - Synaspismos, Greece
Workers-Party, Hungary
Communist Refoundation Party, Italy
Socialist Alliance Party, Romania
Communist Refoundation, San Marino
Communist Party of Slovakia
Communist Party of Spain
United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain
United Left, Spain
Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland

The association was registered under legal person number 866441216.

The undersigned, representing the Association, and in accordance with the decision 
of the General Assembly held in Brussels (30 September 2018), are presenting the 
amendment of the Statute as follows:

Statute

Statute of the Party of the European Left
(Full text of the Statute, as it was adopted at the Founding Congress of the European 
Left in Rome, May 9, 2004, with the amendments approved by the 2nd Congress in 
Prague, November 2007, by the 3rd Congress in Paris, December 5, 2010, by the 4th 
Congress in Madrid, December 14, 2013, by the 5th Congress in Berlin, December 
18, 2016, by the General Assembly meeting in Brussels, June 24, 2017, by the Gene-
ral Assembly meeting in Brussels, September 30, 2018 and by the 6th Congress in 
Benalmadena/Spain, December 14, 2019, General Assembly meeting in Brussels, 
October 11, 2020, General Assembly meeting, October 9, 2021, and by the 7th Con-
gress in Vienna, December 10, 2022)

1. General Provisions, Name, Seat and Term

Article 1 (Preamble)

The "Party of the European Left", abbreviated here to "European Left" (EL) is a flexible, 
decentralised association of independent and sovereign European left-wing parties 
and political organizations which works on the basis of consensus.

We unite democratic parties of the alternative and progressive Left on the European 
continent that strive for the consistent transformation of today's social relationships 
into a peaceful and socially just society on the basis of the diversity of our situations, 
our histories and our common values.

Therefore we refer to the values and traditions of the socialist, communist and labour 
movement, of feminism, the feminist movement and gender equality, of the environ-
mental movement and sustainable development, of peace and international solidari-
ty, of human rights, humanism and antifascism, of progressive and liberal thinking, 
both nationally and internationally. We work together in the tradition of the struggles 
against capitalist exploitation, ecological destruction, political oppression and crimi-
nal wars, against fascism and dictatorship, in resistance to patriarchal domination and 
discrimination against "others".

We defend this legacy of our movement which inspired and contributed to securing 
the social certainties of millions of people. We keep the memory of these struggles 
alive including the sacrifices and the sufferings in the course of these struggles. We 
do this in unreserved disputation with undemocratic, Stalinist practices and crimes, 
which were in absolute contradiction to socialist and communist ideals.

The political and economic developments in the capitalist societies at the beginning 
of the 21st century create the necessity and the possibility for parties of the Left, for 
democratic movements and alternative social forces, when working out and realising 
social alternatives not only to take into account all aspects of globalisation and inter-
nationalisation. Europe as a new space for the integration of more and more countries 
in East and West, in North and South is both an opportunity and a challenge to regain 
the political initiative for Left forces. We want and have to most closely combine our 

work on this political level with the social activities of members and sympathizers of 
the party organisations within the communities, regions and nation states.

We are doing it in sharp rejection of and developing an alternative to capitalism and 
to the financial hegemonic groups with its worldwide attempts of pushing through 
neo-liberal policies into the daily life of the peoples by the so-called political and 
economic elites.

And we want and have to do so being not a force free of contradictions, having diffe-
ring views on many issues. But we are united in resisting political incapacitation and 
taking part in common struggles for an alternative that has freedom, equality, justice 
and solidarity as its goals.

With this international approach we declare:

The Left is willing to take on responsibility in Europe and the world for the shaping of 
our societies, to work out political alternatives, to promote them among the public 
and to win the required majorities.

Liberal internationalisation and globalisation are no phenomena of nature but the 
result of political developments and decisions. Therefore we stand consequently 
against the neo-liberal policy of dealing with these challenges, against war and milita-
rization. Just now courage and confidence must be given to the people that the world 
is not a commodity, that a new world of peace, democracy, sustainability and solidari-
ty is possible.

Article 2 (Name and seat)

The non-profit organization uses the name "Party of the European Left", or in its abb-
reviated form "European Left" (EL). The name is always preceeded or followed by the 
wording „European Political Party“ or acronym „EUPP“, indicating that it is founded in 
conformity with the Belgian law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associ-
ations internationals sans but lucrative et les fondations”; hereinafter referred to as 
“the Law” or “the Belgian law”) and that it does not pursue any profit goals. The EL 
follows its objectives, executes its activities and is organized and financed in conformi-
ty to the conditions laid out in the regulation (EU, EURATOM) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council concerning the statute and financing of European 
political parties. The party of the EL gets an official name in each of the official langua-
ges of the European Union as well as in the official languages of the states where EL 
member parties exist.

The names are:

"Partit de L 'Esquerra Europea" or "Esquerra Europea" or "EE" in Catalonian
"Strana evropské levice" or "Evropská levice" or "EL" in Czech
"Party of the European Left" or "European Left" or "EL" in English
"Euroopa Vasakpartei" or "Euroopa Vasak" or "EV" in Estonian
"Parti de la Gauche Européenne" or "Gauche Européenne" or "GE" in French

"Partei der Europäischen Linken" or "Europäische Linke" or "EL" in German
"Κόμμα της Ευρωπαικής Αριστεράς" or "Ευρωπαική Αριστερά" or "EA" in Greek
"Európai Baloldali Párt" or "Európai Bal" or "EB" in Hungarian
"Partito della Sinistra Europea" or "Sinistra Europea" or "SE" in Italian
"Partido da Esquerda Europeia" or "Esquerda Europeia" or "EE" in Portuguese
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Romanian
"Európska ľavicová strana" or "Európska ľavica" or "EĽ" in Slovakian
"Partido de la Izquierda Europea" or "Izquierda Europea" or "IE" in Spanish
"Partidul Stîngii Europene" or "Stînga Europeana" or "SE" in Moldovan respectively in 
Romanian languages,
"Avrupa Sol Partisi" or "Avrupa Sol” or "ASP" in Turkish language,
"Партыя Eўрaпейскіх лeвых" or "Eўрaпейскія лeвыя" or "EЛ" in Belarusian language,
"Europese Linkspartij" or "Europees Links" or "EL" in Vlamish language,
"Европейската лява партия" or " Европейската левица" or "ЕЛ" in Bulgarian language,
"Euroopan vasemmistopuolue" or "Euroopan vasemmisto" or "EV" in Finnish language,
"Europæisk Venstreparti" or "Europæisk Venstre" or "EV" in Danish language,
"Stranka evropske levice" or "Evropska levica" or "EL" in Slovenian language,
"Europeiska vänsterpartiet" or "Europeiska vänstern" or "EV" in Swedish language.
"Europako Ezkerraren Alderdia" or "Europako Ezkerra" or "EE" in Basque language.
 
The juridical seat of the EL is in 1000 Brussels, the head-office is located in Square de 
Meeus, 25, in the Brussels judicial region, and might be moved to another place in 
Belgium after decision by the Executive board.

Article 3 (Term)

The association is created for an undetermined term.

2. Aims

Article 4

The EL aims to:
  • contribute to common political action of the democratic and alternative Left in 

EU member states as well as on the European level;
  • promote the social, emancipatory, ecological, peace-loving as well as 

democratic and  progressive thinking and acting of the parties, their members 
and sympathisers, and therefore to reinforce the parties' actions to develop 
emancipatory, democratic, peace, social, ecological and sustainable policies 
which is essential to transform the societies and to overcome today's 
capitalism;

  • use democratic forms to struggle for overcoming contemporary capitalist 
relations;

  • consolidate the co-operation of the parties and political organisations at all 
levels;

  • promote the confrontation of their analyses and the co-ordination of their 
orientations at the European level;

  • co-operate with other political organisations at European level pursuing 

similar targets;
  • promote a "European public relations work" that actively supports the 

development of a European identity according to our values and aims;
  • co-operate in the preparation of the European elections and in referenda in 

the European scale, in full compliance with limitations laid down in the Regula-
tion (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Coun-
cil, in particular with the articles 21, 22 (hereinafter called "Regulation No 
1141/2014");

  • initiate, prepare and support Europe-wide initiatives of the EL and its parties - 
together with other parties, party-networks and NGOs (acting in full complian-
ce with the above-mentioned Regulation 1141/2014); 

 • all decisions concerning choices and attitudes of EL member parties or politi-
cal organizations in their own countries remain strictly under the sovereignty of 
national parties.

The EL supports fully gender equality in all areas of daily life. Feminism, gender-main-
streaming and gender-democracy are basic principles for the functioning and 
development of the EL.

3. Membership

Article 5

Founding members of the EL are socialist, communist, red-green and other 
democratic left parties of the member states and associated states of the European 
Union (EU) who are working together and establishing various forms of co-operation 
at all levels of political activity in Europe based on the agreements, basic principles 
and political aims laid down in its political programme (manifesto). Agreement on the 
European Left's Statutes is prerequisite for membership to the Party of the European 
Left.

Membership to the EL is open to any left party and political organisation in Europe 
that agrees with the aims and principles of the political programme (manifesto) and 
accepts these statutes. Their membership is granted by decision of the members.

Other parties and political organisations may apply for observer status or might be 
invited by the members to become observers to the EL.

Number of member parties is unlimited, but the minimum number of full members is 
three. Should the number fall below this threshold, the Association is obliged to start 
procedures for its dissolution.

Article 6

The European Left consists of:

 • Member parties and political organizations with full rights;
 • Observer parties or political organizations;

 • Individual members;
 • EL partners.

Article 6 (List of actual members)

The member parties of European Left are:

 • Bulgarian Left, Bulgaria,
 • Communist Party of Austria,
 • Communist Party of Finland, Finland,
 • Communist Party of Spain,
 • Communist Refoundation Party, Italy,
 • Dei LENK, Luxemburg,
 • Die LINKE, Germany,
 • Estonian United Left Party, Estonia,
 • Sol Parti, Turkey, 
 • French Communist Party, France,
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • Left Bloc, Portugal,
 • Left (Levica), Slovenia,
 • Left Unity, United Kingdom, 
 • Partie Communiste Walonie-Bruxelles, Belgium,
 • Party of Communists of Republic of Moldova, Moldova,
 • Levice, Czech Republic, ((GA2020))
 • Radnička fronta, Croatia ((GA2021)
 • Red-Green Alliance, Denmark,
 • Romanian Socialist Party, Romania,
 • Swiss Party of Labour, Switzerland,
 • SYRIZA  - Progressive Alliance, Greece, ((correction to actually used name))
 • The Belarusian Party of the Left „Fair World“, Belarus,
 • United Alternative Left of Catalonia, Spain,
 • United Left, Spain,
 • Workers-Party 2006, Hungary.

The observer parties of European Left are:

 • AKEL, Cyprus,
 • Altra Europa con Tsipras, Italy,
 • Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia, Czech Republic,
 • Communist Party of Slovakia, Slovakia,
 • France Insoumise, France ((GA2021))
 • Gauche Republicaine et Socialiste, France ((GA2021))
 • Left Alliance, Finland,
 • New Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Sinistra Italiana, Italy
 • Sortu, Spain
 • United Cyprus Party, Cyprus,
 • Demain, Belgium,

EL- Partners:
 
 • Táncsics - Radikális Balpárt, Hungary ((GA2020)) ((a typo corrected))
 • Democratic Left, Scotland ((a typo corrected))
 • Der Wandel, Austria,
 • Socialists for Independence, Scotland  ((according to the list, presented to ExB. 

10/11/22))
 • Links, Vienna, Austria ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Solidarnost,Serbia ((provided approval by CoCH 30/11))
 • Ensemble, France,
 • Marxistiche Linke, Germany,
 • République et Socialisme, France. ((GA2020))

Article 7 (New members, admission and suspension)

1. A member party or political organisation of the EL with full rights and duties can 
become any left party or political organisation that is represented in the European 
Parliament, or in the National parliaments or in the Parliaments of regions resp. in 
regional assemblies within the EU member-states.
In EU member states with no regional level it will be sufficient for a party or political 
organisation to have representatives on the municipal level, if a municipal parliament 
represents at least 20 percent of the country's population.
Parties or political organisations, coming from EU member states or non-EU-member 
states, can become members of the European Left with full rights, irrespectively if they 
have parliamentarian representation on different levels.

2. Membership in the EL does not prohibit the membership in other associations, 
including outside the European Union if their acting is not contrary to the aims and 
principles of the EL. The structure of the EL allows political organisations which are 
politically close to the EL to take part in its activities in a flexible manner. If desirable 
for both sides, EL can establish a cooperation protocol for this purpose, and the res-
pective organisations are entitled the designation "EL partner". The main criterion 
here is the political consent with the basic positions of the EL; the decision-making 
process inside the EL on this issue follows the rules for decision about membership 
issues.

3. Applications for membership in the EL are discussed and decided by the Council of 
Chairpersons on a basis of proposals from the Executive board, and ratified by the 
General Assembly on suggestion of the Executive board on the basis of the applicati-
on, the rules and political programme presented by the applicant. The decision by 
the Council of Chairpersons has to be based on consensus.

4. The temporary / provisional suspension from participation in activities, or the can-
cellation of membership in the EL in case a member party or political organisation 
seriously violates statutes and political aims are carried out through the same proce-
dures as the admittance.  

5. The applications for observer status is decided in the same way, except for the 

need of ratification. Observer parties or political organisations take part in the mee-
tings, to which they are invited, as consultants. They can make proposals to the Execu-
tive board for examination and decision making.

6. Member parties or political organisations that want to leave the EL have to declare 
this officially; the same procedure applies to observers and individual members.

Article 8 (Individual members)

The EL introduces the opportunity of individual membership as a contribution to its 
future development. In countries where full-right member parties or political organiz-
ations exist each member party or political organization is free to decide to carry out 
this opportunity and to adopt - for its own country - the most convenient approach 
and practical methods. According to that approach women and men residents of an 
EU member state can become individual members of the EL. In countries where 
full-right member parties or political organizations exist they can form friendship 
circles associated to these parties of the European Left. Citizens of other European 
countries associated to the EU can also apply for individual membership. They can 
join or create a national group of individual members applying for observer status
in the EL.

Article 9 (Political foundation)

The political foundation on European level Transform!Europe is affiliated to the EL.

Article 10 (Rights and duties of the member and observer parties)

The full members (Member Parties) exercise the rights assigned by law, namely:

 • the right to access the decisions taken by the General Assembly, by the Execu-
tive Board and by all other organs of the EL, the accounting records and the 
list of members;

 • the right to convene the extraordinary General Assembly on condition that 
at least one fifth of members request this;

 • the right to propose an item on the agenda on condition that the proposal 
is signed by a number of members equal at least to one twentieth;

 • the right to participate in the General Assembly and in the Congress or to 
be represented there;

 • the right to vote at the General Assembly and in the Congress;
 • the right to a specific procedure in the case of expulsion;
 • the right to request dissolution or liquidation of the Association should it seri-

ously contravene its statutes or the law or public order;
 • the right to call for an act of the Association to be invalidated;
 • the right to request the court of first instance to decide the mandate of the 

liquidators;
 • the right to initiate proceedings before a court of first instance against the 

decisions of the liquidators in relation to the use of assets insofar as the statu-
tes so allow;

 • the right to withdraw from the Association.

In addition, full members have the following rights:
 • right of  participation in the meetings and voting about all issues;
 • right of initiative in proposing the documents and positions of the EL Party;  
 • right of proposing common activities of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same rights except for the
right of voting. The same applies to the EL Partners.

The Member Parties have following duties:
 • duty to observe the valid documents (Statute, programmatic documents) of 

the EL Party;
 • duty of paying Membership fees;  
 • duty to be in contact with the leading organs of the Party.

The Observer Parties and Individual Members have the same duties except the duty
of Membership fee payment.

4. The organs of the EL and the decision-making process

Article 11

The European Left has the following organs:
 
 • the Congress;
 • the General Assembly;
 • the Council of Chairpersons;
 • the Executive board; 
 • the Presidency;  
 • the Political Secretariat.

Mode of work

Article 12

The work of the EL organs has to be performed openly and transparently, all political 
documents adopted are to be published. The EL documents and materials are sup-
plied to all member parties and political organisations. Personal data can only be 
made public when the Belgian law and/or regulations by the European or Belgian 
authorities stipulate to do so.

For the concrete mode of work of all bodies as well as regulations concerning the 
decision-making process rules of procedures have to be worked out and to be adop-
ted by these organs on proposal of the council of chairpersons.

When the external conditions do not allow for meetings in person (travel or meeting 

restrictions by the national governments or EU organs), meetings of all El bodies 
might, based on the decision of the Secretariat, be arranged in electronic form with the 
necessary adjustments of the process rules mentioned above. ((GA2021))

Respecting the values of gender democracy the share of women in all organs (except 
the Council of Chairpersons) must be 50%.

Being a pluralistic association, proceedings of the EL have to be chosen that guaran-
tee the rights of different sensitivities.

Article 13

The EL is striving to cooperate closely with parliamentarian groups of the Left in other 
European bodies and networks.
The EL will establish forms of cooperation with youth organisations of the European 
Left - both representing national or regional organisations as well as European struc-
tures and other international networks.

The Congress

Article 14

The Congress has all powers of the General Assembly, in addition to that it

 • elects the EL chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s on the basis of a proposal by 
the Council of Chairpersons following a rotation principle;

 • elects the treasurer on the basis of a proposal by the Executive board;
 • elects the Executive board consisting of two members of each party in accor-

dance to the nomination by each respective member party;
 • elects at least three and odd auditors.

Article 15

The Congress shall hold at least one session every three calendar years. However, 
when the external conditions (travel restrictions, limitations to the size of in-person 
meetings) make it impossible for the Congress to be held, the General Assembly 
might decide to prolong this period by one year.  ((GA2021))
It is convened by the Executive board, which can also decide on convening an ext-
raordinary congress. In the year, when the Congress is convened, it fullfils also the 
duties of General Assembly.
The Congress takes place alternately in different member states of the European 
Union or in European states where EL member parties or political organisations exist.
A Congress can be convened at the request of at least 25% of its delegates.

Article 16

The Congress consists of:

 • 12 delegates of each Member party, who have the voting rights. The key for 
the number of delegates might be changed by every Congress for the next 
Congress. 

    The delegates are elected by their parties with respect to the gender equality, 
i.e. with at least 50 % of women.

     Parties do not have to use the full number of delegates. 

The Congress can only take decisions if at least half of the members are present or 
represented, its decisions are taken by the majority of delegates present at its session. 
Delegates, representing the Member Parties, have full voting rights, each delegate 
one vote. The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of con-
sensus as stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

All other participants are observers without the right to vote: i.e.:

 • Representatives of the observer parties resp. organisations;
 • Members of the Executive board, not being delegates;
 • Invitees and guests, including members of the Parliamentarian groups of Left 

parties in the European Parliament, the National Parliaments or in other Euro-
pean bodies resp. networks.

Article 17

In addition, the Executive board is permitted to invite representatives of other parties 
or organisations to the Congress.

The Council of Chairpersons

Article 18

The Council of Chairpersons is meeting at least once a year.
Members are:
 • the Chairpersons of all member parties
 • the EL Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s

The Council of Chairpersons can invite other representatives of EL bodies or from EL 
member parties resp. political organisations to participate in its meeting.

Article 19

The Council of Chairpersons has, with regards to the Executive board, the rights of 
initiative and of having objection on important political issues.

The Council of Chairpersons adopts resolutions and recommendations that are 
passed to the Executive board and the Congress.

The Council of chairpersons decides about applications for EL membership.

The decisions of the Council of Chairpersons are adopted by majority of the members 
present with the respect for the consensus principle (Art. 1 of this Statute); it can only 
take decisions if at least half of the members are present or represented.

The Executive board

Article 20

The Executive board consists of:
 • the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson/s
 • the Treasurer
  • further Members elected on the basis of a key of two persons from each   

 member party by the Congress at a gender-quoted basis.

Article 21

Executive board meetings take place at least two times a year.
The convening of a meeting of the Executive board can also be asked for by a 
member party or political organization.

It can only take decisions if the majority of members are present or represented. Its 
decisions are taken by majority of the members present or represented, with the 
chairperson or his/her replacement having the casting vote, should the vote be tied.

Article 22

The Executive board carries out the decisions on the basis and orientations of the 
Congress and  General Assembly and in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons

The Executive board is responsible for organizing the daily work of the EL. It is res-
ponsible for the creation, composition and functioning of the Political Secretariat. The 
Executive board has to adopt the rules of its own work, as well as the rules of the work 
of the Secretariat.

It determines the political guidelines of the EL between the General Assembly mee-
tings. It proposes, plans and convenes political initiatives for the EL, convenes confe-
rences or thematic meetings. It sets up permanent or ad-hoc working groups, whose 
responsible staff are chosen by, and whose tasks are fixed by the Board.

The Executive board convenes the Congress and General Assembly meetings,  fixes 
the proposals for time-table and venue, and suggests the standing orders and 
agenda.

The Executive board is also authorised to name ad-hoc working groups etc. on speci-
al political issues and questions in accordance with the plan of action established by 
the Congress in accordance with the Council of Chairpersons.

The General Assembly

Article 23

The General Assembly is composed by the members of the Executive board and by 
the members of the Council of Chairpersons. When convening the General Assembly, 
the Executive board can decide to include more delegates from the Member Parties, 
but the principle of equal representation of all parties should be respected.

Article 24

The General Assembly meets once a year, with the exception of the years, when the 
Congress is convened; in these years the Congress meeting replaces the General 
Assembly meeting.

The General Assembly is convened by the decision of the Executive Board, by the 
chairperson or his/her replacement, at least 60 days before the date of the meeting 
unless in case of emergency. In the latter case, the period may not be less than 30 
days. Invitations must be sent by e-mail or by regular post and must give the agenda 
as well as the day, time and place of the meeting.

It can also be convened by a request addressed in writing to the chairperson by at 
least one fifth of the members.

Any member of the General Assembly unable to attend can be represented at its 
meeting by another member from the same Member Party, to whom s/he must give 
written authority to act (letter, fax or e-mail). The authorised representative may not 
hold more than two authorisations valid for the same general assembly meeting. 

The General Assembly may only deliberate an issue if half the members are present 
or represented.

Article 25

The authority of the General Assembly is determined by Law.
The proposals it decides upon have to be based on the principle of consensus as 
stipulated by Article 1 (preamble) of this Statute.

It decides the following by majority:
 • modification of the statutes;
 • nomination or removal of Presidency or its members;
 • nomination or removal of auditors and determining their allowance on conditi-

on that the statutes so allow;
 • approval of the budget and the accounts;
 • dissolution of the Association;
 • exclusion of a member;
 • transformation of the Association into an association with a social aim;
 • all other cases where the statutes provide for its decision.

The General Assembly:
 • determines the political guidelines of the EL between the Congresses and 

adapts decisons of the Congress to the current political situation;
 • adopts the annual agenda of the EL;
 • determines political platform and strategy of the EL for the elections to the 

European Parliament;
 • comments on the report of activities for the preceded period and on the pro-

gram for further work presented by the Executive board;
 • proposes discussions of and/or within member parties or political organisa-

tions on political developments or special questions.

Changes of these statutes and the Manifesto are decided by the Congress after a 
thorough debate on the issue within each member party. If, due to changes in Euro-
pean legislation, a conflict arises between this Statute and the valid European or nati-
onal regulations in the time between two Congresses, the General Assembly is entit-
led to adopt, on the basis of proposals made by the Executive board, provisional 
changes to the Statute which will bring it to correspondence with the European regu-
lations. These changes are considered temporary, and their validity or rejection would 
be decided by the next EL Congress.

The Presidency

Article 26

The Presidency consists from the Chairperson, Vice-chaiperson(s) and the Treasurer. It 
fulfills the role of “conseil d´administration” according to the Belgian law, representing 
the EL legally, financially and administratively.

The Presidency members are appointed by the General Assembly for a period of 
three years and can be dismissed by the General Assembly at any time. 

If the General Assembly has not replaced the Presidency at the end of their mandate, 
they shall continue to exercise their mandate while awaiting the decision of the Gene-
ral Assembly.

Their mandate only expires in the case of death, resignation or dismissal.

If a position is vacant, a member can be appointed provisionally by the General 
Assembly. In that case the member will carry out the mandate of the member s/he is 
replacing. Outgoing members are re-eligible. 

If the Chairperson is unable to attend, his/her functions shall be carried out by the 
vice-chairperson or the oldest member of the Presidency present.

The Presidency shall meet at the instance of the Chairperson or of two members of 
the Presidency.

It may only take a decision if the majority of its members are present or represented. 

Its decisions are taken by majority of voters present or represented; should the vote 
be tied, the Chairperson has the casting vote.

Article 27

The Chairperson is elected by the Congress. A candidate for the EL Chairperson is 
presented by the Council of Chairpersons until and including the next Congress. The 
candidacy should follow a rotation principle.
On a proposal of the Council of Chaipersons the Congress elects one or more 
Vice-chairpersons on a gender quota basis.

Article 28

In case the post of the Chairperson becomes vacant before the next ordinary Con-
gress, the Executive board can name a Chairperson ad interim until the next Con-
gress.

Article 29

The Chairperson represents the EL in the public sphere in the contacts with represen-
tatives of organisations and institutions, including the EU authorities, Trade Unions, 
non-governmental organisations and associations:

The Vice-chairperson/s support/s the Chairperson in fulfilling his/her duties.

The Political Secretariat

Article 30

The Political Secretariat carries out the decisions of the EL organs. It is lead by a coor-
dinator. It consists of the members elected on the basis of proposal by the Council of 
Chairpersons by the Executive board (with the respect to gender equality). The Secre-
tariat fulfils the duties of  a CEO, being tasked with the daily management of the Party 
including the authority to take the decisions needed for this task. 

In particular it is responsible for:
 • supporting the Presidency;
 • running the regular business and preparing the meetings of the Executive 

board;
 • executing the decisions and respective orders of the Executive board;
 • maintaining close relationships with the whole prime executives of the 

member policies;
 • maintaining contacts to the member and observer parties and political organi-

zations;
 • supporting the EL working groups;
 • maintaining relations to the media in cooperation with the Presidency;
 • maintaining the contact of the EL with the Parliamentarian Groups in which 

there will be deputies of Left parties in the EP and other European /

    international institutions etc.;
 • running the archives;
 • securing transparency of all political work;
 • guiding the work of the EL office;
 • reporting on its work to each Executive board meeting.

5. The Finances of the EL

Article 31

The EL is financing itself by membership fees, contributions and public subsidies. The 
financing is based on transparency, in particular in terms of bookkeeping, accounts 
and donations, privacy and protection of personal data, in accordance with the  Regu-
lation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Council, in particular its 
Article 23.

The Treasurer prepares the annual budget, which has to be approved by the General 
Assembly after its adoption in the meeting of treasurers of the member parties. The 
budget has to be prepared and approved in accordance with the regulations and 
rules regarding the funding of the political parties on European level. The Treasurer 
also prepares the annual accounts which then are verified by the group of elected 
internal auditors. The annual accounts are then approved by the General Assembly.

The (annual) membership fee is set by the general assembly. The membership fee 
may not be less than one (1) euro per year, and shall not exceed the maximal values 
according to the Regulation No 1141/2014 of the European Parliament and the Coun-
cil, Article 20.

6. Dissolution of the EL

Article 32

The dissolution of the EL requires a decision of the General Assembly. 
The General Assembly can only pronounce dissolution in the same circumstances as 
those for modification of the statutes of the Association. The General Assembly which 
pronounces the dissolution of the Association shall appoint liquidators and shall 
determine their authority. The assets, after the discharge of any debts, must be trans-
ferred to an association, an institute or a foundation that follows the same goal as this 
association, by decision of the general assembly.

Article 33

Anything not explicitly provided for in these statutes shall be regulated by the Belgian 
law (“Loi sur les associations sans but lucrative, les associations internationals sans but 
lucrative et les fondations”), and by Regulation (EU, Euratom) 1141/2014 of the Euro-
pean Parliament and of the Council on the register and funding of European political 
parties and European political foundations.

Article 34

These statutes have been drawn up in French and English. Should there be any 
discrepancy between the two linguistic versions, the English version shall prevail.
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